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WUMIGH-~The politieal asllianoe between Procidential FENELs
condidete Coneral Nguyen Von Thiou and his running mete, Prime
Miniator Nguyen Cso Kyy 4o still froskishly fragiles

If the military ticket i elooted to the Presidoncy on “epteh
september 3, observers here predict the rivelry betwoen the two
genorale will result in a significant, though sub~surfece, power
struzgle for the next four yoorss

ine Vietnamesey politicien desoribed the owrrent Thiou-Ky
‘#ivalry in those mystiosl termos

“Wever, never do two mung rice in the Past in one morning,
But, hers politiecally, Ky ond Thieu are operating aga«inat the. lavws
of mature—both of them trying to dasdlesseen sundvo, They'll
" end up destroying each o‘hhah"i

The Vietnsmese politiocisn was slluding to the deily rumors
thot one of the two gemorals would withdraw from the Presidential
tickot, ocabotaging the other, and thus dentroying boths

Though the two gemersls mend thoir fences well emough to 8o

fend off the moneuvers of the ether ten civilian Presidential cendidates,
there 1o ntill Pitter in-fighting between thelr twe campas

(More)
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It stsu she ralotively dncignificant, rlnont invisible thingoy which
oontinuo to ezasorbote the rivelries enemg the tvo lémiem. shortly
ftor Ky gﬁ*@m {0 stop do™n oo o mmﬁf}ﬁnﬁﬂ osndidnte and TUN oo
Thiou's Ticce Prosidonty the Thieu supporters disoredited Ky by
bemberding susors spomd town thet Ky's formew Tunning meto m
atterptod to comlt suledde by t'Gn teking an ovesdose of

o SR

P

F¥¥%u, Thio infuricted the Ry csop and his mn@ oete finnily denied
the story to locad nowip PO¥oe

Tuiouts X supporters poured move fucld on the cmouldors by
praioing Thieuts forner Vicé Prosidential running pate ao a "notionel
horo® for ntepping dom from the tisket, dmectesd of plocing the
lsurels sk oubldoslly ot Ey's fect for withdpowing from the racs

Thony thore wao tho bebind-the-esenvs nivupgle for the joint
Thiou-Ey ormpedgn funde Thiou hed told friends and od fow Tostern
journ 1io%ts thot bho wos to0 noor to oamprign and Ky hod ell the monoys
Thieu's suporters wonted Ky to 'ﬁﬁ‘k over his ormpeden fundowetotolilng
aity sdzty mililon palit¥ie plostres, or b 1f million dollers, oven
though Thiou =mp running for the top rOots Eyta su porters roiuncdy
arguing Thiocu vas not o poor mem ond oould sorep W hi™ own cenpoden
fun®se Ky plonmed o uce his funds t0 support cnndidotes favorable
%o him in $he sdxtyenan onate, olso to ‘o elected on Septonber Je

By, the ‘bz.m the ionue was imeﬁ outy, tie wonlthy contributors
to Ey*o ocoopeign fﬁa withdrew tholy fundo $pun the vericus banks in

GNLOEy
blank chockoe

~ 45k left both Ey nnd Thieu holding 2 otech of worthlons

{18y
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Thieu ~nd Ry wore ezcoptionally V1 olosey although fex
two yeors Thiou served ap corenmonial ohief of state and chairman of
the militery jumte, while Ey sorved as Prime Hinioter thwough the
orueial period of the ‘merionn #fin%fw buildup hoves For two yoarsy
they mointoined the public imego of hormony, eoing oo for as to
play weokly fourcomes of mob-jong with thelr wives in orvder to
meintoin somey 4F only shallewy personel canmuatim

geidom have two Vietn nene gonerals boen more mlm in
porponeliity or politionl mothodsy elthough both ape cCHUIe considored
staunshily pro-imericon ahti~ ond enti-Communiot,

