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o @sg(}g s MAY 10~=A s Vietnam pesce talks begin in Paris, sonior
wm:mders believe the Allies are currently winning a
olerout militzy victory in the significent battle of Seigon,
They say they hrve inflicted disasterously heovy lasse ’fon the
.@m three-plus Communist division equivaléhtg which have aitempted to
agsault and infiltrate the capitel.
"The battle of Saigon is being won largely outside the city," one

h}gh-—placed source explaineds "The Commumists are taking heavy losses."
But, Allied commenders are still concerned zbout the Communists
small-unit copabilities--to MM and @a mortor ‘Saigon, |
without much riskﬁ to their troopsy or to raise urban havoec with
terrorist ineiden%f?ﬁip/m; and propaganda teamss
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Captured Communist prisoncrs hove told the Allled commonders
that their uwnits hove been ordered to stay im the eity and ﬁ@t at any
coat s.mi hence more small=gocle actions are expected in the ne r future,
Somo SEHES undte bodly battered in the battle of FF Sed gom avo cxpooted
to withdrow nnd regroup, probobly five 1% kilometers from the city limits,
where they will try to got # ammmition, supplies and a"& continue horracsmont
of the eapital.

"But, their units are in bad shape,”
n“we ore finding ond desiroying them m it will tak§ ti%;tn find 211l of thoms

sl B

¥e hove to soorch every little bit of mipa p@a palméﬂ if noty they let you

walk by thoeme e {. ,
"But, I'm very UPtumists I feol that within = couple of dayn, tho
nigon will be wom end the oity will be scoure militerily c@* secure

battle of 5
m (fmm m :m-foroe mim), but it will toke time to got the smiperss®
g onl ,@J "B vl 4 f r ~ g
/ /
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Ceptured Comounist senior officers and documents hove confirmed
for the 72llied commonders here that the current Cemmundot offenaive »
is o "to achiove a paychologicol vietory lcarsd::.gg ¢ a political udvantoge
at the m nogotiation teble. The of the offensive appe:rn
to be crrefully reloted to negotictions," one informed source expleimcd,
"Hence, thes ccmmist*: muts h va boen ordered to remoinm in the Soigom

“reny but thete ooprbilites h ve boen drastiorlly rodusedf* wo expoot that the




2026 308

¥y 13p

batiles 4 (normeas/deepe)

One informod source cxploined thot cmumm prisaqem mid they

"hod been told they had to libernte the South and that Kheze would Bo

a goneral mmﬁ and that they will achieve fimal victory with this
offonsives I @ don*¢ know whet the Commund. ot londers will say next time—-
this linc of propegenda is getting o little wiPh g ‘

W documents indiccte o emilar line of ergument ws told m
thedr trocps AUEEREP™ER beforo the Tot offensive vhich began lato Januszys
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The optimienm of Allied commenders is bosed om betﬁ the
quantity and quality o‘: the Communiat lomsos,
In the battle for Ssigomy, within iis oity limit» nand the fringes

“‘!ﬁ ity 15630 Comunists have been killed in the 12l=hour pericd boglaning

4 ﬁom-r; 2y 5 t0 5 aeslie on Moy 9« An additional 100 "mmi ‘e wore csipf;urm

and hondfuls of others defected to the Allied nide. During the W

poriod, Allied m fatalitios woro 8T. Trenslatod into killerotic

toms, 18 Communisie worc killed for every Aliied troopors

. OnMay 9, for example, 402 eonemy Commumists wore hilled im notion
ond eighteon were cuptured im tHY ss3.gon and 4ts inmodiote envizonse Pourteen
£1lded soldiers wore kxned:-»teu Vgeﬁnameaefand four ﬁeﬁe&.mt‘w neorly

ai 30 to 1 kil ,
ﬁ a ratio of killing 100 Commumists m iosing only omne

" themselvese The over-all overge of 18 to 1 kill-raio ratic during the

past fivo daye in the e‘"&i saigon area is ome of the highest in the history

of the wor for sustoined aotiama,‘ informed source: reporle

Qutside of Sedpgon in the m rure“l provinces immedi tely

surrounding the capitaly an additiomal 2500 Gmmi sts hoye been killed
e

in the pnst five d ys since the beginning ¢ of the cnmmim offensivey informe

sourcen reports

s=more roubtor
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: "o huve been intercepting tha mimfme uni ts a@

T,{.enrwte to Saigon simce lute Aprily" one scnior Allicd commonder

eodds  "We hove redused the combst effectivensss of nany of these unita,.
This doos not mean we kulé&wm every mam in the wnit, but it mesns

they hove lost sbout fifty per cont casualticss Ve hf ve ceptmm
all of their orgunized regimonts exeept n fow-—and thoaa éhm'a been henvily

demaged since the last week of April,"

mmore reuter
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More thom the '? é': munbors of Communist lossesy howevory Allied
ocmenders ave #o encournged by the quality of their losnesme

"Hilitorily vhem this battle is finiched, the enemy will be in bad chope,®
one Allied commomdor exploinods “He has loot elot of londership of his
officers and wwmm officersy his key loaders =nd local codre.
Meny of the local ccdre m&l purfoced ~nd sseistod in the mm&n
of militory formations the leond Fil guerrillas wore thrown in vith tho

main forces We hove token o tromendous toll of those cedre end looal.

guorrillas ond this is going %o lewve thei® wholo s mildtory m

system in shomblens ﬂé‘”’ ut leadorship the machine wont*t funciions

You can?t t ke a@o corporal ond make him o company commender in one daye
Meny of those Sb Southemn guorrillas from the villages just ora't bo
‘1%9& by Em‘th Vietnamese from m anothor coumntrys I don't soy

after thiai the enemy cen not launch snothor etteck om !

