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SATGON-=American policymekers: are expected to soom be faced

with a major dilemmas about Viet Nam=-whether to drive for
peace through negotiations this year or whether to strive for
victory im the coming yearse.

Observers here who carefully watch the internal politicall
situation believe thgwﬁmerﬁcan policymekers can nw longer
hope to have both m peace and victorye

The imternal political situstiom is now drifiting towards the
point which should induce the Communist~led National Liberatiom
Front and Hanoi to negotiste homorably and with suceess for
a sizable chunk of the mmix Saigom government. However, paradoxioalny,
thig is being asysiiﬂfﬂ scoompenied By & growing siream of
anti-fmericanism, vhich observers here believe could easily
be whipped up %o defeat the whole American pesitiom a nd f‘m
posture im ¥He this southern republice.

(More)
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Hie
"Violent demonstrations against Taylor (Americam Ambassador

Maxwell Do Taylor} ond the whole American positiom: are 175
inevitable, though not necessarily imminent," one Westerm

dipdomat predicted. "The American Ma rines, the American jetis,

the imerican advisors——everything but yow

£

1ikely %o be "Bl

% economic aid-—is

chusited out of hordl® iw a"BESAd Bloody, mgragious

mammer, "

hile the putside world watches to see whem a nd if Soviet
missiles, or Soviet and Chinese Communist volumteers are sent to
North Viet §3am;9 zm Western political experts here believe the
best trump card in the Communist hends is %o exploit and forment
the internal political situatiom withim South Vietnam, which is

already in a sizzling, simmering state of ferment~~but still sub~surface.

P

It con ¥%x and is expected to explode at any moments The
Saigon political situatiom is now drifting, im the view of anti-Communists
here, towards one of the lowest points in a decade——vhem im 1955

the gambling pirates called Binh Xuyew mortared the Presidential

Palace of Ngo Dinh Diem..

"We are now im the most unspectacular state of instability I've

et seen,®™ one Sa igom businessmam explainede :
y 9 g0 "Aa: the military war agains-’

Communists grows bigger, the Commnists® pelitical war grows hotters
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One high-ranking American officer explained, "The ¥ war can not
be won in Saigon--but it cam and is being lost im Saigons The questiom
is whether the political situatiom cam or will be reversed."

These political observers believe that the internall political
situation should be an inducement for the Communist~led Nationall
Libveration Front--and Hanoi=--to negotiate for peace. They argue that
the Communists have been offered the rice-rich Mekong Delta, they
pro-neutralists: now have a toe~hold im the present goverrment, the
most anti-Communist elements—-~the Catholics and the armed forcesw=-
are cither leaderless: or disunified. More signifiicant, this
pro-neutralist trend is expected to grown im the coming weeks as they

prepare the means to smatch more controll withim the government and

g

more pusiidssex control of the ‘legal mechanisms of the governmento
For example, the Prime Minister has recently signed a decree
autlining elections for city and provinciall enmilw om May 304k~

St ahe ba

in which,. according to the Mﬁ 40-page staﬁute, Vie't 6ong~ o
LEYE P #
sympathizers wo ulf&*’é%e w fﬁ’e right to

;imk

agents and thei:rc

votes. The a eting Chief of State Pham Klime Sum this week:
has appealed for the election of a Nationali Congress, which
political observers predict would easily be pm pemetra.ted by

pro~-Communist and pro-neutralist elements, Simi:]]arly,g the govemenit

is considering the removall of military province chiefs,, -gumj ng “them over

to civiliang-~but there is no assurancel ¥ that these- Wa.ﬁm officialis
would be anti-Communiste



deepe
victory==4

april 22, 1965

Political observers here have long considered the Vietnamege
armed forces more unified, more diseciplined and more anti-Communist
than the civilian elements of the population——and the trend im the
last six weeks has been fgr the armed forces to %= play e decreasing
role in political affairs.