Ky, @ 3Jo=pttor yoor-old piloty; wen & resple-fossleo general,
sonad atontly popping off =ith ﬂamhoyms, if not scmetines nomscnsiooly
stotementss Ho wan opony direot and spoke with fyenknossy o troit
thot appeslod to the Americen officicldom here, He graduslly learned
politicking with the Vietn'mese pessemts in the ntyle of an Ameriden
handeoh-i:ing compedgnor. One oould imogine him cosily boing twansplonted
into o Colifornie constituensy and bolding hic ovm =ith bouscwives
in o supermozket or with the Borkeley porco-nikss Buty he would
howe been o minority Presidents hémaaﬁoﬂhmxmlmnsm
sout.crnors and Centrel Wiotnemeose in o country where regional differomcos
are op important and bitter ss they wore im Amerdca during the Civil Vere

(Moro)
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1€ clooted, Thieu would also be & minority Prosident, Rogionally,
he was born in Central Vietnomy, but ho 4s o Romen Cotholie, Gonverg
converted during marriage, in 2 non~Cutholic country, JHis religion
ie & serious dicadvantoge, for it reises the emotional ghosts of
another oramwshon Pyosident Ngoe Pinh Pdem, o Cotholic, ruled
Viotnan fron 1955 to 1963, Buddhist priosts lebd a populer revolt
agednst him, Thieu, elthough & Cuit Catholic, wes commandor
of the Victnomese Sth Infsniry Division, bosed meor soigomy
whichy nlong with Vietnemese Marines, spoorhended the coup that
toppled vieme Becouse of the onormous controversy about Diemy
the ocurrent Vatiocon line 4s to ovoid mupporting a Catholic Prosidont
during the Vietnamese electionss Thieu has ell the aamdmma
of being o Cotholie, yot mone of the Wﬁg@dﬂf thedr blec vote
during tho eleotions

(sora)
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Tooiturn and meditotive, Thiouy sa & compeigner, would heve "
tmovican who saw both By &MMG& address now codeto obnerveds
*fhieu govo 8 good speech, spid all the Pight things end nobody curode
£y got up ond sedd mothing loglosl, but oll the Vietnsmedse wewe hooping
ond holloring a% 4t."

Thicu is 8 mooter at intrdguow—s m%ﬁ&%mm with a
mendorin toushs  He hosy thus far, perfeoted the rrimery diotundt
Viotnomose politics—-nomely, to survive personally, whothor the
ccuntry does or nots OF the originel hond-ful of gonerals insteubad
inotrumental in overthrowing Diem in 1963, only Thicu remaine in
povery meny hove seised power, but none except Thieu have held ite

The Frenoheeducated Vietnomese salom politicans have but one
nosning “he's the best seilor in any kind
of 'm.mic”l If the wind ia too otvong, he'll go dowmwind in order to
go upstresm latemy™ Othors ocall him "a politicien who oon walk in

four diveotions at ono time,” Few, howover, have ever lebelled
him se trus chong (hidSng hoed under & blanket), o favorite
Vietnomese cspression for the cowardly un~committeds Lven when ho
is neutraly, Thieu is sald to be sotively neutrals

(moro)
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Throughout the summory the mehwjong grmos continued, but Taiu
Thicu end Xy moved further pevst opart whem eooh hod ennownced thoir
orndidecion for the Prosidonoy, Them, U, 7 /mbassador E1lsworth
Burkcer ‘omended one onndidnte withdrern to preserve the unity of the
Vietnomone ormed forocess DBunmker sedd tho /m ricons officially would
bo neutrol in the decision Dotueen the two enndidetes, whiohy in
effoot, vithirow imericafio long-stending support from Ky

fmorioon support 4s o vital politicel clement hewes that mpport
wmmgmmmmwmmmmmmmnmawm'
- Vietnomosos Ome exampled ™2 was Ambasoador Bunker®s s.mqu o mumbes
of Vietnomeoe oivilion pentiam %o a light lunch to meot MM |
seeretary of State Nichelas E-taenbeck during the ¥ont Molanore vialt,
Among the Vietn'nemone Vietnsmese civilien politicisns were three
condideten for the Procidenoyw~phen Kheo fuuy He Thuo Ey and Tvan
Von fuongs Tho other civilian candidatoowsll at the timo-wwere ignored
by the /mbensader and immeddistely their poldtdesl stook mm
diminighed to the poimt thet thoy were lobelled une ou
coph  (ornomentetion onndidaten)e

