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PHU BAI, SOUTH VIETNAM, JUNB fm-Using clossicel end improvised
cordon iamctics, Allied commanders here heve succeeded in prompting
the twophlggest mass surrenders of uniformed North Vietnamese troops

to date in the walse :
The mﬂ'nwst recent operation @ netted 83 Communists——

moatly N, rth V3 etnomese=—carrying 74 weapons, surrendering to eclementis

of the U, 3. Army 10lst Airborne Pivision and the elite Vietnumese

Army Blsck pantyfr Company. The prisoners belonged to o North

Jwe 1
Vietnancse Wwebeidee identificd as C=4.
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In corly Moy, 105 pE prisomors surrendered, including the battalion
commander, the battalion ofisESEen operstions officer who brought in valuasble
battle plans, and three company commanderss The &captives TEET

rerortelf Bialonged to a battalion of the 308 Regiment of tae Horth Vietnsmese
324B psESEn, Division, which once operated closer to the demiliterized

ZONCe Phu Boi is the sprewling Allied militery installation and airfield
near the former imperial caital capital of Bne,‘/ﬁc’ miles north of $oigone

The two significant actions tock place northwest and southeast of Huee
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<
Qther Al}.:hd/ uniits 495l in the northern provinces have 2lso

reported seizing more and more North Vietnamese pirisomers, but not in such

mas=ive ﬁi“ouiﬂg&wa‘m which is interpreted as a significant,

now trend indicating less treining and diseipline in the Nyrth Vietnemese

ranks, informed sources reports
Inteclligence sources believe Hanol has deliberately sacrificed

$he quelity of its fighting troops by decrecasing time @ allotted for
military training end political indoctrination in rege return for
increaging the } tempo of feeding a @ bigger quantity of

replacements into South Vietnam,
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The Eiggefat mo 88 mrendez;%a war--105 prisonerge—-rosulted in
2 five-day operation ending Me

nt Americon Vietnomese
Sofall rg SN . Mﬁ % mpﬂﬂ/.ei‘}
goverment task ?eme? threw = clas:ical cordon around a known North

R e

Vietnomese positions

“Wo completely sealed the area with & classical corden and tightened the
esircle cach day as we we pounded the arca with artillery and tanks,"

an Americsn officer with the ITOTURt 10lst Airborne explained. '‘We
decimated a b&hﬂ North Vietnamese battalion, killing 318 and
getting 105 @ prisonerse
"fhe prisoners ceme in droves of thirty to forty. We had established
a classical militery cordom——the cirele was not broken until the final sweep we

mode in en ares neer the bend of a $Pé river we call # vthe Chricstmos
atocking' "
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The second action began on June l, when three pricsoners surrendered

to the Vietnamese Black Panther company, operating in a‘qhaped

the opportunitye Louspeaker broadcasts from a low-flying Americ'm
ST aircrafty~dNN urged the North Vietnamese to surrenderd

"We maintsined a massive U-shaped cordon 4 about two miles long ond

one mile wide," the American airborne officer explained., "It m%'ﬁa
a classical cordon % by militery standards because we broke it each/to

to sweep down the @,’ peninsulay, forecing theé North Vietnomese

closer and closer to a bay. g we closed the cordon at night, while

keeping the Nyrth Vjetnemese on the rum during the day. Within &

two days, 83 North Vietnamese surrendered. We killed more than T0y

which means we have eliminated more than a reinforced compn companye®
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(Henks Have returned safely, having traveled to Danang, Dong Hay

Khe Sonh end Sgventh Fleets Ve have some good nows stuff as well as

o mesageve masgive cmount of information on the Khe Sanh pootmortems

I suggost my aimrmailing you a long picce, or pieces, on Ehe Mm
»%&‘ postnortem because is so compleXe Also, I oon oxplaim seme of the.

SOUrCons wmmemmtmd&mmmbwcfmm
m how many artioles?

e plzm to I&Jva fox' two~wreck vacation to ﬁ Bangkck on June 14j
m gzpects July to be a very bloody monthe I hope John Hughes

can plen on being nenr here in my absence or im Jyly, if at 2ll possibles

Thanks for your letter of May 22, We'll be far below wordnge in Jume, I'm

sures I'11 file one or two short pleces restve this weeck and o long
Dz piece or pioces over the wook-ende The whole DUZ orea is &B8

escnlating, including buildup around Khe Sunke I*1l attempt t«n got
meilers to you nmext week also, in case you want something @
during oy sbeence. MNony thankse Bev)e
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