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SAIGON, @% 08200, (UPIS)—Buddhist politico~priests
in colorful, flowing robes of chocolate browm, canary yellow or
saffron orange are the Vpimting pelitical hinge on vhich swings
the fate of Vietnam——and of the enormous Americen military, economic
and political commitiment here.

"Me role of the Buddhist leaders is the same as a
door hinge," one well-informed Vietnamese intellectusl cxplained,
"“Mey cen swing the door of Vieitnam in any direction—towards
war or bowards peace, towards the conference ta,blé or the battlefield.
Both the United States and the Communists cem use the Buadhis{s
" for negotiations to settle the Vietnam wame®
The "erunch question) as one Vestern official explained,

was whether the Buddhists would = a pivot more to the Communist

|

oL :
r;:ide\‘mg American side.

Both Western and diplomatiec sources agree that the B@s’f

nilitant Buddhist organization has been infiltrated by the

Oy 5?;«73'5 Mgaﬂ ymuni st agents~=but @oe none %@ﬁmes
'? B the extent

would even “guess"

of this subversive processe
(Hore—%iller: =BD)
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"The dimensions of the Buddhist-=oriented power is growing
by the mimute," & the Vietnamese intellectual continued,

"It is the Buddhict leaders who are now meking policy in Vietnam=—
12>

8nd the Saigon govermment are only

reactings

"It is only the grace of the Buddhist nmoiks~-notrpinot the

*

support of LRAJ--that determines whether Prime Hinlster Nguyen Cao

Ky ean survive. I’g,is iny the Buddhist priests in the northern

provinces that e:m~g

tt the civil insurreotionmnoh’ptnot T 7-6
o M (“"’a‘f‘\" NU RPT\)D
thirty five thousand American Marinesd

b ar t=ingpired demonstrators cple
The rxmpagiﬁmﬁ%d icfs Sp =

A thout Pirinz a qhot:‘-cmi‘ine all American troops in the cities

to their zoo-like cm;g;élmd.s nrotected by barbed wire. Not even

the bmr:unists with all their military force can do thats®

(Morgmiiillep=—r)
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In g;ﬁ May, nineteen sixty three, the Buddhists begsn
their movement of protest sgainst the regime of the late President
Hge Dinh Diem, aye Roman Catholice  When Diem was toppled by

six months later in Hovember,

by nilitary coup d'etat
the Buddhist leadership began to consolidate its Fte strength-—and

itis sower m slowly blossomede Since then it has beoome aye vital

third force expanding between the Communists on the one extreme

ety

and the anti~Commmis$ governments on the other extreme, TS
gources close The to the Vieinamese goveﬁnmeﬁt argue that the
Buddhist leadership has consistently had three political cholcess
to protest against the Communists, to remain neutral or to
protest against the various Saigom govermmente. These sources

contend that f%ii.the full impaet of the Buddkist power has only

been directed at the zthes Saigon regimes--—and

notrptnot against the Communistse Then the Buddhists were neutral,
they only consglidated theix rankg for the next protest thrust

<A WM E R

=t the Seigom 55%5!55;“”%53§g'sourees saYe
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One of the leading “poli_cymaking“ Buddhict momks is named

Thich (Venerable) %k Tri Quang, aye steely, enigmatic forty-three

year ¢ld priest vho was born inm IESSs the 3=y
province @ of such revolutionory Vietnomese as President Ho Chi Minh

now Pregident of North Vietnam.
According to inside sources snd failhful followers of
the enigmatic monk, this is an immediate sie=by step-~by-step

—‘v ;.? s
WE’PK“.Z f:li “X, of Tri Qumg‘s. S'ﬁl‘&t@@’l

1., Election ithin three months in govermment=controlled areas

for aye comstitutional M agsembly to draft-—cnd approve
immediatelyz=the “Danad ‘.Ya.z..f ‘nationsl constitution. (Prime Minister

_body te half-olected and half-nominated,
Ky Tents thi (in Tour to six months--and approved by aye rsdemmadu

reforendum, )

2. The cemaidn constitutional assembly we would also

draft regulations for the election of aye legislative bodye

(Morem-iiiller-=HD)
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elected
3. Tis\legislative body, couposed only ¥6 of civilians,
would in turm: Elact eye chief of stete and nome aye prime minister-

4 :
both cj.vizmi%% Norptnod Buddhist priest would dircctly participate—
but the Buddhist-bloe of laymen would be TPEF™ETE cizeable,
4e Mot eivilian prime minister would consult religious,
politicel ond social groupinge to form aye cabinet--totally civilian——
t0- be approved by the legislativé bodye

o i
5. At this point, Prime Hinister Ky, v cperating /15

Yy

D g

B corvetoker goverrnment, would them turn over power Uo
S -
U)sjqbd{%/ (')M!f\/
the new eivilian goverrmente. At some : point
before this, the top-mon militery junta would be phased out before
By tronsitions power, The demise of the military jumte, vhich fIw
js new the lesal politicsl base of the govermment, would el ther
O RIS
be deecidedX by the consiti¢ional provisions——or by the demonstrations
and turbulence in the urban centerse.
6. . Once Ky has transitioned power to the new civilian

covermment, #l the military gemerals would gt cive up their

politienl role and return solely to military matters.

