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SAICGON--The defenses around Auerim billets and Vietnomsee
airbascs arve not good t there ies no total defense ageinst

bold Viet Cong attacks a nd acts of sabatoge.
In the vecent Pleiku attack om February Tth in vhich eight Americans
mmmauwMumWMQmwmeamm there were

7 th pehh‘iagﬁkt beer cans

mwunemmmwm

A

ta ok & s i e ma double rows of wire.

According to American military spokesmem there ere trip flares
mmtmmmaMumnmm" There were eight
mwmwarmmmwmumnmm
to the protection of the base, There were alse, he said, flood lights
along the barbed wire fence, thﬁﬁnmmww
see the intruding VietCong, wm%mﬁ«mu@m
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| 1963, coup d*etat ageinet Ngo Dinh Diem and the half-way methods of
mammmwtmmuawmmm
arased forcos. TYeb there is no total gusrsmtee of secourity, for the

Hilitarily, the dilerme is how meny Vietnemese troops should
utzummammmmmmmkmmswm
nejor imstallations, such as alrbases, which diminiches the mmber
mem!&%ﬁ?ﬂ“&mﬁmmmaax
bascs al concenitretions.

Politicelly, the dilemme is how such comtwol of the civilim
m«umwmummmmmummm»
of sliemsting them to the extont of openly or ssoretly oppesing the

governmente mmﬁmmmmmﬁ ineffeotive without
& stable M appermmest §® Soigon--=hibh is still the major problem
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In the six Viet Cong anti~merican attacks and acts of sabatoge
within the past year, Mgmmmm
headlines—and two of them touched off retallatory bombing reids

on North Viet Nam—-the Viet Cong launch these attacks in miniature

every night of the year against isolated outposts and villages
throughout the country.
2, ¥hile these six attacks appear disasterous in newspaper
accounts, Americen advisors who have been hit feel they were relatively
. WQ@ y oA m% ﬁﬁm *‘*‘
shells fell short of their targets and did no damagd
mortaring of Bien Hoa mummﬂl,sﬂm, Mmerican
pilots and advisors felt they came off lucky--with only four killed
3. VWhile imerican policymehers retaliated by bombing
North Viet Nam for two of the recent w;:tcdu, yuqummm
mmmﬁ:ipw ‘merican: . combat toams to defend
"‘m.___mw J
these basess While there has been an imorease of Americen security

o

personnel, l’m mﬂﬂmﬁntmw&mmw
mgthnlmuuwﬂahmﬁ mmn&m the
unmmmme
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mﬁmwmtmmmmﬂmmmm
(nine in the cul Nhom billet rubble still sre umaccouniod for), ond
airest mortar atiask, amboots of sabotoge end a combinetion of bothe

The aote of ssbatoge wore last yeer the blowing up of iwericsm
Meachors during scftball geme (2 killed; 23 woumded on February 9)3
the cuctums dlowing up of ‘mericen thestre (3 killed and 49 woumded on
mm(zmmam) and recently this yosr the
WWdMMMWtWWﬁW
in which 12 were killed, 22 vounded snd mine still wnsscounted for in
the mass of rubbles

The stiack on the Rien Hoa airbase on Hovember 1 is mn example of
dizeot mortar attask (4 killed end 72 wounded plus destroying virtuslly
full souadvon of imericen B3=57 jet-fighters); the Plefku stinck is
.ummwmmmm@uwm

(xore)
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There is & tacit agresment between the imorican and Vietnemese
covermmonts that /merioan militery police and seourity officials
Mmmnm«m‘wwmmm at the
bombing of the Americsn thestre a year sgo this woek, the fmerican IP
e misiastus Christass Dve explosion at the Drink % efficors quarters ‘
45 still rresumed 0 be a mysterys o truckfull of explosive charges~

In the other three cases of direct acts of sabatoge, imdirect
mmwwmnmmnmmmnﬁ, though
mmmuamsm mem
Wmﬁmmmsﬂrmmw
mmnmammxstmmmmmm

imply that they locked the other waye-end this ¢ habit of the

ik aﬁ&mgmmmgzwmmmmm
Y OURYe



fahy 16, 1965

ind so it was, thet in the ocsse of the bembing of the imerican
thestre, +4wo vhite-uni‘ormed Vietnsmese police sselsting on imericem
¥P %o ruerd the thestve simrly welked sway mimutes bofove tho afimas
Tiet Conr terrorists immuiufy set a satohel~ful of plasticue im the
doorwaye  In the oase of the blowing-up of the imerican bloanchers
during the fmeriean softball gomoewthe Viet Cong terrovisis had plemted
ud bombs (frogments of 100-rcund iy Forse bombs) under the

bleachsrs the might before and 4w them clestronicelly detomsated thems

Pt thene wore plonted direotly in the zoar of the Viotnsmese High '
¥ilitary Commend ¥ rorpe-and in m aree housing Vietnsmese

wil1itary depenlento-gei no oo sdvitted sceing the plonting of the bombae
In the case of Qul Fhen, an fmeriesn corgesnt who smrvived the blast |
exprossed the opinion thet the Tiet Cong terrorists hed used the

houses of the eivilian population sercss a narvow street to hide in

wntil they cmerged for the attack, Jespite the sleriness-of -the-imericens —
and despite the killing of the thwee of the terreriste--still tho attack

aot of sahotoge could not be preventeds

(Hove)



If these note of sebatogs can bex mot bo proveuted, the chances
of Viet Cong suscese cen bo redued b reduced bty the fotishly
metioulous cohtyel of the population, It means the stopping of
srovinnisl sp eepitals snd district towns, In the case of Fleiku,
omo high renking afftex Anorican officer suspected thot the Viet Cong
hed osrried thely mortars and explocive charges into the city during
around 5aigom in the past fow monthe, with the intreductieon of &
the fact that the Viet Ceng tervorists could § bwing trudkleads of
mmmmmnmmwmxm
womon*s halwy mmmmmmmmmm
bottons of fwult orates, have found discovered rifles brought imte
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mm«wnmﬁmwummu

neither sisply mor onsy to sclve. It is ressonably = certain, hovever,
thot the imericsn casuslties were inflicted Yy Americon-mad

mmmmumtmmm but the Viet Cong didn't
use pillboxesy mmmmmmmmmvmm
didn't have tovkes nwm.ﬁemmmmmmm
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*that Uncle Sam is equipping both sides, btut giving sdvice to only
as sagy 2 breathing."

A yerr ago, Amoricean military spokesmen estimsted that only two por cent
ﬂmmmWM‘hWMMﬂhmw
comirien) mmﬂuammmmwmm
hends is 2@ by petrols and statio positiome in a rodius of at least
two miles—~the vange of an .81 mme sortar--around the installation. But-
Mmmamgmmmwmuwmmt
wng twentym percent unierstrength, DBut even more troop patrelling emd




sreoidiing the airbass. sgwicusly the best defence is to be cut on
of & mortar ie thet there is no flmsh of
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