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SAIGON--The defenses ax-cund(.: %@riqan billets and Vietnamese
airbascs are not good encugh=— ; there is no total defense againgt
bold Viet Cong attacks a nd acts of ssbatoge.
Im the recent Pleiku attack om February Tth in Whic}ia eight Americans
were killed and 108 wounded im worst hajg:/m:amt of the wawr, there were
g !

barbed wire fences around the perimete t unlike even the most isolated
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Vietnamese outpost there were no OO BERN With pebbledfilled beer cans

Loghas "

T L
] when touched--and Viet Cong squads took one~half hour
Edie f”‘." Ol ETECH M.

to cut & hole in the

double rows of wire.

According to American military spokesmem there vere trip flares
‘along the fense, but "none of these were activated." There were eight
L ;,————-"’"'/
German shepherd scout dogs in ‘Ploiku area, but nons)éf these were assigned

%o the protection of the base. There were alse, he said, flood lights

along the barbed wire fence, but none of them were ron§ 7nou§}; %
see the intruding VietCong, dressed in b’R paj Me ni ght,

ey
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il there weve no ulnse, mwmmmamwmm
and tho Hileting arzoa fow mwm&mﬁam ve Roado
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sraed forsen. Yot theve 48 no total guarmtes of security, for the
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¥ilitarily, the dilems is how meny Vietnemese troops should
mummmam:mmmummmnmmmm
mejor installetions, souch as sirbescs, which diminishes the musber
wﬁmmm:wmm;wmnmwmmmmam
basws axl consentrationse

tolitionlly, the dilemna is how tuch control of the oivilimm
mmmwmhmwmmmmmmmm
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mmm‘l. mmsmmumwma ineffective without
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In the six Viet Couy antiwimerican attecks snd aots of ssbatoge
within the pest yesy, arve sre lures partineat pointos
1. Vkile the major & these slx major attscke grebbed werldewdde
hoadlines—and tvo of then touched off retaliatoxy bombling reids
on Horih Viel dep~ethe Viel (cag louseh these attecks in mindnture
every night of the yeor sgminet iselated outyosts amd villsges
temsughont the evumtzye |

2 Yhile these ﬁxﬁtms wppuar dossterous in nowspapey
nocomts, fmericem sdvisors vho have been hit Peel they werve relatively
My mmmﬁwwm«mfwm a’iatmﬁm
mortaring of Rien Hoa mmwmxwmx. imericon
rilote ond advisors folt they came off luckywwith only four killed
end T2 woundeds

3 Mmmmwmmwwm
fiorth Viet Bam for two of the rescent attesks, they rejeoted for
unlnom rossons thax to cend mericsn dafemrkvuy combat toams to defend

st

these basess "hile there hos begn an inorease of ‘fmericen security
personnoly “Mlﬁ‘h one /merican militery police company were

i a2

among the 1000 militery which were vithiremss Thvee nenths lotes,
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The siz ¥hetctongrontmretdeeton anti-’norican attacka and 2ote of
gabotese within the past yesr ncooumbed for at lonet thirdy one killed

(nine in the Cui Fhom billet subble still ere unncoounted for), & nd
336 soundeds. These six imeldents Ffall into three neparete categorissr—
with different por problemn end Mfm different atteupted sclutionoe-
direct morter atiack, ﬂMnﬁWMamﬁm;@mi

The aote of sabatoge were last year the blowing up of Americen
bleachers during softball game (2 killed; 23 wounded on February 9)3
the cismt blowing up of /‘mericen thostre (3 killed and 49 wounded om
nm&ﬁ)%ﬂmuwwmﬂmmimw
Chriotmes eve (2 killod and 62 wounded) eond recently this yeer the
%WWM%WMW&WMM‘;V&W
hwi&lzmmuM;%Muﬁm%iIZWMh
the mase of Tubbles

Yhe attack on the Tien VWoa airbase on Fovember 1 is an example of
dircet morter attadk (4 killed end 72 woumded plus destroying virtually
full souadrow of American B-57 jet~fighters); the Pledkuw attack is
aamWﬂWWMW&%MuMM

(ore)
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#t imoricen UP helplens to p¥oven . provent the sot, Hemse, ot the
bosding of the Amerdcan thestre & yeor sgo this woek, tho imericsn IP
ghot ono of the two sebatours, Lut still the sttack could met bo proventeds
is 8till rresumed te be a mystexys o truckfull of explosive chavges
In the other three ansen of direst sots of sabstoge, indirect
sonplioity by the Vietnemese populntion or police wes fmrlied, though
or the police wore direotly spperting the Viet Cong tereriest terroriste;
it moens aimply that they locked the other wayw-ond this & habit of the
Tiotnonede hao existed during the Fremch Indo-China War, 4 olassie st case
then was vhen the French security chief wms sscessineted coming out of his