This growing pro-neutralist trend withim the officiall government
circles——and the future legall imstitutions—has been accompanied
by a sub-surface state of bubbling discontentment with the
American~backed government of Prime Minis ‘er Pham Huy Quat and with

the Americanse The right-wing Catholics aceuse the dapper Prime

Minister of being too sm soft on the Buddhdeb-subrereiven

e

Buddhists, which they comsider Communist subversivesj the
pro~neutralist Buldhist politico-priests, vhich m# jubilantly supported
Quat when he tock office nine weeks ago, "are nov; stopping their
support of him;" a & ome pro-Buddhist laymam explained, ondl they

have initisted a n avalanchie of rumors that Quat is: "the puppet of the

Americang,"

(More)
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Likewise, the Vietnemese=—of all poliitical collers—believe the
Mmerican military leaders are moving cleser and closer to the
Freneh colonial positiom militarily—thus ﬁmuﬂng all’ t}ie disadvantages

é‘ »mﬁ*“"’ .

psychelngically of being tabbed as colonialists,, M?nm of the

bun. colomialists! edvantages of peliticel controle Im

one recen‘t exa mple, most of the Vietnamese language newspapers
carried wﬁ' smalll news item that American Military c‘ommanaer

General William Ce Westmorelan& ordered the bombing “ef"”'f;yninﬁ province
northwest of Saigom, im one of the gt biggest raids: im the war,

SRRy,

Vietnomese gemsslibem officers from the ramk of gemeral to) that of
captain were openly irked and accused the Amerdcans "gﬁ' ﬁ?
trying to take over ik our commend function.. You w\lauger give
us the right--or evem the privilege-—of being Vietnamese," one
Vietnamese major explained. (Actually, Westmoreland gave the order
to> a1l Americam aircraft commanders involved im the operation,
according to one high-—z*ﬁa ranking source, but only at the request
of the Vietnemese High Command. )

The Americam bombing of North Vijet Nem, also, is M ‘shoring up
the anti-Communist govermment positions the Southerm=borm anti-Communists:
are more depressed at the Saigom political situatim tham they are

encouraged at the bombing of North Vietna m;\ the Horﬁemubom
g bombe&c

anti=-Communists: openly resent their hameland is being bon
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(aﬁa Northern-borm Vietnamese battalion sommandew reportedly checks
the newspaper every day to see if the home village where his m parents
are living in the North has beem bombed. He defiantly explained, "I
want %o win the war im the Soutl=-but without bombing my home village. ")
In short;, the invisible, umarmed subversive war iIs now
considered far more significant than the violleat;, bloody guerrilla
wer in the countryside-—which has beem going s;remuularly,, but not
consistently; welll for the government side. From the Washingtom point
of view, the bombing raids against North Vietnem are designed t®
convince Hanoi to call 0ffihhe infiltration ef tzvoozm into South:
Vietnam and possibly to slow dowm the comxminﬁvdireated ;inet Cong
guerrills fighting withim this southerm £ republic..
But anti-Cormunist Saigonmese and Weslerm diplomats here
holieve that even if Hanoi and the Viet Cong guerrillas totallly stopped

their military ections, the Communist and pro=-neutralist
political subversives would gaim more and more control of the

Saigom governmente.
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Many political obsexvers here believe that May will be a pivetal
month in the future political=military m. The mom&h contains three

important Bommﬂnist hol&days-—-«ﬂay I Labor Bay, '& Tt t%e anm&varsam

cf Dien B:iezr le} durin.g the In&a-&h§na War im 1954 end May 19th "&v

,.,wwrwwu»v;:' s A o B i

23 “Ho Chi Mirﬂt' 8 h:tr'thd,a:y. These observers predict the @ammunis*bs winl

make a sensationa.l attaen:, either through use of sebotaga as’ against th.e
Americen Embaesxe; or a military push” WM the ¥atilele battlefield
in the provinces. One likely example of what they may attempt is to
mortar the American military command im Saigom cit*y;} “which would make

a mockery of the American fetisiness about weap&tmg" one Westerm
diplomat groaned. » ‘

3 Birthday of Byuddhs,,

The month of May slso conteins the
vhich the pro-neutralist Bnddhist leadm are expaets& to eale‘brate

with spectaculary mx paraaeu calorfuﬂ ﬂa:'&f”;‘?m an a%empt to pv:g
portray themselves as the most respecta,hla” most orgamizeéj
political force im the oeumt;;*“ Thie Buddhist newspapez Chanli=Dao
reported tha¥ Buddhist representatives decided to request the
Supreme Priest to issue a iy communiq ue appealing for o two-day
cease~-fire m between the Viet Cong Communists and the government
forces on May 15-16 om the occasiom of Buddha's Birthday;;

=30«
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