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SAIGON, JULY 26~lluch to the embarrassment, if not surprise,
of the American officialdom here, the trigl of Truong Dinh D& Dsu, who
aé&@had aﬂ@ publicly advoocated wgglks® with the Viet Cong, began at
ten sems before a five-men military tribunal and an understrength | P
f9lins journalists reporterse

B s e [,
sit4alion of o television cemersmen end

Dauy, the 5l=year-old "peace" candidate who lost the Vietnamese
Presidentiel election to Nguyem Van Thiew last fall, sat aonfidmm
benghes. ,ﬂgaida ‘his. p:mkuwbaa wife W

() um tha*,mm: ZOW.. a&' waoden
T Beceme »Wﬁ of #hé” imen&alx tangled,pm: ,} (i e R e
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if:not, cmflim@,, mlatim betwsen the Americen and Vietnamese
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The man~inwthe~gtreet Saigonece did not appear very interested in
the trial, since Dou e widely regerded in Vietnamese e¢ireles as & "corrupt
epportunist,” oo one explained. But, the repercussions im Saigowm may de
quite different—and open to exploitation fyom Viet Cong pop propegandaists
or the loftiets nationaliste, But, ~DEFE™WSEGt the Vietnenese government's
“srotective custody” of Dau in a Saigon police station and thi Soday®s
with the Eaﬁm&n& Im:mﬁm Front=-or the Viet Cong—have drawn orivioTsm

TG frﬁm the American maaz,m W Mm ‘sourges mparﬁ,

,’ #

as mll fm liberal eircles abroad.
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Ironicallys; the Vjetnamese govermment appears to be applying a
m»fiéétsd policys it hes recently become much more liberal in its
ing relatively significent degrees of more freedom
_steel glove to draw
¥ highly explosive

ﬁmﬁﬁa affeirs by granii

internally, vl while at the same time ug

‘.,4,:@5,% £} . #
the line whore 1HS freedom ends I on 98
issue of its relatioms with the Viet %m %vemment sources report

tha,ﬁ: Prime ﬁinistaw Tran Van Huong has aré.we&a reviews of many political

priners }ggtaim?a anﬂ that #h&y m;w& i.mm:lately Be“bither be tried

Re L& 58w

or & raleased? rather than allamd_:kg remain for lmg periods in gcw'emment
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jails, as was the previous notne To 0Ty 008
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The courtroomy; inside @ heavily sentried compoundy on the Saigonm
waterfront, was extremely austeres and dilapidateds The room was stuffyj
three of the five fans pirouetting from the ﬁr plaster~board ceiling worked.
And it was @ dimly=-lighted; only four of the twelve neon lights were in
working order. Six Vietnamese military policement, with mﬁﬂ{é’%ﬁ new M-16's
pointed ofd ceiling-wards, moved through the roommmdx Then the judge,

Major Trieu Khac EF Huynly, entered the froom, flanked by a captaln,
;giw,

two lieutenants and one master-sergeant, all of whom took saata"w

&% the

Then, the e@ag agains‘& Dzu was xaaﬂa ; " y.gtiess that wesken

L & oy

the anﬁ*GMMist . of the &mth ?ﬁ.atnmae %‘ and people@
S?Mfiaaliym that on April 14 and 15, sﬁer being relaasﬁaé from

correspondents of United

" o, P

protective custody, D Dzw hed told ¥

Press International and the a‘ma of mm% tﬂ,vaeat&& ”talks“x with the

(‘f;: N S uEd

B3 Libei'a'&iem Fronty) Ten on i1 29,

Nationel LIGEFETY

juﬁlfe signed an order or Dgu's demtFugTent detention and the mext dayy
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July 18, Dzu was then sent %o Chi @ Hoa/ primm: orr=-Hire-outs

8 on charges or swindle and embezzlemente Taen, O

/; P ‘,?j&“ £ 5,!;." ’(“
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\ 'ééakening the anti«-ﬁmuniat gpirit GEAEC

in gouth Vietname
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e ";j;dge, i reading the charge, reminded Dzu that the
Vietnemese constitutiom, the two~house legislature and the President
had outlewed the Natiomal Liberation Fron},i#s on the grounds it was
1 simply a "tool” of the Nyrth Vietnamese Communists: The judge asked