Wy aUmnye



" ind 50 4% vae, that in tho 0ase of the bumbing of the jmeriosn
L wm@wmmﬂuﬁamwmmmﬁm
gy Viet Comg terrorists Smmmimix sot o satohel~ful of plasticue in the
: doorvey,  In the sace of the blewing-wp of the Ameriosm bloashore
wwﬁnmmmmmﬁmwmmm 45
g( mnwwummmmmmnm‘m
In the cnase of Gul Hhony mmmmmmmw

;008 the opinion that the Viet Cong Servorfets had used the

houses of the oivilisn population ooTess a nerwow mtreot to hide in
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i v aota of sebatoge cen bex not be prevented, 4the cheamces
of Viet Cong sucuess can Lo yefusd b swiuced by the fetishly
meticulous cobdrol of the populsition, It msans the otopping of
provinciel sp eapitals ond distriot toms. In the case of Flelkm,
one high ranking efitmx American officer suspeoted thet the Viet Cong
the Chiness lunar New Year somson when mmwriiyx goverment soourity
around Zaigon in the past few monihs, with the introduction of a
magsive psocifcaticn pregran in the surrounding provinees, =$111
the faet that the Viet Cong terrvoricts could g YWwing trucklosds of
explonives——of ther collectively or in small packetn--into Saigon
domek o evidonoe the ofntrols are not striot enough. The Viet Comg

hove through the yesrs been masters of this dangerous smuggling
sgents have found gremsdes rolled up in the bun-dw m Vietnemese
vomen'a heiwy hove found guns and enmw-emj smmunitions in the felse
bottons of fruit crates, hove found diseovered rifles brought inte
saigon in iim bullock certs of hair hay..
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shme ot the cemtrel lovel, which 4o the findemental importenmce of
noither simily nor onsy o solve, It is resscmebly » cortain, hovever,
that the imeriosn cssuslides were inflisted Yy imoricen-mmde morters
feroos yeors ag fnd since been captured by the Viet Cong guerrillas,
sl tarily in 195657, "o mve Shemmmytiimgesstm the Vietnsmoco
nesine battaliome the same as Americen marine battalionswsimply
boosus 4% was the imoricsn militery charts thet way,” ome irritated
wmt wo 4id not oonsider that we weze fighting guerrillas-—o gave
them 401 ms mortars to hit pillbox positionsy but the Viet Cong didn't
d4dn't have taksy wo gave them 450 calibres meohinegums for large trocp




ne ‘mericen adviooy who hed swrvived s morter stteck on his
o aldo.” mmnmgmmmmm they
wnyaummwmmmmm
The Viet Cong put a homo-mode viewp viewfinder an those «50n,"
oo imoriosn & pilot ex-lainmed, “end cen shoot dem imerdean helicopters
as sagy ss bresthing."
xwrmm«mmwmmwwmmm
coumtrica; the remsinder were either old French vessous or movwly-ocaptured
Wﬁmmmmmmmumm
hands in 28 by patrols and antatie positions in o rodiue of st leset

WMM#M‘&mmmmﬂi&m But

nmmm “ wmmwmmz
torrain and the mmber of tzceps that can be tied dom for eirbass soouritye
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troops to seGurl scoure coure taic adrbose, "

1% would toke 10,000
the frordosn soourity advicor et Biem Hoa explaimned -ointing to the
junged rolling hills, $he end the apl palmtree covered river bemks
dnding tho airbass. “Obwicusly the bost defence 1s %o e out on
petzol, tat they oan »ti1l alip WW cur reaw-you anntt stop ‘
therm all." |

of lethel qunlities of o morter is thet thore is no flssh of

iight nor cound vhen the mortar round is fivedw-the noise comes on impoct
ot the tovgete Hemoo, ~HY"NEGH Tibe, during the Biem lion etteck, ‘merdcen
sirornft nnd helisopters roured thoueands of rounds of swmuniticon m
suspeotol aveesesbot did not kill one Viet Cong.

1€ mortar attacks con not bo totally eliminatede=though
gertein o bo move of themewtheir nuccecs also con be reducods One:-of
Tibesc dmdomm 1o a “countor-firing device" which sutematically

mzmm; the position of the n titecking moriors enddmemesstherspndenm
ond pinpoints mpeaxnmm&vmtm&m

iy

Hovember I attadk were desorided by Anordcen Uilitery Comandor Cone

¥illien Oy "ootimorelend as “pretty good if five is sustaimed eo onc can

ot the dote,” but he codd wore "gtill being tented.” They have got %o
be shipped to Viet Hams



	363-07500
	363-07501
	363-07502
	363-07503
	363-07504
	363-07505
	363-07506
	363-07507
	363-07508
	363-07509

