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SAIGON, NOVEMBER 4--We have avery detailed Playbyrlyy of the
finel bunker-thieu confrontations and the precise reasons why the
Vietnamese hacked out of going %o Paris, It is very dramatic
and faseinating stuff--and is one of the mmxiw worst ceriods
ln imerican diplomacy. There was an incredible miswo im it all.
However, to make it comprehensible it needs word length to A
capture the full drama % and the intricate singinificances of
the details. It impinges on the eledtions snd Johnson's whole
scheme of as well as develorments in Parig—snd the whole political
point of the beombing halt as being wkxx nearly a giveaway to
Hanoi. I suggest a series of several articls of about 1200
words each, if you can squeeze 2ll +his in duving the eleetiom
spree. But to do a really good Job, we have to have +he
space to get the quotes, fmaw flavor and description 4o make the
atory come alive, What do you think? Xapnxdznoayaxm Please urgent
your repldy. Regards Bevs ;
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F SAIGON, NOVED NOVAMBER 4—Purported political encouragement from the /480
7 Riaha.rd Nixon camp was a significant fasctor in the last-minute decision of
: Prasident Nguyen Van Thieu's refusal to send a delegation to the Paris peace
2 talks—at least until the Americen Presidential election is over,
In a wide-angle view, one of the most decisive moments of the
Vietnam war--gsettling f: the conditions for ending it~-is thus moving in
parallel with the most indecisive moments of the American democratic procesg——
Presidential elcction #imes For the Allies here~-this is one of the gravest
$momenta-because the anti~-Communist allisnce is momentarily blmm glcy=-high

A BX. s () \
at a w time when dhesgaspbest unity is needed to meetﬁ a 30113; porecitdeen SHFr v D
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Inforned sources report the Mm government understood &% that gm e
Hizon oup had urged 14 o metntets ¢ S5 PosttIoH and What whon fhe

Republican candidate was elegm Procidenty; he would support President

Thicu's hawdsbinoon strong positions Homoe, at least in the eyes of the
M
Vietnomesc gwwmmt, ﬁm Am“iam ?raaideathl election | detaan for
Z!w%'m}”"

ﬁmﬂr M role at the Paris pouce talkaew

m. R TR -
m mmﬁﬁa of m mxmm souﬁx Vietnon, e Saigon govornment

Fon

’Bv allowing the m seating eﬁ" he n’at&aml Idveration Front delegation
m Porig=—agninat tho mssenn conslstont refusal of Saigon to accept ite=because

it would % probadbly leed to o d coalition memmnt and an eventual
Communint take-over in mh ﬂouth Victname
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L 8 Nixon has publicly vetoed a eonlitiong government arrangenent for
South ﬂatnmm senior Vietnamese @mmont officials say they can not

repeat not understand ‘ﬂoo p,.m dent m‘a ﬂnbart Hunpmy*e deblhtalk"y
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Informed sources say that du:ring the more than m wecks of sessions

thm
botween tho™d Thiou government end Americen inbassy ofﬁo’.als,

points becane inoreasingly olear¥ to the Vietnemese W
1. Henod was not meking sny real concessions in return for the
*  pombing holt; at best thore might be some vegue understanding between the
. merioens end Henot——vhich Hanol oould wist and bask out of whon it wanted
; tos The Saigon government wented concrete pledges from Hanoi=-in writing—
' as to wha ¢ tho North Vietnamese were giving we e American officials
could not repeat not produse it and ome w simply aaid, "We cen not

-
repeat not cupect enything definite from Hamoe" . . o

s=more reuter
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2. The Thiou govermment was never told mpnoiﬂy by ﬁx@ Apericon
representatives that r,.asidaut Johnson had agreed to m the Noetional
Liberation Front W“am a separate delegntion at Pa.ris. 1 The American
officials would only say the nogntive—thatmosmemot m&’ &;Eia not repeat
not guarentee Saigoﬁv monal Liberation Front would not repeet show up
as a separate delegatione It was not repeat not resbpewmritl really
wntil Prosident Johnson's halt=the=bombing speech that the Viotnamesey '
reading betwoen the lines, realized thot Johnson had g virtuelly capitulated
to Hanoi's demand for a separate NLF delegations Theny chortly before
Thiou's speech on Saturday, radio uplﬁa broadoasts here carried the
North Vietnomese press conforence in Paris, saying that Hanol was preparing

for a four-power conference with a seporate delegation m,j fxom t!w HLF,--

turned out to be the firmest 4t
and this Go w96Eine] Sonfirmation immesx der the Saigon gaverm@iiﬁ ‘.lm m

ShSiemdamen Joi gon government had naumex consistently told the American
officials here 1¢ would refuse to git with thm o mamm

