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HOA NINH (MATSMORIOUS SSGURITY), SOUTH VIST NAi-~This is the story of
@ village poascnt who has been caught in the middle of the wer in South
Viet Han, | ‘ ‘

As the 60~yvar-old war ms non~Catholic war yefuges explained, in 1962,
the m@wﬁaw governmont forced him and mm mm mambers of his family
to move 16 a strategic hamlety three kilemoters from his hm. Then, im April,

1964, the Tiet Cong o ttecked Hm and comcuered the strotegic homlet, Five
momths letory the Viet Cong ordered him and his fumily to veturn to his home
villego. 4 ‘ |

To the village paamnt $here whantt mach difference betmn living
under the Via@mgs govermment in the sm’%ﬁ@a hamlot and 1living with the
Viet mag Cong Comrumists im their comba ¢ hemlet, Throughout the interview,
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To the (0=yoor-gld peasant, mmwmmammm
mﬁm Harines patrclling near his ﬁnase and the French Aray two
decades g0 m‘tm Vietname so .mt_wml army during recent yearse

s ere cought botween: two. different giou groups,” he expleinedy
Pointing w the xomk dusty red Wmm:m tw tovards the mountains,
he maid, “Up thewe ave the Iiborstion Forcos (tho Commmist Viet Cong)y domn
the road i the govermmnt distriot councily and the smoriconss Ve ave hore
in the middle." | ’

He set on the footsteps of a Catholic Church beiweon the

b@* Mmerican E&ﬁm ae they atteﬁytad % a;m the mg ai:rhaaa — uiles
amayye © W T | '

'“H%lmwitm&a%ismwﬁlwma godsg ™ *&!ﬁp@aaam
vinagerwiwi explained,

He said thet for two gemeratioms hio fmzymnwﬁmmmm of
Hoa Try Trung (Hermenious Middle), vhoers he owned two hootares of rivelemd
plus an orohard of fruit trees and tea plomts,

%A1l of thepevpee people hal enough %0 caty" he explained, “end
some of villagers even hod more than encugh," Ho sedd sbout 200 femilios sd
hed ldved the hemlot~a mumber of small hemlets comprise u Vietnamese village
which 4s the lovest government Matmtiwi unit, iming birth certificiates

otCe Iwhoaaiﬂufwwthefmliwka&m%mwmnaﬁmmhm

; he implied, but was afraid to say opemly, that most of the 3%.,,,
Wrwwmmwgammummﬁ ’ ﬂi |
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MMW% the Vietnemese government regrouped the

pecple of his m%wmmxwxm@mMamﬁmmm, vhere the
ﬂna@rs hed no land, :

"o stoyed im mo m in the strategic m@?a he explained,
“and lifamsvmm. mmmwam we had no water-—even the
Aahilﬁmhaﬁmmmw&m %Mmm@w%mmmm m:sm
was poor-—only sands |

He was acked how his family mansged to live.

"We todg some things to the sirategic hamlet, but ve left out houses in the
old village," he explaineds "Semetimes we wemt back to the old village im
the momning and returned to the streteglc hanlet i the afternoons Ve collected
fruits and tes and havested rice from our old village. If we eouldn®t ao
back to the old placey we w into the foret to cut woods

“fhe hamlet council gave us no rice oy fm—-mmng in o 7
W%@maak&&p&mﬁu&m%mww vld hemlet mmnmm
it '&h&y didn't wend us to &0y they'd simply oclose the village gote.
' mnwe%mai&,um had momey we would go to the city and vay
100 piastros (81.25) a dat for a hospital rooms If wo didn't have money, we'd
.»mzmmmmﬁlms,aﬁzmmmwmam If we live or
if we dde~dit is the will of the modse"
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Then, in April, 1964, the Viet Cong guerrilla s attacked the strategic

hamlety ~ a

"on thet da y we got permission to go out to coll et toa leaves, which
was our main source of incomes At 4830 in the afternoon the shooting
bega ne ‘

"We didn't know it was a Viet Cong attacks Ve thought the Vietnamese
ammy people were just shooting, They used to shoot alot of times, Only
4lié the stretogic hemlt hamlet was captured by the ¥ lire Liberators did we
know ite The fight was very shorte Only one Vietnemese government
nmilitioman was killed and enother was wounded., The governman had a
wﬂmm@cﬁ’imﬂ,& troops in the village, '

ﬂ'ﬁm the lire Liberaiors attacked they captured one half of the
platcen sud the Sther holP holf fleds Five days later, the Mre Liborators
released all the govermment M&‘ and they went back to the district
headquarterse  The Mpe Liberators kiiled two members of the village
council,

“When we rolturned to the sirategle hamlet, it was 2ll over, The Mr.
Liberators hed troops on the roa.ﬁ. between the rice ficlds and the strategic
hamlet gats; Ve wa ﬁe& for the gwmm troops to come to give us
security, but they didn't comee"

(oxe)
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“Then the lire liborators $old us to dig trenches and to fixz bamboo spikes
for them and to maole m#; they called a combat villages
?ﬁ‘r;;r#,ﬁ%:‘é. mb&tﬂum alﬂ .ﬁhﬂ

"The defense was the same ia the (
(‘Vistmse sovernment) ﬁtmeig atrategic hanlete ‘he only difference was
the Mr, Liberators had only one lino of defense~—behind thet line the
population liwci and behind the pogulatim Bs the nountains, And the lime of
defense was for the purpose fxﬁ’fimingtha gwmm tx-oopamwwm m.

