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28 1CH—~—Vietnan has witnessed the introduction of
not sinmply helioopter warfare, but alsc hellccpter diplomacyes

The "oa&e—gn&h&rs in striped ponis,” as the envoys
were onee derisively called, hove escolated from the more MOUoPA
open—chirt 3ee§ diplomacy Em; the past deoade o the R khaki-clod
helicopter éiplbmcy ourrently employed in Vietnam,

This new era in diplomacy, otill wndergoing drastic
ehonges, includes whirlwind tours in the giant whirlybirds by such
visiting bigwigs as Amoricen 9én senators or the Vice mmaam,
Prosidential hopefulsy, the Thei prime mimister ingpecting his ]
couniry's Cuecen Cobra Regiment, a Caliifornia Congressman being
photographed with califforaia Gs I.'s and & delegntions of South
Korean or Filipino officials spiralling down to & chat with thelr

nations* troop conltmentes |

(More Deenc)
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On %he Ameriocan side, <this type of diplomacy has
boceme no provalent that a hﬁﬁﬁ haliport has boon construsted
atop thond¥ now U, 5« Bubasay situated in the heart of Saigone And,
= gx&v&ta civilian airline, oalled As> America, has beon contractod
% ithe fmorican govermment o provide heliocopier transgport for the
bevies of U, ", officials frem Seigon and Vashington plrouctting
around tic Vietnomece coumirysides — All U, Se military servicege
irmyy Bowy, flx Yores and Merimes—maintain their om helicopter
unite.

In the broadsst sonse, helicopter diplemesy is olso
preaticod by the 3outh Vielnomene officlels within their owmn coumiry,
fir=t whon they vigit Allied troop units and seccond vhen they
represent the ocentr2l govermment with on inspection of a renole
villepe or 67% outnost vwhich rerely &% secs olose-up @ helicopter
or a Vicinmene Precldents WHe high Vietnamese officlals px«o’bab]y‘
originated the idea of helicopter diplomacy in the first place =ome
four or five years agoy and now Prosident Nguyen Von Thieu

by heiicoptex ./
commutes from his home on tie outskirts of Saigon to the mﬁidential
Palace in the heart of the citys Originally, 211 sircralt and
holicopiera wore ordered to diirt Saigon because thoy made too
mush noise over tho city (and often signelled o coup atterpt); now
saiponosce regularly see the Presidential helicopter touch dom
on the Poloce Jiyn amongst carefully temiod shuzbbery and flowerse
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This trend of "Have Helicopior==1ill Travel™ was rocently
arematized by South Vietnamese President Thicu when he visitod 2iied
treops mnits in the provinces surrounding snigons The explieit purpose of
the m dirlometic venture was fo expross gouth Vietnomese appreciation
to the A1liod umits and to wish the troops a happy holidays~-Christmas
ane and Now Yoers for American and AMustralian troopers and luwmar new yoor
in lote Jonusry for the South Korean troops. M integral port of
helicopter diplomecy is widesprend press coverages designed to radiate
mm entc energotie, tean-mate image within Vietnom and ahroads

Taus, a full plk toon of corraspondente—Fforeign journalists,
tolovision orews, imvl including those for the natiomal Vioinomoene
network, the soni=govormment pmsé agmcy end Presidentiel press
officoers, ésp&rtadk seigon's Ten Son Nhut airpert at 8 oeme They
were transperted in three Vietnamese helicoptersj the pilots wore
$he fomed block flying suite and lavender nockerchiefs, vhich have
epitomized their "wind of the gods" character since their firet
bambing redds over North Vietnon in eerly 1965, As the helicopiers
fiuttorod above and then awey from the world?s busicst airvort, oors
bolow appecred toy-size and the prillboxes, stores and houses of
nouburbon®  Seison assumed dollecize neasurensnics Theny, northwest
of the capitaly, over the nipa palnms and rice paddies into a diffcront

conbulYe
(store Decpe)
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Pifty feot in front of soveral startled Vicinomese
peasant wemen, o wovering columm of cemsswl groen smoke from o g tin
mm:zcwm:mtmebwpwathewu'ioofhm
helicopters, like glont motal dmen dragonflics, splralled downwards
The press party wes met by & mini-convoy of ?’ south Yorcan joopsy
ench spotlessly washed clean of the over-present red dust-—end luxuriated
with ~hite rubber mate on the floor and plostic chewsl chair frames
cushioning the seats, PFrom the rice paddies of Vietnam, the Gudwedio
delogation e drivem soveral hunired silesfato an sberration in the