NLF delegation=-and when Ppesident Johnson put“w on the omt, they defied
himy thus putting Vashington in an oven more Mg more embarrassing

joSt

position,
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As the bargaining sessions hugguErisiin progressed from 0o tober 15 16,
the Spouth Vietnamege started asking more sml more maﬁmwmd bogan
meiving vaguer and vaguer answers from m merlema. The pivotal
week was tho last week of Ostober--and this is when the reports of Njxon's

support storted coming into Saigone At the same tima

. significonte~the Vietnemese government itoelf was beccming more end more

wified in refusing to moke too meny concessions to Hanole And, with
~ the encouragemont from Nixon, W the Saigon govermmont gradually

decided to ©all Pyesident Johnson's bluff and refuse o send the dole@um

- %0 Paris,

s=nore reuter
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The only known m«mn xmm about the alleged Nixon support for
the Thiou government was a cable m m Diemy Vietnamese Ambassador to
Vashington, vhich was received at the Foreign Ministry in Saigon on October
28y sources close to the Ministry reports In ity Th the Vietnemese
embassedor seid thet the Nizon camp had urged Saigon to maintain a fimm

stand=—and vhen eleoted President Nixon would further support the saigon

government's positione The cable dsiisx roportedly doees not speeify that
Bui Diem hod secen Nixon personally, nor does it mention the name of any
Nizon aide. Nor, does it speoify just what the conversation and Nizon's
support sotually aamw Ao often hepems happens here in many difle

delicate Vietnomese-imorioen disoussionsy Jjust what an American says and

means ig sometinmes vastly different tha'nk

what ip sald and meant,
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But, aside from the cable to tho Foreign Ministry, there worc also
verbal

& verbal messagos that filtered into Thieus m of these mewusa
messages oome fron en official Vietnamene aelegata.on, vhich had been in
the Ue Se since carly Septembers Bosides it officisl duties, Thieu had
alse deteiled the delegntion to ocontoet both m the Nixon and mmy
cemps to forret out what might happen to South Vietnam no matter whioh m&M
elocted the nexzt Prosidente This dolegationy, which was originally scheduled
to remain £ in the Us Se until after the eloction—-rushed back to Saigom the
final week in Octobere It aliwo made en asscosment to the government on the

#% pmorican election prospects mwalwmr@wtadly urged the government to

renain firn becauso of the-eddwwed beoking from the Nixon cemps

==@ore reuter
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Just how substentive and specifie these puPest purported assurances
from the Nizon camp were in faot is not repeat not exasctly known heres Buty
the significant thimgs point is that tho Thieu government interpreted them
ae moening something mubstantives And honco, Hik Thiou decided iwdvesimmr
dddtioxionenm to rebuke Johnson, to refuse to send the delegation to Paris,
and to meke his noxt move after the almﬁmwhmﬁhmmi@tho the, i
Presidentinl-designato, In-the-eyonof the Saigon ofﬁeials,f eoneme@
Johnson as a lome-duck Precident~-they call him a “"dead-duck ﬁﬁ} Preaidmw

e Mg
4w @nd do not repcat not believe he will have & full authord ty/ $o = make deciaiona

without consulting his successor aftwm.
In short, tho Saigon government % roportedly thot@Eht decdded it ooul&
not repeat not lose any more than Johnson had already given away to ﬁano:l--m

A .
they-mmber: nicht have alot to gain i€ Nizon wore olecteds Also, Tiou's  [[40
highly naticnalistic speoch ond-pesitdem~of refusing to sond the aelegatiem

M
Yo Peris has enhanced his position to the point where, if nm, an afford

internally to make some concessionse But, aeriaua obaamra heore believe
- ok
it is still virtuslly impossible for Thieu to meke m ‘abhout-face and sit

dom with the National Liberation Front as an indepondent delegntions

= sMOre reutor
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Even 0, the vhole decimion %o rofuse to send the delegetion %o ym;
was dangling in mid-air wtil virtuslly the last minute~ before Thiou's
mid-morning specch last Saturday before the jJoint session of legislaturess
Earlior in tho morning, the Forelgn mtm-y had "6 even issued a mild :
£OMIm. otatenent vi tharawing Ssigonta) a;;;?m to Whivashington's unilateral -

cessation of the bombings Western diplomatu boliem that Mm hed

4444 oy
“gaved in" to pres-ure fronm B:mker. /e key fwm seemed to be a ;
~$0.. rican officiala :
lagt-ninute compraniae proposal made ’oy the mmﬁ, at the auggenﬁou
™ of Vice Presidont Ky Hguyen Cao xy; ““““““““ “that a Saigon delogation go %o Paris

and oonsult privately with Hanoi's delegotion before any formal opening of
now phase of the peace talkse The Salgon govermment wanted

to entablich with Hanoi "the rules of the gemej"™ Saigon was afraid Henoi
would oimply uce the Paris pence talks as “an insulting platform™ . o
dme@'ata the south Vietnemeno and otheor Alliese Buty the American

{
ofﬁ.aialzz vatoed me pleny, saying these preliminaries could @ on for years

and thet Vashington was in a rushe
semore router
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N o 4 . 3 - iy 2 ;

] Soy' tHG Thiou unleashed his bombshell apeecf ; Hevenmber 24
Upable to get anything conorete in writing from the American officialdom
here, Thicu buttressed his posﬂim by mly pulling out the joint
communique of the last time hakmarmuy hed met with President Johnson
in Honolulu less than three monthe agos The joint & —frdee=dy communique
if ¢ on the Thiou=Johnson talks speeifics "that the Republic of Vietnam
ghould be a full pa rticipant playing s leading rele in disdussiéns
 oconcerning the substanse of a final settloments” The more i gnificant phrage
4 1o in the next to last peregrairpavagrph paragraph specifying that the
Paris talko “ghould lead to nogotiations involving directly Nyrth Vgetnun'
and South vmmm." ~which implies that the Natlomal Liberation: Front 3:3
net ropont not ,&-epmeented as a soparate delegatione
Thicu pointedly recalled the Hpnolulu communique in his bombshell
apuog. 1mp1£ng that P,oat&ant Johnson had reneged on his previous promiaew
‘ “Fopuddated Johnson whna waiting to see vhe ihe.next
whm\kmeriaan votors would elect as the next W Procidents

==end reuter
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