but it won'y be effectives”

a=more routor
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Informed sources revealed tho ¢-ptured Commumist prisomers and

Y

dofectors hav"a aald thae 2 EEEENT Conmund ot morale is low -

“z.!,nhougb no repe~t xm mags *detactians i:f*/a takon ploce }m clumps

of threo to six defootors/have rallied to the Alldes ot ¥ $1moe They give
as thoir re~sons for defection thot they are not being adequately supported
by their hicher hendquarters, that thoy are hungry ond homesick, that they
are afraid of Allied powor ond that they do not feel they heve a e
chrnoe of victorys "The ¢ff faot they do mot foel e chemce for vietory,”

is the most importent one mentiocmed by most of thom," ome source sedds o

= siiore routed
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Aliled commenders believe the coss to dote in the batile of
a4 e 2N s

Seigon hos hinged on their abils.ty to intercept Communist undts moving

tomards the citye Buty; the Jjob of .ﬁx‘bmeptins Communist unite
is difficuli~-and the cdds are in favor the Communists when they attempt
to infiltrate the cltys
"The Allied interception was well dome, which was the whole
point of the 'z%? Toan Theng (Complete % Victory) operation leunched

the sccond week of Aprily™ a sendor Al Mmerican ficld commander exploineds

"This is not to may we got every mm{ OW citys It is

e RN ;
viet vic virtu:lly impossible to got overy enemy umit before it gete to the

edtye ' 72/ L

\2&.

"Buty, it is ezsy for ithe Communisis to i’:g infiltrate, NMony have
government identity caxds ond wear civilicn clothesy”  tho source
continuodes "Some ﬂai_“hm!wan dress in Vietramese government uniformse
They speck the M‘mﬂwg@ and they haove their weopons cached in
the citye It is virtu:lly impossible to stop overy mane The Vietnamese
prelice g 4id an ezceptionnl job in picking up some infiltrotorse

sumore yvoutor
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"Ala@, vhen e Communist diviesion moves, it does not form up as a
divieion,” the scurce expleineds “The division bresks dewm into
ook smallor units, generelly componies, or at least no lorger them a
battalion, Then they move ot n0 night, with the compenies re-cssembling
in » base arca, then the noxt morning tlie the threc sompenies move out
separately ogein and finclly at one time when they are within striking
range of the city they form up into battalions ond roegimonts.
__"Ve hove caucht them mostly at night 2s they were moving," he continued.
"It used to be said that the night belongs to the Ve Z. (Viet Cong)e
But it's not frue eny mores In tae past six momths we have stressed
night oper tions How almost all ¢ir oper-tioms are ot night ond it has
pedd recl dividends becouse that is the only time t‘?aé Yiet Cong 6 n movoe™

=ore reoutey
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Relinble Aliied sources hore are, glearly worried abau -3 ?ijg ,f,,/

Aew  TF L ommu,

o, .-

psychologicsl and political repercussiong m Amorica and B‘xsrape, even though

they see the Commumnists as suffering heavy lossose
"I feel sorry for the Americin people,” one informed source cxploined.

e

“They must think the Allied couse is hopeless. By the time m
avemcs are pifted out by the preassy tha television puts on pioctures of

Mgmsand hthex see heavier imerican casualty figures, they must be
willing to sue for ¢ peaces

"But, im fact, the reverse is true. HUCCETEEENEERn ve ore
winning » tremendous military victory--and the Communists are suffering
a real military dieasters

"vhy do you think the Comnunists are negotiating anyway,” he continued.
“The war is shifting geors-—but why? Ho Chi Minh used to say this would be
a long, drawn-out wor, mnaybe even twenty yoorse Thon all of spatdemt”
a suddeny he goes all-out with an offensive into the cities. Wy’? Beeause
he was losing tho nttrition wave The Allies have been fi@tiag?fm‘?rs

"Wy ond Generel (Villiem Cs) Vestmorelend wesr® rightdim

“'ﬁm ueing Allied mobility and firepower to destroy the enemy-—and /the
dagtmy the

Allies could do thAZ

could destroy the Alliose

Communists foster than thoy
s=more router
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“30, Ho Cpi Minh chenged from the proivucied war to the all-out attacks
in the eitics because he wes lozing attrition-winses No onc would change
his tectiocs Af he were wimning. S0 he shifted to nogoticting in Pavis
vhile putting all-out pressure on the capital citios for an al l-out victorys
During Tety 41t worked for hims He won a tremendous poychological victory,

but suffered a militory disaster, Buty the American people did not know

about tﬁm the ﬁlmad milit ry victory, sc they s0lf~i2% imposed

-

their om  OrSETOR T 804 paychologienl defonts”
(Bonks This ie en asscsement from the Amorican point of view by

“W senior allicd commendors This is the firet $ime he h~d beon
interviewed b the press and I suspect ¢ this is e more detailed roview of
what the wires are runnings Tomorrowy, I'1l write another militoxy plece
updnting the & viet Cong colonels storye——this will be more of am
analaysis of the Communists plone

In the above story, I've made a point of using alot of quotes .
expleining the official viewpoint horeg to make it clear it ic the
official approisaly which I think should be rum whother ome m believes
it 40 too roay or not,

«J*11 also meil you a %}3 map of Scigon showing the nine precincis

in case you don*t hove it or noed it in the futurce Could you return me

Thanks for the note

Wik "hecler's photos if they'Te not in the mail yot.
lon~
i thom. Theret's fi ayound the ss tran t te—ﬁgug o8
fm t}rftnf o noi‘ abm knmkeﬁ{%ut putors says m%c t’%ﬂms old v
bottor then Tets HEr Rogords Bev)e e
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