Desr Mrs Bosenfelds

Your letest osblo sbout Khexh's insbility to mobilize cuppor
sxrived %’a tum hovrs before the last plane for Bew York wméma
wawawmmumﬁmmtmm“wﬁm .-

Nemoey IY11l hsve to send that te m% er soon as possibley
but not for the “unia¥e
‘ Reprrding your requeet for why the V.C. 1ull", I was elresdy
working on o broadier plece than that, but whioh smewers that questione
1911 enclose it and hope thet it proves setisfactorye T wea toying in
ny o miul how to weite the pieoe when your cshle arpivedly end so I'11
alse enclose two pages of an slternete lead, if you rrefor thet instond.

My meny therke.
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SATGON-=Ten months agoy 8 Western diplomat desoribed the
anti-Commmnist war inVictmam as "a ship with all the sails flepping, but not
going enywhere." This weeks o the seme diplomat lamented, “Now the ship is

sinking."

The prevailing mood of pessimdsm t-n% is based one’ =
thé % current instability snd uncertaimity of the &ipn* t';n tho one
hand %yend tho expectations of a political-military offensive 3/by the
pro-Commmist Viet Cong guerrillas om the other @-

This is & sum-up of the :?Mpouticakﬂntm sources

i now lock ot the tangled situa tions

(More)
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1. fgho-ﬁmst Viet Cong guerrillas are mow moving
? well=equipped batitalions to concentrate their strength in a "strengulating

are® in the provinces around Saigon, according to relisble militery sources.

(See map.)

The troop movement from the lower Mekong Delta regiom, knowm
as IV Corps--which the Viet Cong alresdy sssume they & dominate--to more tham
half dozen provinces eround Saigom, increases the guerrilla's cepsbility
for rogiment-controlled attecks ajainst all district m end many provincial
towns around Saigons

"My Viet Cong will try to use regimental-sized umits,” one
high-renking Vietnsmese officer predicted. (Informatively only--General Nguyen
Khenh, prime minister)s "The are quite capeble of doing this and ave w1ling to
do s0e But they will have never the force to hold s position. Ve (the government)

can go anywhere we like to."
Some military sources beliecve that the Viet Cong have already in the

A

strengths In one of these last month, two batialions similtaneously attacked
five outpema, but the tw.rd was positioned to ambush reinforcements, which
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tmericen willtary sources attributo the "ominous lull"™ of the
Viet Cong o the success of mere them 6,000 small~unit pa trols; many of them
st nmights Olhsr fmorican soureces note that Viet Cong activiiies alweys
flow in cyclesy with poricds of rest end training sltemmated between
militery cifcensivens Sons Victnemere officers, who ﬁh fought with the
Communist sueszillos during the Prench Indo-"hina War, believe that the
Viet Cong ave wwriting their somi-snmmal venorts to swerior headouarters and
recting ofter sscuring their loot during the »ice harvest season.
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at Dien Bien Phu “zm
in 1954,

In the Third Phase, desoribed im the militory writings of Mao
Teo-Tung, mmall gucrrills bands with s support of the population consolidate
into comventional wexfere uni¥s; but they aperate along o mobile frontline,
to produce what Mao calls "decision or destruction of the w.“ For the
first tine in the ary  government offieials have beenm picking @mw Cong
propegends sppesling for populer support during §# "this deelsive phase of the

. ware™

Howvevory, military sources hea.'a w believe the mpmww
units will attenpt o chowlowmn baitle inm place, but ‘l@f

in many places,
"We're not ming to have a Dien Bien Phuy"™ one military officer

explained, “but Wms&h&hmﬂe Dien Blon Phus."

Sabodas Seholews of guerrille warfere say that there ie little
hoper of destroying » revolutionery guerrilla movemeni aiter i% hos rurvived the
firat phese (orgenigzation and consolidation) and has scquired the sympathetio
W of significant mmbers of twooplo. (See notes of Sarmel B,
mmth in lao Tee-Tung om Guerrills Warfere; page 27)e

(More)
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3e Howover, despite this oconcentrated military threat,
observers belleve the Viet Cong are not interected in mil¥tary victories,
but in producing the "proper political climate" in this capital oity |
alrosdy rent with political uncertainty.

“Mhis political xk olimate is not necessarily neutrelism
as the Commmists wented six months ago," one reliable Western military source
explained. "They do not meed that nows They're now strong enmough %o
expoct absolute sccommodation to whatever they wish to dictate.®

simaltencous with this consistent, spectaculor militery offémsive,
which is expsoted during the monsoom season lasting until Ooctober, the
| "invisible® politioal swbversiom of the
pro-Communiet cloments ie becoming inoreeeingly evident im Saigom and other
urban centers. The prime foous is on current Catholio-Buddhist tensions.

