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SAIGON, MAY 20~~Prosident Nguyen Vem Thicu's sppointment of .
aeboelteaaher Tran Van Huong as a now and prestigious Prime Mimister he:e
is reg"rded here as having the pumry/ pmm’/ of unifying Vietnam®s

atomiced non-Communist politic=l émups.ngm necessary step whether
the country's future brings pezoce, wagme wery Or 8 curious ;z&xtam of bothe

Momeé sourcos beliove bwmm o csollateral purposc of r groator
unity cnong Vietnam's Wmmata may be to dempen ony potenticl defeotions
either to the Viet Cong or ites nevly-formed satellite grouping colled the -‘
Alldance for N-tionaly Demooratic and Peace Foroose The Communists have
been making - _ bid for more support from urban intellectunls, educctors and
professional perwrmnﬁeﬁ. while urging urban uprisings agrinst the
constitutional govermaent of Precident Thicue ‘
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"he ther J iuong-==his nome mecns “perfumceesuccecds or foils
in the future remeins a pivotal questions Alvendy he is fooing
difficvitics in forming and officisliy noming hin m Gaﬁmt, reliable
sources roports There is still wide disegrecments Wame polrwen

politicians he hoo contected, these -ources report, ond some powerful
Vietnom.se gemexals, imcluding ‘m Vice Prosident Nguyen Cne Ky, orc
know to bo unhappy sbout Huong*s #d appointmonts moftﬁ“ﬁ’

these discontented gemerals met at the Presidentinl Pulace om Mmg o

qmm

thus fueling more rumors of pos-ible military notion ot ‘
or prossure on Huohge DButy no umsuthorised movements of Viotnemose troopa

bheve boon witnessedy; informed sources roperty ond the eaplial population
secned morc conserned with the Commumists* froquent rosket attacks inte %
homes and ;@ police stations, rather than tho difficultios —ithin the
govermonte :

PFI8  Oytgoing Prime Myni ster Heugon Van Lo ond his lo-membor Cabinot,

who resigned en masse Saturday to pave the way for Huong*s cabinety, is currently
neting as o corotoker govermments Official sources reports
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The appointment of Huong himself is not rogerded here an a major

ﬁ‘-& forwnrd awp tomarde off interncl negotiations with tho Tiot Congs
m at the mont 11: hhhhh Q‘:;;;ibad as opening up the option of subtley/ sidostops
or conversotions towards some beginning of an arragement with the Viet Cong,
if cither nide oo decidoss The internal "pesce™’ picture mey be clarified
later this wock vhen tho foreign mimister is memeds The ourrent foreign
mmmw g g office==has publicly soid that the reshuffle of the
coverament would not affect its foreign policys

Milc seme of Huong?s ng cntourage is comsidered here to bo noutraliste
inolined, the p*g— policy-moking decisions of the cxecutive branch
reside here in tho hends of the Prosident; the prime miniser is conaidered

as “the chief ministor responsible for ezcoution of poliey," as ome Viectnsmose
pol.ttical aome observeds The Vietnomese oonstitution has formul ted

o government ’that"a hﬂt*-?raaidmtial and hal!—yarnamtaxw syotem, much like
G&Prmidant Charles DeGaullets governmont in Framoo or the g current

gov romont of South Korcos '
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Huong*s primery mission of achieving some unity among the
non~Comunist political factiens hove $s, in faot, rogorded as en
essential pre-condition before an intornal political scttlement agrecable

o all sides oan seriously bo entered into & by the ‘3@4@«: rogimes Vietnamense
politicions M argue thet iﬁ‘ the TViet cmg nre pMmﬁpm
and dymaniec politic=l forse in the South=-and if thoy are allowed into a
@1 coalition govermment, thay would "owallow® up their non-Communist
opposition at w&llu ‘Buty these politicions aﬁgm, if somechow the
non-Communist groupings con bo unified into a @o cohomive force, then g
@ 00a11t1cn gevernment neot mot be & podsticel defont for tho womeEe
Communistoe—nnd perhaps some persons m@t be @ induced to dosert the

Viet Cong rmka.
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0fficially, the American n,liaaim here remea the change of
b?gwermant as "an internal Vietnamese motter,” af;:faaed to comment
on tho moves /n official npckem seid the Amerdcan govermment backed ne
p rtioular candidate for the e prime minister-ships Howover, privately,
informed sources indicate ‘mbassader Ellsworth Bunker had supported o change
in the Cabinet and the Prime msm ‘ the Communist Tet offensive
in lato Jenusry ond he supported the nomimation of Huonge But, the
post=Tet change of govermment, widely rumored nt the time, became bogged

down in Viotn mese bickering and was agﬂe& The ﬁ‘omuugtsv ~coond

”-'ta,.,,‘

ground offensive inte the ecpitaly lorgely unsuccessful in a military sense,
novertholess orented more economic end ¢ political problems for the Loo
govornmenty while o4 the seme time lowering its prestige. Hence, the

current urgency of the govermment chonge~-and bofore Prosident Thiou viaits

the United ,tatemifw time vhen Vietnom is facing increased wer pressure

by the C@Mate around the cities, more politicol subversion within tho cities,
"D the wncertainty of peace tallks in Parise
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Informed sources report that since/h his arrival hore last
summery, ‘mericon mbngssader Bunker has boeen working ﬂanrously o
promote unity cmong Vietnambs sdBtode mmuvzuan politicnl groups
ond porsonaliticse Up to the appoimtment of Huong, these oﬁ- obsorvers
bel iove m: the ’mbassader has largely foiled in the positive semse of
foroing or FEEMET porsunding cuch wAEl, unity, although in o mogntive
sense; he hos apsured, with the politiocsl impact of half-million Amoricom
troopsy thet the Vietnam's former @- coup=happy days did not re-appew
on the politicnl front,

‘\Ee.rﬂu mel‘ggc&ngonanne-daytrip to Toyninh provinece
outside of S igon. I%11 r?ﬁ return Tuess night or vednesday morming, The
government nnnowncenment of the mow government is not oxpeoted wntil aftor
Tuesday ond T wont to oheck the Cambodian border situntions Ve will probobly
file snother plece when the announcement iso madoy oapaoiall:, more in tema
of tho balamoo of forces within the GABE govermment ond the offoct om pence
i T
like overyone else, Onmce this blows over, I plm to go to namngg -
ficpdu hopefully, got in a ome ftelf dey trip to tho Seventh Ploct i case
the bombing raide are halteds Regords Bev)s
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