(toxe)
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ﬁmﬂma mpport is one of the only two sources of poal
political power in the non-Communiot arema, the second source boing
derived from tho mossess Thus for, ne candidote, oivilisn or oilitory,
han  demenctrrted enmy over~whelming, over-riding support fronm the
Vietnemoso populotions Tho candidates ere not differonticted thus
fop on the bosis of purty pletforms, ideclogy or pevsonal otins
conviotions of how the wor is to de wagéu or the pense to be soughts
Though thore are hundreds of pnliﬁmipmﬁt&ammmumm,
thore nre none in fm(mthom in neme have more lenders than follovors,

The peliticsl impence faced by Americe im Vietnem is thet no
non=Communiot, netionswide politiosly reglious or sociol & groupim
has ony substantial suppert anong the Vietnomese populationy ospeciclly
thex smong the rurel pessants and the low-olass urban workerss The
Vietnomooe nrmy 4o the only structurel apperatus yumning from the
eentral govermment to the villages for administretive purposes—ebut
not for rousing political enthusicam or establishing politicel pml;lo&m.
without sny cleor expression of the isoues ‘g:?fg: population,
the Vietn'mese olooticn thux thue GYEEVE the do form 62 of
demoorascy without ineuring its mm oritical sub-tances

Hemoey, on June 28, tho Ey-Thieu confromtation before the
mooting of the generals revolved around the persomalitiesn of the two
men and the loyalties of the other genercls to them without roforence
to the bloody relevancies of tho ware

(more)
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Bordy in the morming, the Vyettwmeso gonersle fumneled into
nlgon from tholr 2ivision ond corps coimamds in the provincos, of
1u70% onc of thenm coming in dy o specisl je? of the Americen ‘mbas
Ambnaagndar b* et in the gorthorn prowinoeny othors coning ia by
thoiy e-n gfz'ﬂ.#n'&é rirern .

| In »il, 48 generals ware ove-end at tue ommng of thie Bk
moeting, the mest majority being “way &mmwg wie Thicuy
+i%h only & henAful of v Poroe generalaf  srio Perresonted
sorvicg sommends,  sudh 2g she enginoering JoTpey OLLOPE WL
staff of fivers ed tue Vietnimese High Command, vheretio meoting
el taking plaoce, dut cosily wue Mot powerful were the comiindw
cormanders of oombat wdisy suwh os the Wetomens Harines,
Mviwhmm above then the four corps mwa., Guedy I'mw
of pover won the Faw pover of r‘:’%“g» Sty G Boing .mm% hae lesa
more than am'_ozvanm pﬁumiﬂﬂ YO ChBeIve, %ﬁ&& wagh vith Mg
gune snouby ‘mm with iittle cuns widepery thooe %ﬂaiﬁhﬁ@ fulie &'
koop m‘.ianﬁﬁ ‘
| (More)
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Tho meeting had beon oalled by LEe Gone Cao Van Viotn
Vict Tieny, ohief of the Y;em mese High eﬁmaaa, f&r the
e

aooun nrnounced=wbut largely Mplmuwwwm of disoussing
how %o improve leadership in the Vietnemese nymed forcens
the politicsdl purpose of the meeoting was mentionod=-that 1
the Vietnemene nrmed foroos could not improve in leadership as

long &s hoth Ky and Thiew van an separate oondidates, thus orliiip

Wﬁaﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬂﬂm among the troopse

ma./m. Lo Nguyen Khang, tho commander of the Third Wiliw
14 tery Corpa which surrounds Seigony proposed mullifying the
oonstitution and arresting the “troublemekers,® in the providiond
provicionnl loglaletive assemblys Concurrentlyy commandor of the
ﬁotmmesw Ma, the tougheet unit in Vietnam, he wos ae
rembunctious ngainst eivilisn politdciens and BEaimet e Bt
Cong on the battlefield o Othere promptly disagreed and hio

propocal cot lont in the shuffle of comversation,

(Movre)
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ﬁ;Mﬁmw, coomander of the corps Just morth of
Ehong's ond a relative to the former imperial fomilyy propoced
only one military candidate sbould run in the elections Hnje Gone
Bguyen Due Theng, ocuper-minister in chorge of the orucial
Revolutionnry Developmont Progremy told the other g nerals Ey spd
Thieu ocould not compromise emong themselves, so they must moke the
deoicion as %o vhich gonersl should withdraw,

