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“’IGQE, APRIL 15-»13 sevanﬁy ‘dnysy American airoraft dropped
955000 tonn\'ﬂ bom’ﬁa m:gh combat base—a tonnage equivalent
of noorly five atomie bembs of Hiroshima vintage. MNore (¥fie tomnaged was
droppod in support af xha saph thon was droppod by all Allied sircraft
on mdﬁn ;942 and 193 combineds ond more tham all the conventional
ordnance (cxzcluding the atomic bembs) than was dropped on @1 Jopan

. throughout world Wer II. The support of Kh@ Senh from

m Jonuery 21, vhen the sioge begen, to Maxch 31, when the a:m?ndj
L g ¥ e e i
offensive bepan, represenied one-fifth of the tomnsge of RITIOT

bombers during all of the Koroan Vol
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Us Se Adr Force, Navy ond Marine $E8TIDT tactical nircraft flow
21,890 individual strike sorties——one plene on one strike, The gient
cightmengine B-52's few 425 millions missions, varying between § three to
twelve sircraft per missions B=52 sor%ias&' aﬁa not relensods

Beosuse of ithe demstktian i;} croen hills and surrounding jungles,
Khe Sonh beczme known o AlF Foma? ag "the Big Red sScer," as moreémé. nore

rod.olay s churned upe W8
The B=52 missions marked the first in the Vietnan wer--and in history--—

R

ﬁA{Q 'bwggv?rs mr@ used & for tactical support of ground treops on such a
e custained bosise The Morines in Khe Sanh, while under siege, ocalled
tho B-52 reids "the i No. 1 song om our hit parade, That's really sweot
m music.”® The low rumble, the whirring of the bombs, the shaking
hille=—scmetimes only 1500 meters from the Morine frontlinog—caunsed off
one lomeranking Amerieen Air Force officer to comment, "This really is
semething historic for messeto 4 see a B=52 iﬁ raid so close to human

beingse Bven Alr Force generals have never seen thice."
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