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SAIGON, AUGUST 13~-A chapter in Vietnamese history books
wag closed at the Republican Conventionm in Miami Beach. With finaelity,
an era embodying them last hope of Vietnsmese havwks for viotory had

Ex ﬁnw/ noy, )/“.f
-gec endeds South Vietnamm inm trensition towards an even more uncertaim

veriod,. R
It scemed a giant irony here that this chapter M ended
£ by the same Republicam authors who 'begg:n in 1954 to write the very first
page of the book of the American committéenﬁ to South Vietnam—-Dwight
Eisenhower and Richard Nixom,
So, at Miami Beach, not only had a chapter ended, bdut history

M paradaxieally amxmg fuJ.Ji cirecle back to the same Republioans who
A 3 é:}“ il ol sl
gl - o £ In 1954, the Americam commd t tdent beﬁ—* to

Vietnam began with a mllti 13 bery
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e finale of the chapter .smeihemeshe smothered the lasp fragile

ray of hope of Vietnamese havks and anti=-Communist politi%a,nas to continue
pressing for a victorious solutiom to the war as an alternative to a
negotiated peace settlement. The oft-stated Vietnamese national
objective of victory was extinguished somewhere along the sands of

Mismi Beachy, although the harsh realities of the wex continue even

at the doorsteps of Saigoms Rather tham go=-it-alone @it without Americen
supporty the Vietnamese political circles have begun: thinking about
MO following the Americam peace-path, having decided they need the

Americen support as nuch-—or even more——im pesce than in ware
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Pew Va;atnamesa politicians caught the rumﬁ dimensiond of the mm&/
rofif  the Ropublicen 3 e abiteies ofis rogardined
Apia eince the Breftn Bisenhowor-Nixon crae Vicinamese newspaper comment
concentrated on the fine-line differences botwoen lr, Nixon's pease stond

and iy, Humphrey's, without noticing much differonces Somo nf“’%%’. nowppepor
editoriel comment memd comsoled that both Nixon and Hymphrey I:a& g‘msm

winning

of lote the "pomesell-put® type of posces The issue of LHE™GED”
the war rathor then ending it was largely obssureds

Buty, the Americsn Embossy reportedly éid notice the chift in
Republicen polioy=-cspecially lpr. Nixen's poliocy=-but the Bmbassy noticed
it only in pessing and without comment,
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Most of what the Ve ¢ appreciated here is that one day,
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as the - Republican convention began,
Dk

opened vp their Gasp éawepaper with the headlines "V,N, RETREAT WILL

REAP TRADEGY--IKLEe" Whatever the meaning elsewherey; the political

translation here‘ was the war-peace issue, j&lw ha;ﬁs-dove controversy

was still alive in the American political f# ;:;d that conceivably

an American Republicem President might s#i1l preaa:i’gg: v&fning the wax

rather thon ending ite The Vietnamese mwspapﬁré%m Z}mericam

wire service dispatches quoting former President Dwight Eisenbower saying,,

"It is mg one thing to cell for a peaceful settlement of this struggle, It

is quite another to call for retreat by America. The letter is the best

way I know to stockpile tragedy for our children."
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It sounded los though the former president—general was the last
havic in the Americanm aviary anim even his somg had changed from "holding
the line in Asia" to the m negative pleas of non-retreate.

But, four days later, omw Mugust 11, the Saigon newspaper

headline reads "NIXON PROMISES ‘HONORABLE END' TO VIETWAM CONFLICT."

