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IATGUNenThe most mportant geneval in South Vistnam io, phEE

perhaps, ome that many have hesyd of but fow have oven soens

 Tis name %s Major Cemeral Nguyew Doms He #5 the highest-renking
gommundot commender in South Viet Nems scme Seigon officisle speoulate
ho will be nemed commemderwin-chiof of the Commumist Viet Comg “Liberatiom
s5my", 1, amememy 1% over beooues o Toguler, conventional amys
Onave mmmwmmt:mwm& which
vevere oovers the northern provinces of South Viet Nem vhere for the
pf;ﬁt month guerrille forces re-inforoed by North Vietmamess units have
woged an inpronsive, but mot entively suctcssful, offensive sgainet
government foroes, They have with sowe oconsiston¥ly emple
warfare tootios -evhich are a step sbove usunl guerrilla werfare tactios.

Muoh of thie Communist offenmsive hes come in CJenorel Don's home
province of Binh Pinhy whioh s0me Mw affioinls suspeot the Communistes
mxmmtwmmmmmmmm, end thn
then establishing & "mobile cepital® for a provisional governzent to rival



feope
LEhoratows

Seneral Dom 40 aonsddered de »enresent the “mew semerstion of
Conmund ot ooumanderswefmemy none of the Commmist penerale whioch
fought the Indo=Chine "ar & and defonted the Prench are comsidered to
Mmummmw However, Noreh Vietnamose
Genevalsy sush e2a Conoral Yo Bguyen (Cfap, wenld adnpted Maswins-fungts
srinoiples of suerrilis warfare to m ¥ Indo~China campaign, may play
an Mmﬁg%ﬂ role via m«m mw.

Thure ie sosat coafirmed intermation sbeut Gemoval m., but he
iz believed ¢ heo menrly 40 wm eld. Born im Pioh Dinh prevings,

e Ti10R BOPER OF Sedgom, pon. ‘£ Yelteved t0 hive remained in

South Viet Nam after yk he the 1954 Cenevn Agsords dividing Nowth ond
South Viet Hamy and wideh provided thed Commumist tyoops would
amdbomedmn move £ Forts Viet Hom, Eelfnlle souress imddeate luzt
in 1090, Dem, then n capiaim, moved through the Jungle meunsain
trails 4o North Viet Nam During the next w0 yesys, he received
additionsl training in doweden Horth Viet Baw and Sw Nosoow,

In 1961, shertly after the BArth of the Huttonai Liberstion Pront and
the & "Liberstion Ammy,” Donm reportedly zmt lef$ North Yiet nam with
two & elevensnen sousds and fourht his Vay SmemstenSinbxnben thvough
Le o8 snd govermment-held sreagef South ¥ Vietnam beck 4o Binh Diph provinces



Srovinge, ,;mﬁ north M mﬂm native
Binh Dinh ;pmmm About oneo o yoor governmont !

: boon ablo to # capture or kll eny of W
comnond headquargors staff,
'% Viot Cong eommapndors of the five other mmm

sonos snd two specisl sones into which the Communists
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Thile the Commmmict offensives in Don's camsnd avea heve
esorloted into semimconventionel warfare tnotics slome s mobile frontline,
the Commndets themselves do not oladm the "Lidoration Avey® 4o be
& regulnw, corwentionsl awmy,

Aooording to a am oaptursd Viet Cong dooumens, the Oormunists
roquire "five canditiona® for the fermation of a reguler, comventionsl
armys Those "five comditlons for umificetion aves

1s Unifieation in mildtery 3esd coumand, At thie time, the
Livoration Avmy has rssched the mw lovesl (& combinmation of o
number of provikces)y but they do mot have & unified mikkx netionewide
miiitery comuend under a commanier-in-ghiefl,

2 Unification im political lesdorships At this time, the
political backbone for the Commumistis withiw South Viet New is the
Commnist Pa rig-divected National ldborationm Fromt for South Viet Neme
But this is st1ll & fyonty, a nd not a government.

3¢ Uniiioation in equipmente The capture of a number of
the "now family® of weapons, Chinese Communist copies of Soviet woapons,
indica te %o some military sources th at the "Liberation Avmy" 48
attenpting to standardise its equipment,

4e Unifontion in organiszation snd adaption to looal conditions.