"The fence of the (Commmnist) combat hamlet wes bemboo and barbed wire; im
front of the fonce here are tremches and in the trenches we put the bamboo
stokese ’ : '

"We saw the }re ﬁbmtém with guns and Mﬂa%ﬁiggj vOre yuming ovorywhere
but we didn't daxe a'ﬁz questions, "We, the 13@%3.@; could zm soe wawthing,
but we couldn*t mk cuestions, If we didy; we'd be ’a rresteds

"!rzm time to ﬁm = Hre Liderators told us we would have to get
toggther for a mting md they waul& tell us to to increase pMMim. If we
were laay, ey caid, we md ‘be hmw and so we must immaqe the production,

"We lived with and = around the Hre Liberators for five mmthawthm in
Octobery 1964, they gave the order for the peorle to disperse ané g0 badl to their

former plzmesu .&mi tlmy tock away all our haumm:
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"So we returned to our fowmer villaged and lived there from Ootober to
2 month 2o, - The lire Iiborators didn't want us to leave owr old village, but
we esocaped zm-ﬂm% thay t&m us o stay in the villege and not to be lazy or
we would be hungrys They said if we went %o the govermment-controlled
areang we would be hungzy,

"liovy all our hamlet is dosewbeds some people went with the lire
Liberators=a small czoup of us csame to this Church, Our hemlet is destroyeds
owr hamlet council now lives in a govermment-secured hemlet. The council
told us that &£ we must come to this church or else the hamlet would be hémbad
and shelled and we would be killeds If we were killed or wounded, wo
had no right to protest because we had been warned, So, we were afraid
of being killod and a momth ago we came to this chureh, 8

"We steyed at this church and would walk back tavm old villa & to
collect fruite and ten leaves, My house was still in my old village unti}.
the Amerdicens ceme and burmed it about ten days ago,

"tne day after the operation we returned to the village and saw 4he
house burned and -11 the fruit trees destroyeds some of corn, sweet potatoes
and some manioc was desireyeds So we returnod to this village and gzske@ the
villago council about thate Tho counoil said you know vhat ic the awmye Tits
Spossitle for uh o  interene with the army in your favor,

“¥hen the Americens had the operationy, we were ot the church. After the
opera tiony; we went backe Ve kmew the operation ras over vaen we saw the troops
return, This was about 10 days ago—the operation was with only Americen trr
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: Wrﬁllwx%%mmawmmhmmmww
 bombing and shellings o
Kamaawm&mtﬁe&ﬂva@twﬁam
%ﬁiwﬂmmﬁm%mmmﬂm wemwmaaaasm
m,mu, thesmericans don't understands mm:xsmﬂ@a&m
mms&; $hm&aﬂmtﬁmmwt&aﬁuagemﬁmmeyle%wm

Mwlmm&wﬁ%sﬁt&t*smm:@w%m £ The Amerioens
m*-&ma&mﬁ*w; mmmmwmwwmtmmmmmw

ment ) i.ézntmygmm Mmmm ve aren't aﬁ'mi& af’baﬁns

card. mayamwméammww,mmmmwmmm A
"Wep.t "hen the Amoricsns see anything they den't understand, usunlly they
take it =oa y--like our !ﬁgma to out gracss m_e %hay want to pley with

ummﬁzmmammmmmmfmwtwm.
'@ahawiimmwmﬁmmthﬁylm mmsmmm
mﬁmrmm mwmmwmmww:@m muw
’7“~gainanﬁwwt1ﬁwmmm&nm But thoro are more merioans
»mmthanmmtm. mm:swmmmxmammm

: ,mm&m

“Yg & T€ emght w &iffem% sroups—up there ove the Liberation Foroes

8 m é&.a%ﬁqt Mi andl the imerieanse

(Communist) awimmms&&ei



despe
peasant~-article 3 of Swarti&# series

"Nowy we heve written a letter of application to ouyr hamlet couneil
for premission to move into the mxt villege. They have sent for approval
of the higher authoritius, but haven't yot received the pormissions Ve must
even got o lettor of pemisgion from the hamlet counsil to go io the market to
buy things—if we have no peper wo can't go to the merkety even if we
nave the pspery we can't buy too mchs Ve can't buy onough rice, salt
and sheimp paste Por us to eat, The hamlet council says we will surply
the Viet Comg, but this isn't correct bocouse we have the U, S. Amy
up there.

"Hows we just walt here pth at the churchy we haven't received any
neney or rice fr . the hmlatm oouncil~not one single grein of rice. e
haven't oven received sny promises.® »

TCHORROWs THE WOBLD OF THE SNUFFIESe
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