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SAIGON--A sudden flipflop in ¥ the current tactice
of the Communist-oriented militant Buddhist movement has prodused the
illusion 1t has lost wha ¢ what it m vents most~-the masses.

A comnon end videly hold viewpoint of political
analyste in Salgon pmimdx states that the Buddhist movement
has not been able to capture the populer support and enthusissm thet it
mua‘barta spaxk the overthrow £ of the Ngo Dinh Diem regime last

R

Novembers
But other pelitical observers argue that the Buddhists
have the potentiasl power to topple the current govermment of
Tran Van Huong=--but it has yot to issue an all=-out appeal for publiec
2 SUpPOTte
Acoording to thie line of rcasoning, the Buddhist movement
poidngmn was the spearhead in the first drive to overthrow

the Catholic President last year wmimmxmmior
they sccomplished h with /spectacular M’M
o burnings of Buddhists monks and ono Buddhist mun, The second stage

of protest was handled by the studentsy politicians, intellectuslge

and in the final ste the ammed forces who ~ ;
%a sateinstod Digy. ge by 8 violently overthrow and
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ageinot Khanheeond egainst Suong until last moci=ewmore speerheeded by
beoano o mpporting olemont vhich atayed in tho veow,
fully under Meomeby lounching o serics of hungor strikec

in protost asninst the Huong covormont the SnncivdmtempmerEy
mildtent Puddhist losders mcodn deoidod to spenkhond

positionist attnok, Iuring tho paot year, the Duidhists have
officinlly ond loudly demioed eny direot, immediate limk with the
Bowmy oo in the ator later stogse of the Diem battle ageinet Diem,
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In their fight for allegoed religlous frecdom against the
Diem regime, the Buddhists paved the way for a sweeping political
dissident movement in the urban centers, including non-Buddhist elements,
intellectuals, students, political party oppositionists-—and even some
C;tholioa.

It is argued that the Buddhist militents of this year m
~have lost this wide range of

support, But from the Buddhist point of viewy mony of thesc elements have

e —

been willingly sacrificed im order Vo mmppimustim swell their ranks Trom

i i o
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other th;/ The Buddhists movement appears. to have lost the

support of their smmkix strongly anti-Communist elements—-such as the
m-t;:}rn refugee buddhisty laity who have escaped from North Viet Nem and
the Buddhist laity of the economically conservative class., While the
Buddhist milite nts regulerly announce anti-;communist communigues for
foreign consumption-—guch es their recent letter to President Lyndom

B, Johnson-~they regulerly tronsmit pro-uncutralist communiques for

mm internal Vietnamese consumption.

During the past year, while losing gome of the conservhtive
1 A > o0 Ew?,_‘_f.. LI ST/ ea DS -5

have continued to strengthen both

anti-Communiet ramt-and=rile,

Q@ their vertical organization reaching from the nationsl level to the

villages and their horizontal organizatiogp—remch touching persons in all
walks of life.
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While Huong--unlike Diem during the last days of his regime—
8till has the high-raliking armed forces officers backing him--Huong does
not have their wives. The @th Buddhist wives of even the
strongest pro-Huong generals continually nag their husbands to be

moderate R ;
more Mt}z the Mﬂhista,ﬁ instead of oracking down on them,,
and to oppose Huong, The Buddhist mﬁr whispering campaign o@a
claims to have aét at least 2,000 Armed Forces officers who are prepared

t0 side with them instead of with the government in a showmlowmn, While
this claim imx may be exaggerate&m the emo-bional 4 &hiata*

vithin the Armed Forces is ofsmpiam decp concern to the highest rerking
U, el frrw o5 &

Similarly, Buddhist chaplains now serving with m ecach
service of the Armed Forces and three-man Buddhist committees——p de facte
politica 1 eall%ithin each company of the Army has sapped the @1
military more and more into the Buddhists® emotional dragnets

Lagst v;eek;ﬁ a @ Buddhist communique writien for R Vietnamese
readers boested of having seventy per cent of the police force on their
aide instead of that of the government%s in the event of a showdown..

One Vietnamese housewife recalled tha%@ranking»
government officialg in the precincts of Saigon--while cobtinuing
e orricial dutios—mas i/ elso enthusiostioally pushing the Duddhist
These Iomr;manking Buddhist govermment officials are knot

s oRG Aun _\’a*}( e
to have given the Buddhis 7 Hable intelligence informatiom about families

propaganda line.

living in each city block,.
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- Buddhiet representatives for each block have been calling em
housewives and families telling them to "be alert® for sny call for
hendquartors to the p regilomal, provineciel end village offices, Last year,
for example, the Puddhist movement operated im its sivonghold avea of
Centrel Tiet fem muoh like a secvet scolety, s tho momks continuously
moved nbout for fres fear of arveste Today, dowever, it is readily
agknovle god thet the militant Puddhist wing is strong cnough
mmsurmwammwm*mwmumd
up fhore.” It is virtually without cpposition; and ezheuetive sttempts to
help the viotims of a yweont flood in that aren promumebly mivensied
their support even mores
appears %o oopy that of the Saigon govermmenty the horiszontsl ergmnisation
appears to oopy thet of the Conmmisteled Hutiomal ¥remt m for the
Idberation of couth Viet Hame
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Unch ap the Viot Comg politicel osgerdcato orgendsstion
hos oficntod youth Loesues end Pessent A pocletions, the Puddhiost

movenenty vA%: hesdquertops in Salgony Daa gotablilichod & Baddhdat
Boy Tnouls, Oirle Seouts, asceciations for t@ado unicn verkors,
atndento-ond oven disabled e wmr vetornnts

Tn additdon 4t hos fommod allismeos with tho politiceld
portlen, oIl of vhem o we attenpting to hiteh onto the PuwAdhiut
cupporty with othor xelisioun growpa-incluiine  fastions of Cothoiloe
which ome nov badly Memitedy= Intomatiomnily, et Duldbist acnferonoes
hes open peletions w4th noutralist and

In ito sttompto to copture the suppord of tho masseny the
pilitent Twidhiets sve st least m peralleling the Commnist
Tiot Cong ovgeniceticm in the ficht for the eemo uoccoss Dut ubilo
% of Huong~=—thore oo not Leen &

ottoedz the anti

rumory o vhicper, e shred of evidenos that the Puldhiosio ave

in conflict mith the Viet fong inm thoir convuost for the MAOHGCs
w30
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