wilderness——an Oriental country vithin an Orieatal couniye
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sandbagged bungelowestyled war-roomsy operations buildings
and wotch=towers, like cerie, king-sized igloos, dotted the landscape of
the hendquarters for the South Koresn "Dove" BEnglnecring Béttale
Battalion, It was the first South Korean umit to arrive in Viotnam
in 1965, o Vietnamese press officer told new correspondents—and W'
eprige of cross sprouted from tho sendbags atop thebuildings. Signs
in the hendquarters sres, indicating "War Room" were pninted ProGisory
with precision in Inglish and Korocane

From the midws multiestoried wtoh-tovers and clevated
mechinegun positionsy well-starched Korcen lock-ocuts with bincculars
peered over the Victnemese lendscopce The scene resembled nEFAEDm
the demilitarized zone ﬁ;; apnother wor in enothor decade-~the dug-in
positions slong the 38tk parallely as though & part of ‘?outh Koren
had been transplanted to Vietname

“There are wo?" one Americsn correspondent queried f.n
astonichmonts

"Binh Thuen village, in Gia Dinh province,”

"How far from Saigon?”

"Pon minutes by # helicoptery® he was tolde

"Ahy all distences are now measured in minutes,” the

correnpondent pontificnteds

(liore Deepe)
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The South Koreens hed rmisgem made subat ntial efforts to
impress the South Vietnemose Prosident they were committed to fight fary
their welcoming pariy vwes headed by Korean ,&mbasmdaé shin seng shuly
the dean of Fnigon®s ﬁipimﬂtm corpe wic gported a bluc sult end glont-
sized ciger, ond the commander of all'm Korean forces in Vietnam, Generel
Chae Vyung chin, whe ¢2n readily quote andz refute WEl Moo Tee THUNE
Tungs Tungts guerrilla wmrfare strategys

it 8315y within wemi minutes, President Thieu srrived in
ar heliconter along with a many-splendored arrsy of Vietnemece brass and
General Creighton Vs Abrams, deputy U, s commander in Vietnam, As the
American-piloted pacssnger heliconters touched devm, =2 duo of ‘merican
"Gobra® sumnships wpm ?1 foverishly thrm the w&% suPpreas

any inooming Mmi iEh e

Predident Thieuy, wearing 2 civilian-styded khski suit e
ushered into the wer room (the press delegntion was barred) =nd ageuth
Rorcan officer oould be herrd through the open windown to prosent a
brisfing in tho ?QWG Tieinamene langunges The Tiotnamese toncs were
enmuncisted in gutteraly sitoecute fashiong the accent was different "like
a Fronchman spoeuking Ingliczh,™ one Vicinomese ocoomented. President Thicu

1L
7

then gave » short spoech, pre-ented a lasquer-ware pleguds to the Koreans

and in turn received a Korcan plagque from theme At 8240, the Procidontial

and the press delegations departed in spe separate helicopter convoyse

(liore Deepe)
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Theny eactwards to Bearcaty éﬁe headouarters of the Uy Se
9th Infentry Jivigiony which Precident Thieu later deseribed as
%a oity in the Jungle,® end "uich a Veotern Journaliint deseribed
as "o meeningless ancmely mix carved out of the jungle with no relotion
to anyihing sround if..f-" The presn dolesption was greeted by an
aiy conditioned f¥my bush busy vhich 3 wma in furn escorted by a jeep
with Snoopy's words peintud nesr the “Andshicld reading, ‘Curse youy
Red Borone” The Presidential delegetion s grected by the vth
pivision @ band pluy #¢he Colonel Boogle larch,® & very fama“’
Ronor guard of helf dozen platoons and a roster of five othor iwrican
generels represeanting other Us e mnits and commands in the nress The
half page roeter of digmiteries was mineogrephed on white paper
marked "confidential® with the notetion: *pormgraded ot 3 yr intervalss
2 devlassificd afﬁeﬁ 12 yrss DOD @ir 5200,10%