“ 7. Having accomplished 211 this, one of ‘the first major
wwg questions to be discussed in the legislative would be
vhether or notrpinot smerican and allied troops should be allowed
to stay in ?ietnﬁg;::hgw ma,nyv troops, their exact geographic

= oG Vary rete
positioning, ™M iis g 7 st

8¢ The role of the American and allied troops would be
only in } support of the Vietnamese.
(liore~-i1iller—=BD)
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There would be norptudt more "American only" operatinns;
under an American commender, hmtxix indepeandent from the Vietnamese
troops. The American naval gunfire, airpover amd srtillery would
support the Vietnamese itroops only on requests

9¢ The Vietnamese goverument would present an economic
aid budget, %o be requested from the American govarnmengs and othex
foreign govermments, and this would then be discussed with the
Mmerican government,

"But £ Tri Quang does notrpitnot want surplus foreign;§§3
aid dumped on the heads of the Vietnamese," +the source explained.
"ile wents economic aii that will develop the country.”

10« Om the social sidey the'Vietnam;se population would
act as "watchdogs" tc see that government officials aet efficiently
and honestly and that the Vietnamese troops are well vehaaved w
behaved with the populaiion, |

(More~~Miller-~2D)
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"fhig is t@ Tri s&uang pl:an-—-an& he is determined to carry
o B

it out r.:mether byf Gk: am:: intrigue or persuasion,” one reliable

Vietnamese politician ezplaineds

The f3=%0 followers of Tri Qua:ng explained that the
basic FFes premises of tH¥x this strategy were based ow aye
combination of religious plus natiomalistic faciors. The Buddhist

*@m religa.on would be given special status, bdut less than

i f d-//
W \fmaue religion, and would be considered the

T _r;r‘ Tri Quang is attempting to

"religion of the peoples™

ve Bac’dlu.sm beccme the spckesmen of all the non-Catholic religions.

; of whi,gh, ........ e &
S RITEITEeNTIOL Toughly ten percent of

He ccnsidera L'

the_ peorleg are followers, to be "an imported religiom," with

\f"

Tirst allegionce %o the Vaticam rather than Vietnam.

(More~~t1iller=—~FD)



seventh add—-morgan gandy---saigon % x x than Vietnan X X Xe

on secular affairs, Buddhism, which he considers the
nreligion of the people"™ would become inter~twined with Vietnamese
nationalism and these two forces would be directed at both the
nforeign imported ¥@E1 ideology of Communism," as well as the
"imported® Western influemce on the Vietnamese economy, social =1

£ /f’;‘w‘)

and cultura%-;mav

cfore the seizure of powver, rsrely portray themselves

(communiéaﬁ
a8 227t stheistie to the populatiom and are considered in Vietnam to be
the ultra-nationalists. The Communist cadre preach nationalism
rathor thew Marzist-Leninism to the population they are attempting
to converts)

Tri Queng, according to these sources, has divided the

Victnamese cociety into three categoriess the Communists and

pro-Communists "who expléit Vietnamese nationzlism for tactical reasons;"”

the tE» true Vietnimese nationalists who apeeEEtyraxyTited have been

exploited by the French colonialists and the "dictatorial® Diem regime, and
are currently exploited by the foreigners as well 2¢ by the Communistss

Si’"ﬁ (al Ll

aye samit minority of "war profiteers”, into which he lumps

£

an

Vietnamese generals, government officials and Vietnamese traderss

o

(more~~iiller—ED)
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At this noment, X if the Duddhis¥ leadership does notrpinot
ebtaigk,» “ o
it aye government that carries out Tri Quang's plan, the ff“f/J77*V -
politico-pricsts gfivare expected to intensify their §§? agitation
zmk e¢ither ageinet it or withim ite

But, 4if Tri Quang's plam is carried oud, the unknowm

Tactor is whether k

he coasiders his Tirst enemy
to be the "imported" ideclogy of Gediﬁé@%t;@ummunism, ox the

mimnorted” American trcops.

(Bndit-Miller~=3D)
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