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ST ~—pmordcan Jot ~iyeralt are boing oeffectively uscd to
st Viet Cong's thrust inte the crucia 1 third and

Tinnl =twg phase g the ware :

"Nobody though thet five-hunired-mile~en~hour jots could
he used againet guerrilloseswmtil theé' mere first tricd,” ome {‘.,
mericon jot pilot ezplaineds "*Xﬁt on our firgt stydke, there m,‘ 1’4
s thandar of eocondury ozplonions from the torgote We haod hit

o Tict Cong omo depet in tholr oiinte

g{:‘@f},f\. "

Roliable militawy sources sey thot the imericen jots have cut im
half the roaction time of flying fram base to an outrost or torm
under o ttacky compared to the slower = prop~dmiven sivcerafte The
stebility of the siroraft, ond not its speed, is & major footor
in determining the eecuracy of the bombing reids, thesesowroos-ditew-
end these sources say that jete are more stable firing platform than are
somomiinn I Fo-dF prop=driven airoraft. Wil Since the Jots owe

considered to fly too fast for spotting Viet Cong guerrilla targots, they

are usunlly directod msly onto the target by mm slow-moving spotter cirer:
riloted by fow forward controllerse
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imerican jot edveraft wove firgtused withim South Vicotnam
on Februsry 19the-vhen Vietnamese cirplanes were grounded or diverted
by the "felse coup d'eteat" which lead to the dismissal of Lte Gone
Hguyen Khanh as commander-in-chief of the Vietnemese ammed foroess
suuks ascisting Vietnemese ground fovces by pounding Viet Cong units
during the heat of battle. These mk micslons, oalled close tactioal
support, hove turned the tide of nip-ond-tudk batiles in fevor of the -
governmonty Amevicen gemerols , speaking in private, edmit that ’S"‘
the Communint offensive in the northemm mountains was broken in
mmwmwmzmtxwwmwwmem.
The quostion now is how seriously lowheanging cloud covers during the
ra iny nonsoon sesgon will hamper the adr support missions for
Vietnomese m forces~-ond perhaps for Ameriocan combat troops.

(uore)



Jet evnluatione-2A

in loonting wlmm the arces that should be bombeds Thousends of
tongs of bombs have been dropped on those mw base mm arcas, but
oroa to aseoss the resultse Cround observers vho swept through
bits of tho firet avoa hit by Be52 Strotegie fir Commend jots from
Guamy for exa mple, § were not gimpressed with the rosultss
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Some American milite ry officia ls believe that the total mumber
of Viet Cong casunltion caused by aivetrikes has jumped fyom 30 percent
o 50 porcent during recent monthss  Other military omperts believe
the ‘merican Jetstriles within South Viet Nam heve been much move
impor tant, in tewme of lncvale, m%ﬁummrmmm

"The Tietnamese army would have been finished long ago without
Mmoricen alrpower,® one Tegtemn militery oxpert emplained, "It's
the imericom: MMHMaeMMMMm
ground troops that keeps them going,"

in oxomple of a spectaoularly successful olose air support
mission cocured the fifth day the American jets were used withing
south Viet Neme For the firet time in the history of the war, Viet Cong
undtey mostly noviy infiltroted units from North Viet Nam, ostablished
o Fbyadls front 1iue along 3 Moute Ninsteen, leading fyca the
Aftor o cerics of devastating embushes, the Viet Cong had sucoceded
in totelly enciroling a Vietnamese Ranger Battaliom and o smallex

unit of govermment irregulars, which had sot uwp a defensive porimetor
along a holfemile~long M‘Mthmtmmmg
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Tho Seigom commemd ordered the American jets to salvage
the fuTEWo situstions For one hous, eight Amoricam-pilot
B~57 Comberras flew in o continuous "recetrack pottem” on the
southorn side of the voad, DIz blasing out sizaling suppressive fire
“to keep the heads of the Viet Cong down." Meanvhile, ¥ eight P=100
mmmmmmMmmWemeamm
Down the middle of the roed ocome &w 22 unmwmed E "Muey" helicopters,
fm tino and agaim to held~149% out the cnoivoled tvoopss Withim
on hour, noven them 300 Vietnamese twoope had been flown to sefety.
“These troops would have been chewed uwp and dostroyed during the
French Indo=Chine Ver," One highwrenicing Amorican ground advisor
explainod. %mmmm The troops were s0 happy
‘whﬁ”m wore in tearsy the primitive Momtognord
vho hod nover seen jets before, wore jumping up end domn clapping their
honds they were o0 exoited."

(tiore)
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In onother casey, o orvacit Vietnemese Marine bdattallon was
encivoled on threo sides by Viet Cong rogulars and were ebout to
be over-rune

“The imevica m: mm An 00 close that sume of thelr bonbs
mmwmm&ma.w mnmmmma. “But the
Barines didn't cave about the hend=-ful thot were wounded=~they thought
this wo o roal gemk olose taotical support which seved them from

gotting overrun,”

(tore)
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A mumber of the close tactical missions Ly American jots ave made at
night § ‘mericen pilots jokingly oomplain they are becoming so expert at

e "WM

. Tlying oterut they cen now land o yunweys vithout tusming on their

aizrlone lights. (It's much sefer to land without your lights ony™ one
imericen pk jet pilot esplained, "We knew thore ave two battelions of

ﬂetmmtaxmﬂnammmmmw@wm

Salgon runways WW%MW“WQWMW‘&&WM

such a good target.")

Many of the Jot £lighte eve also scoompeniod by "mother ships" whioh
ocontoin alot of highly olaseifiod clectronie equipmont designed to spot
the enemy ond t0 moke Jet flights more effeotive agninet tho onemy.

Nome of the gegetry elootromic gagodtry hes been overvhelningly successful

acoording to reliable sources.  One of the cleotrio devises, generally

contrined in the “mother ship” vhich diveots accomponying Diglges

3aﬁmmmmmvmmmmm&mpmwt¢m

m&muﬂmwmm Hente, codting fires and squad
nopy oo be detocted thouch they

mﬁﬁmwmammm.ewsa
"But the devise doom't mmmmmhmmm

undt or o Mesdegmwedx sone of the nomadic NMontagnord tribos,” e
rolinble source explained, "W still don't know vhother we should bomb

them or nots"™
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The total number of / merican jots inm South Vietnam is clossifiod,
but their mumbers are knowmn to include the United States Adr Force
F=100 scrios=-F=100s, 10ls, 102, 104s and 105s—as ve well as the
B=57 Conhorras, miximkmimymersninmm mwmn-s?m vhioch had been
mmvw&mummmmwww{mmm
18 miles north of Saigom, first during the Viet Cong mortar attad:
on Hovember 1/and later at a devastating acoldental explosion
on the base im mid-llaye In addition to the Americen jots, both
the Viotnomose Ady Fovrece end the Unitod Statos R Adr Commandos operate
o mumber of per prop-drivem Scyreider fighterebomberse

Desnite the offectivencss of the jot sirpower, hovever,

Testorn militery ezperts view their use as a defeat-delaying = factor
rother thon & wor-riming factore They note that jots can poumd
the Tict Cong hard-core bese canps end rescue government forces
during the heet of battle. But inm the total perspective of the

ive woawr, war moterialy mwngﬁu&im
can not ¢ MMWmMMimMW
MmmntioﬂwuﬂﬁmofﬂﬂMMasm&m
their ¢rip increcsingly om the Vietnamese population. Mponﬁmm
activity to countor the Commumist cadre at the village level is still
the responsibility of the Viotnamese govermment and /morican political
expertss no effective plam has yet been devised to attain this.
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