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LITTLE THINGS IN A BICGER WAR

SA1G0D--"Hg always goof up the littlest, little things,” omeo
mmordcon advisor in the Nekomg delte provimos ezploineds “And it's
these 1little things thet will meke the dRffercnce in this war, If we
lose, 4t won't bo beceuse the Viet Cone nre 00 pood~it's because

our cide 1o 20 bad."
“he leck of fetichly motioulous oor
ooy ond the Vietnrmose ineffieiency ond corruption =that
is a contridutine footor to the problem of scourity, vhich ia
one of the most importent problems in this country oxperieneing a

guorrilla wore
vhile Amoricans here openly ridiocule the Vietnamese for their
flagmnt corzuption, 4t is the Amoricans who find 1t ecsier to go

for exa mpe oxample, foroign coonocmio oxports ere oponly chocked
et the indirect way in vhich Us % military ond coonomic fumde snd goods
contribute to the Viet Cong Communint gnerrilla strongthe
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"21L the sfvoraf™ greoline for the My fnesiosn helis opier
bose &% Soe Tranp fo taxed dwice Ly Viet Cony reaihlooks, m
eaploimed, “Them it i= piped inte Mmeriner heliveviess $e 1431 Tist
Gomge It d0os mot mike pemaes It misht hove been emoused in 195
1962 at the logimdng of rmericen involveremt, but An 1965 it 4o
a alon of wesknoas,®

Soctrang, 100 miles sowlbrest of Seigon, hes boen wowrtured
et lonst thron times, Jwsluding once immodistely follovins the
rocert boubing reflic om Fordh Viet Nems $he siverait fusl is
rurchased frem petrolewn covpanies waleh sublot the Sruelking of

the ¢asclire fe Tigtrrmese controoting eompanies, which in fuan pay
off the Viet Tong ta get through thoir reedblecks, acgording to
retrolewn company otficiele.

In snother eore, fMericen military officdsle comitracted to
Vietnone oo constmation ctapenies the Ywilding of imorioan i
billets nod compoutide dn tho provinoss, ompooislly $n 196263,
onto the price of the Us 5, govermments Indiveotly, smeder the
Us Sy &overnnent paid taxes to the Viet Conge
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In ?;ﬁnymo,as, Viet Cong conmstruction workers built the American
compounds-~in other cases Viet Cong sympathizers later came in to
refalr fixtures or re-paint the builclings. In shorty The Viet Cong
have access %o the :m'ﬁg?n.oz uﬂmﬁ’gmoi‘wimobﬁm&;@;; Americen
compound, Following the Tonkin Gulf bombing of Noxrth Viet Nem in Avgust
when Americsn policymakers moved a squadrom of 857 jet-fighters to
Bien Hoa 4 the Viehm@mmgnn govermment security agents soon af'terwards
capture_d a Viet Cong sergeant who had sent to his higher headouarters
the complete drawing of the Bien Hoa airbase., Gmkymmemmm He told
Vietnamese security officials that the Viet Cong were planning an
attack on the airbase--and on November 1 it happened,

But while such circumstances may be axcusable; there was ﬁa one
particular instence ® only several weelks ago im which a young Vietnomese
peddlar girl on the mainstreet of Saigon attempted to sell to this
correspondent en Ameficen-made blueprint of an American compound in

Nha Trang, 200 miles north of Saigon,

There ie, therefore, a laxity in the control of
materia 1 from the Americans to the Vidnamese government authorities, which

allows the Viet Colig to buy on the open market whatever they need, Oe--
m Another example, is that under the U, S, economic aid progrem quantities of

suntan lotion have been sent ot to South Viet Nams
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¥hile this may seem like a hazmicng itomg reiladble sources
bt vogulorly
pmrchose lorge quantitics of 1t f¥om the Long Plen cpen mexiet

indicate that Viet Cong guerrillas heve uifi

(o mevkot in Viet Cong control I0°HiTes scutheest of Seigon in

In another
%.tgew,ﬂ};mﬁbﬁmﬁ Procton T Ent e P e 10t Cong

Anothey oxample is the fatisue ond canouflage uniform moteria 1

f8 ond sorvice £ ensignin of Amorvican and Vietnamese sorvicemen,

On the mnin stroet of Catimat-mshops seil Amricen eaptain's and
najor's insignia, sell the fatigue uniform hats shepped 1like

basebell caps with Mmericen ineignis on it§ fmericon shorbeese
servicenen regularly buy their boots sex from loesl shopkeepc: gime
which could easily be copled by the Viet Cong or Buresian or Cansssisn

Communintae
uniforms of the U, 35, and Vietnomese marines imx con be purchased
from ordinary chops in ihw Pus, the suburbd of

Imsrican servicemen have lost through the maghum;eaa of their
Ue %e govermment identification cords "when sleeping in en urknow n
hotel with en unknomn woman,* according to U, S, nilitery sources.
"I‘he:y lone on nverage of at lesst one e nighte—scmetines moro=—ond U. S
suthoritics ave hoping they are not usmiwbe sent to Europe to mf‘iltmw
ento imexionn bases there. In chorty, the Viet Cong have ol the monns |

evailable to them on $he-oph tlsket to outfit themsclves exrotly like o
Vietnsmese government or o #w imeriocan soldler,
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more then 500R of them im o truck® only 20 miles ocuteide of Solgone

It now oppesre only a questlon of time Lofors they overrun sover
imstnllations by appearing Yo he Vietnemeos govormment troopsraee
they hove repentadly deno this ot She village level.