in ten nult minutes, President Thiou wos glven & brushectroks
Yeicfing by the ‘mericams and then he gave a specch m?ﬁﬁ preising
the Us e troops for their Tgpectapulor resulto,” fw apening the roads
sround nigon's defense poripherye He seid the Comnunist mein forces had
It been puchod into sanctuerics along #he TilZy the Loos and Cambodian
bordersy “whioh is s good sign for us because we heve the opportumity
to deatroy them swoy from the populated erense” Agoing the President
gove out noatly Wﬁd @ifte of lagul o 1aeatesmard 1eoqucre
lecquerware, ond the 9th Pviscion made the Precident an honorary member
of thoe "Ootofolly amsamtgummuein the unit's emblom of "eight brothers

surrownding the O% ninth brether in the middle,” in the vords of thole
nrone officcrs f
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The generals then came onto the fringe of the parade
grounds vhere iced Lipton's tea was served, Prosident Thicu cok A
eocked Hix his sea=br sea~blue bascball cap mkkhk edgod with heavy
gold braid and §m chatted with the American officers,

Suddanly and unexpectedly, U, Se Anmbassador Ellsworth
Bunker, in cotton pinstrip suit, errived with an American aide and
Jjoined the teca-sipping partye President Thieu said to the Ambassadors:
“From the air, I believed this (Bearcat) was 2 new city." General
continuing the chitchat, then described a 96-ton

-

machine which cut dom the jungle so "1t locks like & quilt when you

£ly over it."
Then the Ambassador whispered to Prosident Thieus "Could

I have a word with you.," Thicu agreed and they stepped into the generalty
officey along with the Ambassador's aide and General Abrahms, Ten
minutes latery, the foursome came outy; presumably having discussed

an extension of the New Yearts truce which the Vatican had requested.

The Ambassador then drove in a jeep to his helicopter and Bm oo he
walked *chopper-wards, his brown hat hksmw was blown off his head and

it skittlod ncross the driveway, A half dozen Army officers ren after

it and retricved ite

(More)
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Thon the Nui Det, along the South Chima Sea, where the
8000-mnn fustralienliew Zealand Tesk Foxce vas hoadquartered amongst
rubber trcose The same precedurecs were followed=——the official briefing,
a short spcoch of Wiaﬁ& by President Thiou, Vietnamese gifts
to the Australians end coffee and Bisou bisovits under an exquisite
portrait of (ueen Elizabeth in the officerts club.

A%t noony the helicoptering dolegations landed in the midst
of another rice paddy, this time signalled in by 2 column of rod smokes
) peasant woman, with obvious disgust, began to move her mats-ful of
unhuakod rice away from the whirring *choppers. The press delegation
begantomlkdmthaduﬂ:ymé, lined with freshly planted coconmut
palma, to vhere President Thisu would visit the Vietnsmese Revolutionary

Development teams and their = security battalionse

(More Decpe)



Decpe
Thiou--page 10

Glencing at the esustere thateh huis beking in the dazzling,
high-noon sun, & newly-arrived correspondont emotods "“This locks
1ike it%s right out of the Mgddle Agos.” Buty the trunks of the trees
had been whitewashed for the Presidentiel visit, the school now sported pink
swings and tecter-totters, the local police wore their freshly
polished shoulder pistols, the soldiers, forming the honor guard,
wore shoulder braids of golde

The Prosidentiel briefing in this Ben Trenh village was
held in o hot tente The village, oconsisting of six hemlets, wes
defended by one regular Vietnsmese Army battaliony and two loeoal militia
platoons, FPour fmericans advised thems The senior advisory Capte
Ronnie Williems, oxplaineds

“when I first arrived (9% months ogo) this was a stronghold
of the 514th Viet Cong battalion, There wore possible enough poople to
crowd ﬁhe marketplace, but no more., There was no childrens no ricej
only weeds; no ochool or dispenserye The houses were torn domj the
roads were impassible and the whole arce was heavily booby=trapped and
mincde Tho overall eppesvonce wes sort of nogatives

“Now since the Vietnemese battalion and Revolutionory
Devalopment $eanms have come in, the living condi tions have picked upe
People are making money from their riceficlds; I've scen pcople groving
vegotablos where noh nothing but weeds grow before. I've seen them
eroving ontile and somehave started meking bricks aguine Hoxre people
have moved back into the areca and re=built their homese ™

