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_ Bet untll this year did the conrind prevince of Phu Yom, situated

ridmey between feigon end the 17tk prrelled, begin Mving up to itc nome

of "Pence crd Promperity.” like meny other coctioms of Vied Niam, the

province hod neen twe deondon of ere Dupdng Torld Thw X, the M»ce:mmm,

entimoolondnt Viet Winh, who centrcllef ell But the provineis) cepiicl

of “ug Hoe, fought the Jrpamoses ! long redfilvead end vehdoulor bLriige

wis blewn wp by oilied borders ond Lin coment ekoletons etill rice fyom the

murlty Piver. 'zmm, vhen She Irench moved Beok intoe the coumiry, tho Viet

lidnh contintod to hold the countryride end stepred up their herreocmont of the

oolendel administration in the provincisl copitels @ The I'renoh

helé Tuy Ion oity only by meling an srphiblous I-nding ITom the “outh: Chima

Seny but the eity wee loter leveled. “han the wor ended, the Viet Hink

moved ‘e fopth Viet Nome but their cistersy the Viet Cong »oterined contvol

of tho rurcl sectlons of the province ond Pien's goverrmont chelily

coeunied onl: the miwl@ eitye lence, »ured sections of Phu Yen

nrovineo hnft heen nndor Comrund n® mnml fm'
Phu Yoo npovinge 49, furthermore, CY&.GRG [ Soutn Viet Home

¢ sedrny rioco-pioh band of lomd horvily populated by Vietnsmose swgsles

nlong the fouth Chine Ser end Netionnl Highwoy Noe 1@ end thon fumele

into the mownweins, whieh form the Mmemide ohein throughout the nathern

one=third of the repudbiice iere iive the 20=04d tWwrides of the ;mmmvc

Fopte i

**mtv: JONYse
nd €A

# ? 3&;: ¥ ogoy the Tural wmtry;swafm; priviaoiel ompital were about
¢ bo enntuyed by *m Viet Cong =B ThelY hecddurpters, mericon militecry
sirstogioie wlﬁ.fmn '@-\ Civilinn iraffie ~§; at & otandotidl. YFow
perscne wolked t2o mripmtrecte of Tuy Hoo Muwdng the dagtinme cnd none during
the nighte Surdness aotivity dreppeds Frinaxy admcal cdugntion deczan od hy
more than ten papocorte

(lozo)



Ther: on Mey 8 of this yeer, the goverrment injtisted Operation

"

cperationt=the reverse conccpt of a "big sweep" Dby government forces and

Sea Swellow (Hzi Yen), onm integrated civilisnwmilitaery "clesr and held

then vi thdrawals
The firot phase of Operation Seca Swallow was to secure the provineial
saconnts The second

14}

espital and the narrow coastal rice valley slong the
phase, which ends this month, was to move in%o the heavily populated
fertile valleys surrounded by the mountains containing stiffer Viet Cong
influence. The third phase, which begins Yanu.ry 1, is to relocate
the Montagnords  sonttered @haphazardly in the hills into sizeabley
new villageé, ealled "combat hamlets™, |

The Tirst ond socond phases aore both ambitious end impressive. A%
yearta ond, 222 strategic hemlets (Ap Chiem Luoe} will be completeds
This process includes the ersction of =2 dr-:fgnsive bamboo or ;@d barbed
wire fence, the trafiming of village defenders and other pa ramilitary
groups, +the training oi‘@ civilian homlet cadre such a2s first ald
men and personnel associsted with civie ection, information, security and
sseinl welfares the sccuring of the hamlet internally by the isening
of identiy coxds, family photos and inter-family photos for checicing
the whereabouts of ell villagers at sll times; ond finelly the election of
the hamlet council,

More then 4000 of thece strategic hemlets dotting the entire Vietnamese
countryside began in lote summer o givew the government the mecns to
begj.n“m.nning, a losing wa:z‘-“

Yet, in Phu Yon, the governmeni, with substential subsidies of
United Stater funds, did even more, The province beecame the oxperinental
1ab for those “impact" programs for fast rural development, which, if sucoessful,
would be iried in the 40 othor provinces througheut the republic. Rat
poison was distributed as a means to increase orep production and to
\s of December, 300,000 rat tails have been

preserve stored grains, AsS
@ﬁ chopped off by farmers who used the poison. Hedical kitey
SEpRgan two-way redios to lmprove defonse, tools, seeds, fortillzer,

fighing equipment end funds for paying a bounty for ccpitured Viet Cong weapons
o Us Se Ageney for Internationsl Developments