In thox®% enbatoge attnchk on Ploiku, merican = XY 03 wore
Viet Cons oniodde squnds %mm%wubmmm fmordnsan 0ty
axplosive chorfos Wam@mmm It 40 a

ums.-%z.&aummmmmem.mmm,msamm
m-Mﬁmmmmmuawmvmawmmmmm
rrd ume them as conteinor for hoobytreps and caplosives, Tot, ¢
youre Ioler, in another vart of tho coumtry, imorinan (Q‘sm
uncare of the importance of dentroyine these ftemse  Similoxly,
“hen fmoricen and Vitnemese CI's practice shooting om rifle ronges,
Mmammmmwmmmmupmw
vhich is prompily tusmod over the Viet Comg, vho con molt it dowm for

their oma purnoneo,
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One extraordinery cxomle of the lack of deteiled attention to
sesurity mattors was revealed im the smix isoloted cutpost of Asham

tary Commenios Osneral ™1lism Co Vestmorelsnd

wae ohot ot and hit =k move than eix times os it lundered down the
 corvesponient that the Viet Ceng hmbx hed literslly wnlked through
peppered the generel's cirpisse, (he capiain saild the generel
grassy oome of 4% ten feot high, to be outfs

Duty he loter explained, while the Viet Cong knew where hia
mineficlis were situetod=-he did not. For the mimes hnd beon latd
by Vietnamese, fmoricans ond sborgines during two previcus yoars and then
they hnd moved to othor campn, the location of the camp itself had
no longur revenled to him the position of the mimes,

Pinelly, o mindng expert in mines weas flowm out from the corps
apent & outting the weams elephomt graose *
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It is z2ep of'ten hoard in Viet Ham thot one of the key problems
ere the Viet Comg, wheve ave they comcenirated and vhat ere they
doing. It i openly acknowledted by mi Vietnomose militery officiels
that the Viet Cong have agents u8 in the higheot lovels of the
m some levels of the polics end

military, the molheoodzhie
the government, Some Vietnemese seourity officiels also belicve that
they have penitreted into the American mdlitasry command headounrters.
Their argument is that the Vietnamese working in the jimerican
oleared by Vietnamese poro personpel end security foroos whé

of money=and n-t om the besis of anti-Communist political leaningse
neintain, any Vietnanmese com got e o Job in the imericen command
{the price has risen, hovever--once the price was & months salary).
Henoe when explosivés last month blew up one passageway in the
mmorican headquarters building, Vietnomose security officicls

inside,.



R

mtmmumwmmmmmw
Frenoh during the French Indo-Chine Var a decode sgo=-in some Geses
or killod him ot the proper moment, Viotnomese seourity officisls
report that soswentdgs within the past six monthe, the Viet Comg have
establiched & ring of 40 girls in the Chinmose twin-oity of Seigom ealled
and these girle ave traimed to be "giri-frionds® of mmericem
servioenon. The most lavish and expensive night olud in Saigom,
sprmnatn 1s considered part of the Ffemch esplonage networt: (which hes

contaots with the Viet Cong)emsnd sbove the mmnm“mwm
doteil was witnessed by this correspondent vho was immedisntely
on-the-spot following the Bien Hos mortsr atteok on November firot and
the Flefku mortsr-sabatoge attack last weck. Tho mwcmesmnion

striking example was not that imerican GI's were killed by imericen
ammunition nnd suspected /mericnn mortars—-or that Vietnemese sentrien
had not been patrolling actively enough,. It wos the faot that a Viet Ceng

mammmmmhmwmammﬁd/
and substantial roof o American billets.




deepe
seourity--irticle II

seourity~-9

In corly 1962, /imerican cngincors drafted the conestruotion f
i for use thrcughout the country of low-slung motel~like buildings
for Mmerican advisory teocms and heliooptor and sireraft crews, 411
of these hod £roil roofs made of an half-inch thick asbestos moterial
vhich has both the sppecrance and consdsteney of pepior-moches

in both the Biem ios and t&e Fleiku mortar attocks, the mortay
roundg~beoanss of their high trajecstory--plunked directly through
the ingubstantiel roofs end expleded ou fmpect =ith the floore Some of
the {irst roumdo--through fregmentation or coneussionlkilled or
wounded imerican GI's before they ever got out of bod,

These freil roofe~-with o shallew slope~-cre in omdrazost both
to those used by French & decade ngo wxd those ourronily being
construoted by the British and Malsyniang in the wilds of Dorneo.
During the French Indo=China Var, the roofs of Fronch billote
in general were mede of steele-chich coused the morters to explode
on impeot with the roof instead of on the floor-—and were of a vory
atecp siopey like that of St, Petricks Cothedral in New York., This
steen slope caused meny of the mortar rounds to slide down to the
ground ond explode outside the billet.

The Tritish in Bormeo are also reportedly building meticulously
elaborate roofs ow their jungle camps in iim along the Bornco-

Indonesian border.
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These roofs ere reporiedly built with one layer of steel
mngmtaﬁaltomadwgiamw%wwm, 2 second
layer of roofing material and o second layer of sendbags, vhich is
strong enough to ® cause the morter round to cxplode onr the
rooftop rather than on the floor of the billot.
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