(ore Deepe)
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Precident Thiou inspccted the development teams, oclad
in the black pjamas pajemes of peasants, the defense bumkers, the
sustere loon=-tos serving as the soldiers® billets, the 2= two-room
dispensary and the threc-room school, where the children shouted
"gtand wp" in unicon as the President entereds Thiou stopped to
agk one wide-gyed schd schoolboy "where do you lives were you in
school before?”, but the tot, t00 shy to anewer, simply fidgetted
with the hole in the back of his faded cotton shirt, For the ocoasion,
the Viotnamese schoolteachers, in simply floving ao dedis, had planted
gem emall bouguots of flowers on thoir desk; on exponded artillory
shell had been suspended from a tree to serve as a ding-dong bell
calliing the children to ctls clanss

In the nevly-repeired merkotplace, Thiou stopped to lock at the
community's 21-inch telovicion set,; and ordered it turmed on to De sure it
workods A snow blizsard appecred on the sety programming had not
yet begun for the ay. |

“*The TV is hn‘nadonwaryni@tanthoSOGpaoplé
come to the market to wateh 1%," one Vietnomesc ¢ivilian govermmont
civilion anploye cxplained. "Bven the Viet Cong come and wateh ity tho

they never say they'ro Ve Ce '§

}
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Then, the President stopped at an "uppor-class® farm house
with & concrote flocry tiled roof and wooden siding and acked the
old man residing theres "Do you knowvmo 1 an?™

The old m&n with a straggly beard enswored, "Ho."

The village chief them imtroduced the President and the old
man said he hed voted for Thieu as President in the September clectionse
"I remember your ticket," the old men saids Ie continued:

“This is % once in a life-time for me, Never in my l1ifo
have I scen o Presidents Nowy *$il the doy I diey, I think I wiil
be coniti oenﬁmted.:"

Theny & gayy open—-uir lunch under palmtrecs and 2 white
porachute from an expended illumination flare, The President sat at
the hoad of the officers officer's iable in a wooden armchair
of rose emboszed sating the press also was seatedy the company of
regulor soldiersy howevery stood up at their assigned tables for the
moaly

(ore Deepe)
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. ghe traditional Vietnamosc ‘moon meal of stewed and braised
beef was fmmrfzpr interspersed with very na&wﬂetnﬁmeae rock 'n' roll
music ployed on two electric guitars, electrically amplified, and a
trumphet, Soveral female singers, dressed inm fatiguos and high=heoled
shoey sangy reprosenting the Vietnamese Arnmy's 403rd Poyshological
vapfare Componye A quartotte of Revolutionary Development cadre sang the
rousing Re De song, vwhile a five-yor® old lassydressed in mini-cirborne
faticuen, watched wide-oyed and sipped an iced pope

Thon, 4 & Victnomove compony cemmender, with @ short Besttlo
hairout, red nookerohiof end shoulder holster, sang & melanoholy songe
fle ccomendod the lgt Coey 1ot Bney 11th Rege, Tth ARVH Divicions A
Victnomese majors, vho ten years ago hed studied at the Ft. Bonning (Ga. )
Infantry School, explained the song, which he loosely translated to
mean "Nostalgia."  "The company commondor is from North Vietnam,® he
soid, "and the song is about his exodus from Hanoi and his memories
of Honod and sometime he expests to go back to the Northe Something like
BacArthurts speech in the Philippiness 'f%t *1%11 be back',"

e turned to his imerican advisor, a young eoptain from
ponnaylvenia, =nd explaineds “Phe song is something similar to Frost's
poem *The Road N,t Taken®s™ The coptain, an Bnglish literature mejor
in colloge, nodded =nd explained, wProiln "Frost comes down thEx a road
in the poem ond there's a fork in the road and he can go either ways IHp

tokos the one least traveled by. He could go into business and earn

money or he could write poetry, and &s he locks back he thinks he took

the right roads”

.
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Tho Vietnmesem major said paventhotically to & visitors
wihe osptain teaches mo Americen dictation 15 minutes & day. Ho roads
me ot lonst one poem each day and I read it back to him and then wo discuss
ite®

The Vietfifmene singing Vietnamese compony commender ended
"Fostalgia® with a salutes Then, the correspondents pulled their
cheirs intc a m—cﬁcle under the palms'k to ine interview President

—mostly in. the negative—="
Thiuce For twenty minutes, the President angwerced the probing questionse
mmmkiyx Vo, the President seid, he would not personally ack Pope Paul
to modinte +the Vietnam problems WO ol Noy the President emphanisedy
his government would not recognise the National Liberaticn Fronty, but he
would talk to individusl Communistse Nog the Prosident said, his foreign
minister was not going to talk with North Vietnomese representatives
in Porisax or Africas
(more Deepe)
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