(Moze)

were supplied by th



“on thcnsend moteh boam.. with moz* cudoging um': ewmmm
" sero pristed o m oot of U850, and  theds vaiue o is holng tooteds
(“ie only mateh feotory An Viet Nam capuble of deing the work refuced the Job
far fear the Viel Gong would mq’betage thae phm*&a)
The assumplticn of the:. projects i that the Viet fong
st not azai;y bo elirdnated mmmmxy, ?m?. aloo thefsr p,.ﬁ.nmr rl goononio
man  oast be countered by izugr ving the © banderd of nvtmg for tho
woeal popusntione Doncey Sextbooke meybe more & infiuentinel in defenting
the ’fé.u‘* Gong 6o & bulicts o pig msy Le wore Loporicnt than an eirplome
piloty « veter well moybe more wgndficsnt thea o Rowdioede
“IC you heve the petple with you, yt esn defert the Communi ot @,Eiwzla,”
one officlial involved im VAXT Gounterdn curgonsy progren otnteds “IF moty
46 dgen®t meticr bow aueh aliidtary eciion you heveg you can never wiR
& guereilla cope™ : A
Perhaene the most dozlldng of the capbrimental impnet nrogroms attompied
in P Yen wn- the Pig Projoot. Thio woelz: {100, 23), tho lact of 600 ‘
wm Verirobilro hybied @d hoge “uheoh grow twico an @ blg trice
ae fact” ac the mmi"m%ycwzwum @n Victnamose fubpeds wlll bo
Jistributec 1o 200 femillsc 4n tho provinmse. Two fooder pige and ome
 breedor werc ‘i.ipd bute! on oredit %o enoh fomdly, iwh:‘.n 8 monthe, the
feymer 16 able to nell She fwe fecior rdguy ecrning enough money to ropay
his Initinl ‘abty coot of feed ond dullding of pigety =mnd cammt’ rit whore
panure ¢ stored until 4¢ ean be ured sn fortdlicers The Mitor otop 48 denigned
to fporcnce ercp productions Vher the dresder dears pipgns; the farmor is Toady
to stort corning profits,
The 14ge hit P Yen f;rwinéa ko a h*m oend ot orme They were
aimeunmet in hanlet councli zwe?i ?ﬂi ’&n f}'w cornoy gatheringoss Mo
men twe dowe half of his .M:bs@ In nout cascoy the

pigaties wore more cleborate than tho owpepat hmwm ? Thedxr
cemant fioovey = intricately designed ocnergie walls in: 116 reofe werc

dn 7detingt coptrat to the omerat hmmw%rmwm.:ﬁ dirt FTieors,
thuseh zoofs and  banboo @ shdinge Tiwo pigs hed cleserly bDocome the
“siatus eymboi” of viw Tens Gome faxwers weshed their pige daliy, » feot
shioh mony Tiotnomere childyaen on: not hoast ofs Tho wolght soin and thels

(bicee)
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foeding schedules were the talk of the hamlets as other farmers cagerly
7 “hey should seak pigz next yeer. Never has the

4theiz
watohed to (eternine whetber
health of a pig so grestly affected United States prestige abroade

e onite tarongh the province were snconraging, The oivilien population

again begrn 1o atalle into ths toms for maxkeling apd socializing. OSlores

remain open until 10 Pl The number of civilian vehicles on province

roads iner:ased from zero to 50,

e government expanded its real estate holdings in the provinee

>

by 20 percent since Hay
inatead of 20 percent,” one Americon advisor working closely with the

end now it holds 69 percent of the population

Phu Yen project saide ‘
#Tn tho past three months, our intelligence information from the pecple

o

rupled-~ond it comes from people who wouldn®t tell us

has almost cuadr
anything before," he continueds #T4' s now almost infallible where before

the information was & hiteand-miss sort of thing. It now tokes twloe a8

peny Vietnomese military peoplie to evalucie the iﬁform:&him.
“One good exarple of the people's support was some villagers who
the Viet Cong had cet up an ambusgh along

stopped a convoy and told us
the Viet Cong can't

ihe rondoide. If we can continue %o win the peopley

operate.
wpnother geod indicator 18 in the past dour nonths we had
#pefore were were getiing only
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the mmber of Viet Cong defectors,® he said.