Meny persons believe both the © tholio end Buddhist orgenizations svo oither
infiltrated of influenced by the Viet Congg almost everyone ackwowlelges
thet oven if this is not t¥us, the Viet Cong more thon amyese any other element
benefits from these dissensionse

"We know these r@% religious temsions are part of the
Viet Cong strategy,” e high-ranking Vietnamese seourity officer lemented.
"But we can not prove who thelr agents are.™

(More)
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Other relisble sources note that 18 g of the more than 30
Vietnamese-longusge nmewspapers in Saigon have Viet Cong o gents on thely
staffs, But the seourity souwrce = explained, "the govermment dare not
arrest these pecple because they ave close assoclates of powerful economic
interests and higheranking government officiasls.”

waemm all this antimgovernment trlk is the PuAdhists, Catholies,
political parties,” one nilitent Vietnonese anti-Communist exnlainede "And
behind them ere the Viet Conge And behind the Viet Cong are the French,®

who during the past 38 ten months have proposed a neutralist settlement for
South Viet Nen end skigieim allied themselves with the Communists in proposed
leotien and Cambodiesn ? conferencas

5. While the Viet Cong political ngitation has resulted im
dissensions end wm“@n. the imheront woskmessos withing the
aum govornment has dome likewises

"fhere's o Crisis in leadership and & orisis in confidence in
the Vietnamese government," a university profescor expleineds A growing fear
persists emong the Indien and Chinese business communityy middle~class perents
ere sttemiing to got thelr childrem out of the country; young n@- marriod
couOples oy sisene false Prench eitipmudlp pepers or o smggle theaselves
over the Cambodian borders Bxit pormits ere becoming increasingly prised.
of 22 ’“"’W English-spoaking Vietnamese working in s translating

pooly eight are trying to leave Viet Name Vietnamese now in exile in Paris and
the United Statos sre Mt reluctent to return uwpon the request of the government,
(More)
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Speculation of & pmdins government reshuffle along the lines
orm de Guulle's France has» >t become entangled ﬁthm
the persistent threat of a viclent militery coup d'etat ageinet prime minister

General Nguyen Khanh But oven the-Eiix intellectuals in Saigon are im

disagreenent as hmﬂmm?m”nmwﬁmm
the energetic goateed general, , 'm been cought in amn crossfire between
hisx the Catholic-Buddhist temsions, between various factions of Vietnen's

ﬂn flimsy politioal pertiesy between in-fighting within his own militery
Junta.

In faot, about the only point of agreement at all is, as one
Vietnemese intellectual explaimed, "the Vietnamese government is at the end
of something and the beginning of something nows memmvs
going to heppen.”

«30=

(Notes Source for most of the first two pages of this is Col. Serong,
heed of the Australisn Training theam here. He's on Gane Harkins staff and
everytime I've interviewed himy, he turned out to be rights Ne forecasted
the collapse of the strategio hamlet progrem months before it heppeneds

he's seen Communist tactios in Durma end Malaya and is generally comsidered
an excellent source.)
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Sn’ rone=Rolinble militery sources report pro-Cormmumist Viet Cong

gvorrillee sve rovial homvilmeaonipped bnttalions 4o concemtrate thelr
militery strength in & "sirenguleting are™
of provinoes arommd Seipon,

{%en mep,)

Semrcen beliove <he purposs of trecy movements of clssaified
mmhar of bottnlions is not for ddrect militery attncks on Smigom, but for
the establishment of the proper "political climete™ in this ospital oity
alrendy wont with politicel T R T S s

"“™his political alimate 10 not negEATTY mocestarily mewtreliom
ar the Commminte wanted oix mdnths ago," ome relichble Vestarn milltery source
explaineds “Thoy do not neol thet mows They'ro mow strong enough o expect
sbsolute rocommolation to whetever thedidal.fon: wich to dictate.”

(More)
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A mysierious, momentary period of relative innctivity by the
Viet Cong has givea the Vietnamese govermment forces a brief breathing time
for progress in military operavions and % o ¢the sister program of
pacifying with soelalecconomiowpolitical meens the civilian population. Howover,
“‘zo tm:lm of th
Mtféaea forces ore bracing themselves for the time when \
"omimous lull" are abendoned by the pro-Commmists for rdigmen regimentsl-
controlled oporstions ageinst district towns end provineial oopitala,
"The Viet Comg will try to use egimental sigzed urits,” ome
hi gh~ranking Victnemese officer (informatively ofie only-General Hguyen Khenh,
prime minister) concedel. "Toey are quite capable of doing this and ave
willing %o do ©cos But they will mever have to forcs to hold. Ve (the government

forees) can go anywhere we like t0e"
ltiutgfymwtht the Viet Cong have already in the past

m In one of these lact month, two battalions simltaneously sttacked
five outposts, but the third was positioned to ambush reinforcements. The

ambush semdmamby inflieted serious casusliies om an clite Ranger companye

(More)
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