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Sg¥he Johnnie Ge kee was just an average G Is Boram in
Macoh, Mississippi, he was blonde, blue-eyed, five-foot seven,
slightly chubby and probably stronger than mest men his size because
he had worked in his tather'a mn when he was youngs He didn't
like movies, musio, Qortu o NEY ERFX heve any hobbiess He didn't
démx drink or "run around,” He was “e good kid", who would do anything
for enyone in the umits Almost every month this included loaning as much
as $125 to his buddiess
Though he zim celebrated his twenty tMrd bn"mdey on October llw=
only eight days after srriving in South Viet Namewhe was still so baby-
faced "he'd have & hard time buying a drink in a Stateoc-side bar."
On otherxhiztizys birthdeys, he would have been given the day off
and the commanding officer would have sent him biﬁlday groetings.
But in South Viet Nam, the Etidity U. Se Army ﬂt‘.lli.ty Tra Tactical
. Trensport Helicopter Compeny didn't have time for such "frilly things."
 Sgts Lee was distressed that with three months more duty in Viet Nem,
he wuld not be home for Christmas. He had wanted 0 be home "‘tho wor st
way" with his wife, Maudies He had bought her a pink landar:ln-
collared Chinaese dress in Okinawa and a star sapphire ring in Bangkok.
Presumably these were for Christmas. But most of all he mted
%o be with s Jnuu (omoot) Mo Lee, his first son, whom he had
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In the Fer REest, Sgte Lee's big intercst was "old 388 689,
et he colled his HU-14 helicopter (now designeted as FdilsXs UH-14).
As crew chief of the ship, he was responshble for ite proper cere ond
maintenance. He scrubbed the floor of the aircraft with the fetishness
of an oldmaid housekesper; kept the outside shell poliched; often worked
until 10 pem. on its engine after a dap-long mission. In “pe ‘eplember
he had installed a new engine in the helicopter and bossted to the other
of the 15 in the

crew chicfs he hed the fastest chip immidngm
companye l

On Friday, Nove 2, "old 639" was & *2IP" (equipment down for parts).
30 Sgte Lee volunteered to £1y the mext day's mission in helicoptor "690W,
On Friday night, be and three of his buddics left Tan Son Nhut airport,
where they lived eight to a het, moéquito-ﬁlled tent, and squeezed
into 2 anell blue-and-white Renault taxi.
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"Fomy, I'm not coming ksmm back from tomorrow's flight," he calmly

told Sgte Tom Pounders; his 2J=year-old Arkansas buddy, during the
ride downtovme. The foursome ate a culet dimmer of filet mignon and
saladzmozx shooumming in the pigzeria on central Ssigon's Tu=Do Streets

The next woerning, Sgt. Lee atked to be token off the flight he
hed volunteered for, Another crew chief offerred to substituce for hime
But at the decisive moment; Sgt, Lee decided to gos 4% 83500,
he decided to move from the left side of the ship, where he placed ihm
an @& Vietnsmese "obgerver", osiropped bim &k in and {then sat down
moved to the vear right side of the helicepiers He squatied crosslegged on an
old settee cushion and a double layer of his flec shorts. A% 8210
the five HEmhx HU=-1A'g exc escoried im the firsgt 1ift lowd of troocps
Carried in I=21 helicopters into the first dm Mekong delta landing zomes |
It was & quiet rTune

The next left wes different. ks the troops lesped off the H-21's,
& blenket of sutomatic gunfire streamed from the treeline skirting the
rice-paddy londing zome. Helicopter £ 690 spun srcund fast,
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making a 45-degree turm to return the fire with its 16 2,75 »mmksts inch
~rocketss One bullet moved through the botiom of the helicopter,
~ through the thin outer shell of the helicopter, through the settee

curshi cushion, through Sgte. Jmmsx Lee's left leg and into his abdomens

Sgts Lee pushed the inter-com button. "I've been hit, Mre Wright,"
he told CWO Richard "Peppy® Wright, of Auguste, Illinoiss Wind blowing
through the dooxw-less helicopter thtcod blood over the pilots and

- the instrument panei,

Pive mimutes later, Sgte kee was :ln the hands of a French surgeon
at Vinh Long's = amrpm. - Twelve u!,mtea latar he werx died from loss of
blood and shocks

Four other Viet Cong bullets hit the m—:w- on that lift. Capte
Joel R. Stein of Warrenton, Georgia, was lusikiers A bullet ocame through

 the instrument panel of his ship,  but wes stopped by the seven layers
 of fiberglass in his flac jeckete, his motebook and mkmik metal
ballpoint pens The U, Seémade M=l rifle bullet which that he pulled
out of his flac jacket left only & black-sndeblue imprint of his pens
! Despite Sgte hee's deeth, the mission was an important viectory
in the four-day Operation De-Da (Partridge), one of the most successful
ones conducted within past weekss A totel of 232 Viet Cong were
confirmed dead end an estimated additional 100 dead were carried awaye
Forty two prisomers end a number of weapons were captureds
On Wednesdiay of this week, the officers and enlisted men of
Sgte m‘s first platoon, dressed in tltiguon dur:lng duty hours, gathered
at Tan Son Nhut sirport for a fiveeminute pleneside ceremonys Crews of
the company's other two platoons were flying another mission, eizax
They had chenged the chalk or paint merkéngs on the helicopter rockets
from "Give 'em Hell==UTT* 4o "This one's for Johmnie Lees"

The heavy drones of incoming end departing military airoraft

drownedm cut the mimister's words et the brief ceremony, One thousand

feet away, "old 689" stood on grassy strip, still down for pertss The flag
draped casket was lifted aboard by six khoki-clad pallbeerers for shipment
back th the United States and burial.

Sgte Johnnie Lee made it home for Christmas, :
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Three other fmerican desths were recorded this weeks Pfc.
Gorry Cs lcFetridge of Wheatland, Indiana, wes killed by grenade
thrown into resteurenty two were killed in crash of B~26 light dbomber
(n-nes vnavailable here). 0fficial Americen militery records here
ehow this Trousht the total to 40 Americen deed (from ell ceuses,
including naturel death, drowming, suicide as well as killed in action)

sinee July, 1959, when first deeth wes registered. Winety oight have

o
been woundaed (from all causes) since the begimming of this year.

Siagmznth
30 \

NOTEs suggest you check the Pentagon for casulty reports asl algo
since thore it a discrépency here between lmericen mk military
Pipmexe, Viectnomose Ixhadakiwms ond wire service. figures,
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