four or five a monthe"™

Tet there are €normous problels that must be overcome if the

progrem is not 19 become ciisa,st:&xéo sly bogged dovile
#"The bigece t problem is the %f the Vietnemese working from the

one Americen sdvisor explained. "To MOy

province chiel down to the hamletsy"
5 with a two and half

this is n ware But the Tietnomese work from 8230 to

hourg seistas
fhere is also the limited sdmini stretive and technicel ability of the

th-n & high school educations

nomlet nersonnel, many of them working with lees
fevoriticn ond “Backbitting

the traditionzl Vietnzmese nabits ol

ind there are
Por oxammle; those receiving

hordeism," as cne American official explaineds
UoAID pigs were the henlet elite, primarily Batholic like the Diem(regi.me,)‘r{sf
were ey celected by the Vietnamese ggricultural union which had a predominer
Catholic memberships Yet, it is primurily(%%e?on-catholics who must be
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ewayedl fvon ':mmaim; 0 i o

The :cpl*@&w%jl" AID mediend kite have d$0fisuliy in
r sebing the sirategle homlets beocuee roowincind Bedieel suthoritios
¢30 reluctant to relsase theme (One Ue oy froy Gnoelnl Fopoes medic had %o
threaten to seo /mbacsodor Frederdck L. Nolting bafore provimoield ho-pib
vould give him his allocated mediciness) Paver swppilen for district
soveprpere m atockniled in ‘aison mpehonsen and edroulstion into the
sural nreas has bean eurtailed 4o 150 inmued par clotriote Mraulotion
had foxmerly boen 500 %o §000 por Of-irict, depending on populetion
emoantontionne Asothor pudblieption, Mian hues {Goot 140 )y Lo weliien
by TS, mpprove? by the Yietnoumese Payohologierl Verfere Tivoctorate, printed
by USI: ond then distriduied by the Poywes perecnnale. v
ismuoo wore oto kpilded In the Peyry verohouses UL thresténed $o cut off
funis wntil they vere relenced for distritution in the stzeteric henlotes The

'ménggsr, @ thrtoleroofed infaamaticn huts in esca strateglo hemlet ave

mfm}m:ley el Jed A@z "risitore Dureous® ot the ioeanl lovel boorung
lower clsee slti-one aro Gdsoouragod from uting thene (e bomlet modisel
cedreff (wheo I ta ked with) owmplsined ho hed not been pedd for ofw mnthe,
though fundc had boen mupplied %0 the province Ly USAL o :

Cmo otory told by mmerican suthoritics in Plm Yem perlirne heat
the probloms e dayy when the hemlot chied: gribosad for a oonneil
mooting, one of the - hemdeto noor Viet Cong terPltory mme atlnckeds
‘a fmoricen odvieor trded %o onll the hemlet without suostesss Thetio wmponges
«29 the lines oul?y® ho sckods :

"Mog™ ho was %0ld "The umlei chlofs cervied thoir tolephenes vith them
20 the meoting," :

@@ The villnge of Dong My (Besutiful west) (ove 293, m® o
"ohowplece” otretegic hmmlet complote with clsboratc bexboo Yenoey nigey
ané & USAIY meoplfod radio lwﬁ«tpa&;w} ves vidted by & cia.}.%;_t&mm of
Vietnnmnce Vietas Tho govermon-dalagate ouddenly odted for n preotice
rlewts 1 btuygo drom sounded the wokndngy iasauoticns g $ooued fpom
the loudmpenker could be hoord wnly o blook owagy ehiliren plegfuily jcunded
1Ol hochon ok 20 part of vho ale®t syotene Yot aduitso, imotesd of

{Bore)

Liluctyroten

Tot Tive of the nine -



¢ ao»

Decpe=—6

ascemblying in the pre-designated arens of the church =nd sohooly, went
on nbout their worke The Vietn'mese VIP roged and demanded to kmow why the people

had not moved to the cemtral defensive postse
"Woll, we thought 4t was a practice alert anywayes™ ho was tolde

The incident seemed to verify the conclusion of one Americen
mojor working olesely with strategie hamlets throughout Viet Nemy, when he saddy
"Without honeot local leadership at the rice-roots level,y y%x':e really

hurting.” (Saigon mewspapers for the pact month have been an end
p/mMa of suthordity in the provinces and the constont checking of the

activities of lower level officinls.) .
When the Phu Yen experiment ic projected throughout the country ot

a coot that ocould well reach meorly USE40 million dollers vhen approved
next yoory those situntions, unless corrected, oould prolong the
war unnocessarily ory worse yet, ocould bde a key factor in preventing a

clear~cut victorys
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