S5« Unification in treining.



importent holida ye-—Decembor 2 Oth, vhich is the founling of the
National I4beration Fromt, ond May 19thy vhioh is the birthday of
Horth Vietnomese President Ho Chi Mimh, Obsorvers in Soigon are carefully
watohing thooe two dates this yoar to see vhotheor the Communiste withim
the South oreate eithern an offioial provisiomal govermment or a
rogulery conventional aray,

Some Salgom obsorvers, however, believe the »Liberation Army”
w1l not attenpt to oreate o comventional emmy--as thoy did in the fm
rhasos of the French Indo-China WWW@W
they are suooesful at their prosent stage of development and decond
hecsuse large comoentretions of troocpe--of o division in strength--would
be vulnorable to the superior firepowor ond airpower of the
#moricon=baoked govermment forcess
conmander-in-chief of o yegular army nor a provisional govermment, they
are unable to issue an offioinl medal for meritorious semsdnempm corvices
performed by thoir twoopss This has reportedly ceused seme grumbling and
a4 issatinfactiom among the Viet Comg foroes, The “liberetion Avmy”
ot this timo doos have three kinde of commondation, hovever, o cortifioste
of commepiotion, & diploms of conmendction ond a citation. DPut untild '
they officlal la unch a comventionsl army, they have mot yut-imitdeted
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nery Party (Communiat),
orvors belleve that evom i€ "all the zuerrilla
mwmmwg the Com »




wwmuww 1ike Cemoral Dome

0fficlally, both the migom govesmment and Amerfem offiotals
MMmM‘w:mmmmum
mmu« mmumm but whioh hod
WM&W“MW the Southorneborn Cormumist vhe
mwmmmmmmzmmmwmum-m
mmmnmmmmmmmmnmw feon
North Viet amy but aze hestitant to call thew umits of the
Poopla's izmy of (Nezth) Viet Nem, Be ccmonly colled PAVH,
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This cuibbling over saién semontios is largely overlocked, howver,
apen o vhore these unite have infiltrated,

“It*s like saying s mow bunch of Amevicsm Army rooruits, trained
ot Frot Fort Riley (Kamsas) o nd equipped by the U, 5. government sre not
meme Us 5, Avmy unito,” one tired /merica n advisor explained, *These
are units from North vVietnsm, opernting as a unit with orthodox
¥ infantry tootios, using the bB6st WapGns now oquipped with the best
weapons now used by the current Soviet awi“‘

ey
It is the introduoction of theso mow PAVN unite imto the northern

provinces of South Viet Nem which have lmSighiih oscala ted internally
tho war. Those umits, opon operating in battalion and vogimontal
strongth, have boon able to mwmumfmmum. Ciiaey
cmmmmummwmmmmm
bee=tetd for dayo-—but this is mot a fized frontline position vhich
%mmummmwmmmm, plus 75 mme
recoilens rifles, muwmmwmm
“So faw, these North Vietnamese have used their 75 mme wifles
in direot fire lin liko an oxdinary woapon,” one American sdviser in the
northorn provinces sa explained. ]
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Thotr next step will bo to wse it as pack avtillomyy oarly
employing it 4n indireot fire,” sn groenods "This will
sive them s ronge of four miles that thoy oam sttack fram”

In tho svart somo of the mountain aveas, Viet Conmg twocps have
sono rolishle sources thet these now units have their om twucks-and
oxe trensporting thasex thoir troops by trudk, rmthummiiwrmmingifenn
within “outh Viet Name |

Hot long ngo, © South Victnemeso gemncral wes talking with
an fmorica n general at o cocktail perty ot the goverment's High

The South Vietmemese gencral recalled vhon ho vas o divisiow
mmmmeum,mﬁ.mwmm

Dong of the "Liberation Awmye®

o1 was them & colomel," the South vietnamono genersl explained, “and
wmtmmmmtmummk Ho wns very good and
very luskye mmmmwmyawmmmmw
have to go to cooktail parties. Ho hed only & map ondxlmse spont oll
his time moking wor against me and my troops,”
amnmmwmammw‘mmmam:mm
tonic,
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