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January 18s 1960

SATCON-=The Red Noose--~a Communist stranglehold—-

is tightening around this nervous capital citye
L Genc &

es indicate that the Viet Cong Communiste
plan to ubtilize wha% thé; described es the "tactics of

Moo Tse~Tung plus those of TLenin" in their long-range
battle nlazAfgr Saigon. This plan combineﬁ‘ﬁae a~”ung‘s
tactics of uéiﬁg armed. guerrillas %o seize the villageu'
and then to encircle Saigon plus th shreet=-fighting and
people'’s uprising within %he inter-ring of Saigcn cityy
gimiliar o the way in which %he Communists sciged power
in the 1917 wevolution in Russia.

i 1itafy'in$elliménce sources also indicate that

%he enu&valenm of a bathtalion of Vﬂﬁb Gonw-organmzea into

suicide gaaaas 0. murder teams, Y s2botage conmando units=—

have'alreaay penetrated within the city llnits of Saigon,

: ”eadv to gtrike when the uommunlug coumand orders ere

received.
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Outside of Saigon, %¥he Viet Cong have established
a double ring of regular forces, organized under two
regimental co-ordinating commandss The one regiment, Called
the "Capital Regiment Headquarters", comprised of three
regular "light" battalionsy; 1is knowm t0 operate clése to
Saigon within Gia Dinh Q?&Viﬁﬁﬁz The second riRginent,
cam@rised ofyfaur regular "light" battallons, opeﬁfatésin
a larger circle surrounding the area of responsibility of the
Capital Regimental Headquar“eré? iﬁgﬁ%@?ﬁh/ﬁ“gt' ion is
cuz:'z-e;%;tly gy ler training and will =eewswee Gho'reginenté up

s R« ¥ Pl e
Yo full] strengtns

Ia shorty +the Viet Cong have Saigon doubly encircled
with two separate rings of troopsz§hese intelligence sources
report the Communists late last year established the two
reginental coordinating commends for Saigon=-Cholon~-Gia Dinh.
On Beceg@ggwj§2~j?§§3 ot a special meeting, Viet Cong

< ——

Yeaders for the mmmkk cepital region established and named
one of the commands the "Capital Regiment ﬁea&quarﬁers.“
The name of the second regiment is currently uUNkNOWI,

" aceording to intelligence sources. The Capltal Regiment

Headquarbers has under iﬁ?s’écntrol=%!!§§=5!!!%-cnly three

w1ight® battalions: The 3rd Battalion sitvated northeast
of Saigon, ‘the 4th Battalion Soutvheast of Saigony the 6%th
' pattalion soubheast of Saigon. The 5th Battalion is under

training<-to be completed next nonth--and is to be assigned
northwest of Saigon, according to military intelligence '
Sourcess '
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These seven "light" battélions controlled by the two
regimental headquaraers each have ﬁﬁaa four companies of
roughly 150 men per company, oOr roughly 600 men per
baﬁ%alionw«which is numerically stronger then a Vielnamese
government regular Army battalion. ' o

These seven Viet Cong "light™" ‘pattalions are
congidered o be harﬁ—core regulars, recruited in their
local villages and,provinces. They oPerate in addition
to the local village and‘regional guerrillas--part~tine
farmers and part-time fighters. 7

Durbng a seven-~day, O, OOOuman operation from
Jan. 8»&5, Anerican paraitroopers and Australian troops
cracked the main base area of the Vietb Cong Qaigun~0holon~
Gia Dinh Committee, killing 151, capburiag 91, carrying

off tone of documents and weapens, whlch were hidden

in a complex honeyconb of uunnels, cement blcckhouses

and underground defenses. While the allied foxrces

disrupbod the headquarbers, bthe Vied Cong are‘eﬁ@eﬁt@é
to move back into the infamous Ho Bo woods area ab

a later time.



>

5

- Deepe

loose=~=page 4 .

This week the noose around Saigon viéibly grew
tighter when, »wi%hin a 20 hoﬁr Eeri065 in the doughnut
province of Gia Dinh, vwhich surrounds Saigon, an unknown
aumber of Viet Cong placed small arms fire on a village
ten miles southwest of Saigon?p(jans 16th) 2%3 hours later

a Viet Cong compeny six miles southwest of Saigon mortared

a Vietnamese airborne battalion which was stationed to

protect one of the largest military oil depots and American
£§§ anmunition unloading bases in the capital arcas The
next'day‘the Viet Cong simultaneously mortared and attacked
the Thu Duc Inﬂénﬁry and Armored School, which is situated
bebween Saigon and & divisionwplus of American combat forces
in the Bien Hoa airbase avea, only twelve ninutes drive
from Saigéﬁa

During ﬁhisilast attack,  Saigon generals,
businessmen and peoﬁs:£§§§;g£in their beds as first the
soft patter of Viet Cong machine gun fire was heard, theh’%ﬁ%f
whonp-+ NG reécticn of the insbent artillery--and seconds
later ﬁhe sharp whistle of American jets rushing %o the

battle areaé
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The Capital Military Region comprises Salgon

and it's Chinese twin-city of Cholon (tobtal pops/ &¥/,000)
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Gia Dinh province
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covering 7Y square miles. American milita:y conmanders
have classified Gia Dinh provincs s “pacificd" bub the
number of Viet Gong}armed attacks have steadily been risging
within the province; district headquarters barely out of
gite of %he:neon lights of Saigon city are consistently
mortared, Almost nightly now, S&igén dincré £ron rooftop
restaurants can witness flaredrops and je#éﬁrafing ruéés;

n"pimost every night we drop flares right at the

_end of the big mmway," one American sirman at Saigon's

Tan Son NWhut airport explained. "Welve gob battalions of
Viet Gong right avound this airbase, e have fireTights
three times @ week at the boﬁb dump right on the edge of
the runway. Nobody goes down by that bomb dump unless

he has to. American crew ¢hiefs have to guard all-night

-

their individuel aircraft parked down near there——bul

1,

they know vhey've just sitbing ﬁucks;“t_éﬁefican pilots
often land at night at Tan Son Fhub without any lights
on the plane because they feel they ave less congplcuous
targets for the Viet Cong snipers at the end of the

TUNWaAY
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Military intelligence sources indicate the Viet Cong
commander of the Saigon area uses the alias of Muoi Tri-——
S@iriﬁ Ho. 10. TFormerly a member of the gengsber-pirate
Binh Xuyen group, he was captured by the French during
the Indo-China War, bthen was sent to North Vietnam when
they country was divided by the 1954 Geneva Agreements,
He has since re-~infiltrated to the‘Saigon area, -

These sources indicate that the Viet Cong specialist
on comnmando raid atbacks within Saigon is named Cao Pha—-
which means Superman--who fought in North Vietnan during
the French Indo-China War;‘ The Viet Cong specialist for
sabotage is named Hai Den-~an aliasg meaning Black Nos Z2e

The Saigon murder teaums operate under the command
of La Ven Lienj a Chinese name., This specialist in
pistol assassinatians gained fame in Saigon for killing
the French official in charge of security throughout
Indo-China during the Indo~China War, He Too was sent
to Worth Vietnam after the 1954 Geneva Agreenents, bub
has since re@infiltrate& into the Saigon area, The
Vietnamese government has recently put a one million
piastre (US $10,000) price on his head, The Viet Cong
political advisor o the Saigcn area operates under the
alias of Chin Dung (Courage No. 9).

lMore American and foreign oiviiians have been killed im
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