Rfﬁ‘? rgé%mgm%gg ﬁw out aggression

Dzus "Do you adm%t
in the South?" ﬁmgmpli.ed that was only an hypothesis, or a theory,

on: which the Vietnamese government based its position. The judge

. replied that it was the position of the government and of the elected

& two-house legislature, and henmce the pesition of the Vietnamese peoples

Dzu countered that he only proposed "talking” with, not
negotiating with, the Liberation Front, It is a realistic way g-—lreewatty
0 end the wary, he sald. '

Then the pﬂx official prosecutor, also aw Sy Vietnamese Amy
najorsy. made on emotional speech against coalition governments, rwa.lls.ng
the 1945 mariamm in, th when the Communists made a coalition with the
nationalists, and Jater a Tigulfated the Communists liquidated the RS

na%imalistm He said Dzu's guilt was similar to that of a :muag studant,
ta five years hard 3.9&01';” :f‘ar M
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Then the defense lawyer, wearing & long black vobe with fur neckirimej
gtrode forward. The lawyer was Pran Ngoc Lieng, a former aceial welfere
minister in the Hguyen Gao Ky gnw:mnent and a long~time friend of Dzu.

At one time Liengy wﬁ( and Dzw reparteé, shamd ai the ssme law office with

Nouyen Huu Thoy President of the National Liberation Front, and Dau

once defamis& ir. Tho against charges aii THATEUI

3 .«\,,»v

similer 0 theonc-PEBIEEMPEN Lieng was aefﬁming Dzu against this

weelks

e defense based his argument om five pointss First, the law
speaified action must be taken to jeopardize the anti-Communist spiri; of
the sountry, but Dzu's interviews to the Western journaligts were merely
expressions of opiniom protected by freedom of speech in the Vietnamese
constitutions Second, Dzu had made an official statement to the
Vietnamese police asking why the Vietnamese government advocated talks
with the North Vietnemese regime, vhich was totally Harzist-Leninist
Gommunists, vhile he, Dzu, advooated talks only with the Netional Liberation
Front, vhich was pert natiomslist and part Communist in compositions He
said he propoa&d to talk only with the nationalist elements in the

Hational Li’hamt ion Frant»

wemore router



LG BaE
vy nam

dzuw 7 (normass/deepe)

Third, z::.?m éuang Dan, who was recently nemed %o and then fired
from his ministerial post in the present government, had expressed
publicly the ssme view as Dzu—but Dre Dan had only beé'z’g;amﬁ. gsed from:
hig job and wes not brought to trials Vhy was I one Vﬁ.mnameae i‘me to
express an opinion while sncther was %’;‘e tried fai“mg '{:he smamptm.»
Fourth, Lawyer Lieng szid that ascording to o dispatch in the Christien
Seience Monitor (no date or dateline specified), -Ambass American
Anmbassador &vw(; Horrimen in Paris said, "If the National Liberation
Front decided to lay down their arms then they would ‘que«pte& to
perticipated in South Vietnam's political life." Dzu had mede the same
stetement before, Lieng argued; eadding "for this point we must agree

that we, Vietnemese are quite intelligen# pecple who could,
on some oocsasions, predict things agcurately.”
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Inﬁéee&a Lieng argued for hip fifth point, President Nguyem
Van Thien had returned from the Homolulu Conference just last woek
and pledged Tis himself to_ @o allowing a “one-man, one=-vote"

..M
type of election for allf 't;ha Vietnmesa ae a aelutﬁ.m for the war--but how

SERag ta,lis: thh ‘fshmig Soy
"‘; " -2 »_ﬂ{__ #MWMW
firam sald the sama thingg in & diffevent

could the Communists vete if the 3

President Thieu had just mdsmsmis
waYe On this refraing the Dzu's defense rested his case,

The five military officers; serving as a-«##i the tribumal, loft

the room o nd e 4ab0 one hour and fifteen mimutes deliberaicd
the cases Bach cast hig decision by seoret dallot.
Then, the five re~cntered; the major read the verdict: five years

of 1a hard lebor in prisom without am additional sentence of exile

o upm emp.‘lm:ﬁ.gm of confinements ~He

§ 8 @%
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