Somehow in those mgxg Ida;va, ,.j)m emphasis @HE 7O SSHE” ad jectives and tone

w“'/ 4

had made & subtle ohange, FEE8SY My. Nixom of 1968 had changed

significantly from the Viee President Nixom of 1954, vEBEG VL whem

Vietnamese politico-intellectuals recall he a"‘@ advocated using @

American a.tomiu’ weapons in support of the French during the battle of

@ Dien Bien Phu.
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Origiaalxx} Vietnamese intellectuels and politicians had watohed the
prelude m to the Republican Convention with a great deal of intercgte—
interpreting American politics im their owmn Vietnemese = framework,
American politics were confounding them in the seme mischievous manmar that
Vietnamese politics have for year baffled Americans here. Obviously,,

"“"”h" P e ?“'J}{
mony Vietnamese intellectuels &
win the nemination because he had high prestige and alot of money and

Governor Nelson Rockefeliler would

came from on elite, famous Mmericen family, Of course, Richard Hixm
v’})
could not win the nomination because he had lost previous eleotianai wﬁa&

low prestige., In Vietnam, no one respecis a loser., Some Vietnamese
still believe Precident Jgh Lyndon Johnsom will memcuver for his om
re-nomination at the Democratic Comveationy despite his fined-pubdde:.

surprise public annowmcenrent on April 1L that he wonld not. Few ?‘ietnamese
’“};vﬂ“ = F e # £ :”;ﬁ,’

can enviﬁon a lea&@r voluntarily relinguishing power; ad thoy hevesscems

82y, ﬂf@ ST ES &
&g emﬂaitious‘; genamls throwing coups to seize power,

Bew y e G @
lore significant, however, the Vietnamese watczga ;hg }i&epublicm %
convention as a fulleb blown floor-fight between dovish Rockefeller
end havicish Nixon=-all éézater:ing on: either peace or victory for their little
tired countrys Instead, at the end of the comvention, they witnessed
without realizing it the transformation of a hawke It was the transformation

of @ 1954 model havit into a 1968 model dove~-the change of Hixon 1 himself,
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Perhaps, the most imporiant Vijetnamese to cateh the full
dimension of the event was President Nguyen Van Thieus for sirangely enough,
whether or not by coincidence, ~the trewewf tmnsfamat on of T#y Wixon
#gmic peralleled a similar trensforuation of S T hieu M. Officially,
Presidont Thieu did noi comment on the nomimation of Mr. Nixon.
Howevery, when asked if Nixon's nomimotion would influence i the Vietnam
‘warry President Thiew seid o¥y0IeWl crypticelly, "At o present,,
Mr, HNizor is a M*esidentijl ca@#ﬂ.&atﬁ, not the President yet." ‘

A

Yet, :‘-»ff‘si@i‘fiééﬁﬂyﬁ"’p nonth % President Thien ]ﬁff; g§r i
vi 4 5 "« Ad ey !

Honolulu @eakingwlim Precident Eiaenhcwerw“m shall{ nuzcx‘end.er tc

the Commumists ,—m?, “last week, @ President Thiew, 1ike Mr., Nixon,

began talking ab¥if peace. Shusuihgewiiem In the same Saigon

newspeperg frontpaging Hx-. Nizon's "Konor&bie Peage" ?gomﬁnation speech.
mr f af "
G, ek i JL s G sl
in Mianmi Beuoh, the m’ he-zdline on page two reads "PRESIDENT THIEUs

PEACE MAY BE RESTORED NEXT XEAR
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I4 is readily accepted here that the Democratic comvenitiom will not
present 2 havwk~dove choice on: the Vietnam war issue~but will involve
only a choice among the doves of various pedde®l political colorations,
Andy, barring unforeseen developments dim this highly umpredictable yeawr,
the American electiom debate will =ms® center, mnot om the war-peace
5% issue, but solely om peace itself, The question is simply one
of which adjectives the various Presidential nominees will seleet %o
describe and 4@ define the peaces And this itself opems & new chapter
about a now era in ¥ Vietnamese history bodks,

(FonkP I plan to ocable seversl short political piecrs this week, -

I'm also still attempting to set the foreiegn minister's interview. I
eirmailed several days ago my long overdue Saigon mood zeepager. My
apologies Tor the delay.. This week is disoussed as & likely target for the
Communist offensive, But, wunless we get very sold solid ezclusive
information, we will file mm no predictiom pisces about the offensive

until it happens., Opinions are a & plentiful, but not even the generals
know vhen and if the offensive will come,. Regards Bev)s
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