Gene
Hnje CGone ~ Vgy K nos 2 ak staff gemerel at the

High Comcnd, proposed both oandidates withdraw and oconcentrate
on the military war, loaving the rmed Forces to srbitrate the

-,

election ~mong my&ﬁl&m Then, the meeting broke up for iuh
lunoh,’ éﬁnm‘uwmom genorals, while Thieu
wont %o his home me~rby. Then Ky returned to his offioce,

In the afternoon, the meeting a resumed, with Thieu end Ky
both acked to attends Thiou spoke firet, Ho said he was sad thet
the other gonerals had abendomed him, Ths This morning when he oap
come to the High Command, the othor m:laecf _..1.9‘ at him with
conteapt; for, after ally most of his statements, oven though ho
vae chief of state, hoad been censored by Ky's subordinotes, Thile
hakmhammmntheﬂmﬁw. he refuseds to withdraw
from the Presidential race beoause of his porsonal honor and hiwmx .
the honor of the Amrod Forcess

Thieu thon proceeded to weep, the tears rolillg rolling down
his oheeks, Ho didn't bother to wipe them off, ond contimued to

tﬁlk.dmgzlte tﬁa sobs in his throats
(Bore)
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Ky, vho is basically & gentimentalist, was moved end
voluntocred to withiraw from the Taces Merine commender Khangy
one of Fy's friends and olasematesy cbgected, Mije O, Hosng
Xuan Lam, who had received his third stay only the day before
the meeting, elso objocteds The Two Corps Commander, Vinh Loo,
also objecteds Others were silents Morine commander Ehang
proposed thet Thieu should withdraw, eince ho was better inBiliwy
militery affeire then Ky. Thiou egoin refuseds Then the meeting
brcke upe

on the morning of the =@sne doy--only 36 hours before the
finrl lioting of Prosidential condidetes—the discussion centored
sround the advisability of alloving 153 =66t Tiio Duong Von Minhy
jeader of the first jumta thot overthrow Diem, to retwrn from
his exile in Thailend end run for the Presidemoye. Ky opposed
violently. Thieu ond one other genersl egroeds The other UncYek
masmnmmwmwwhmmmmm
of Minh on the grounds of motional securityl scouritye The
afterncon wes spet spent on  trivial discussions of militery

tactios and otrag sirng strategy, with no decision being reached
about the condideoy of the two Presidential hope~fulse

(more)
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On Friday morning=—only nine hours before final filing timo=
the meeting agein resumed, By this time, most of the ten division
commanders had returned to thoir base ereas, leaving only the corps

ST

commonders, service and bronch commanders and steff genercls, numMoring
Thieu Mum spcke first and brought wp the metier TR
subordinates of Ky, mu;;euaam, Brige Gems Hguyen Hgoo
Loan, wore charged with being cerrupt. Ho brought with him
dossicrs, prosumabdbly doaling with these corrupt subordimates, bdut
did not refer to thems Loan, Ey's closeet supporter and his former
dert deputy 2ir Force commender, slipped out of the room, grimming
ﬁ‘m lom, ocommonder of the northermmost corps vhere
Us Js Harines asre fighting, popped up and snid overyonc wag tallig
talking too much vhile this tragedy existed in the Armed Forcess
He ripped off his three sters, onc of thom only three days oldy
plopped the insignie on the table m and sedd he would refuse to
roturn to his corps until the dval deadlosk was brokems Two other

corps commanders folloved sults
Thieu again spoke and agein oried. He said he was moved by the
loyelty of the three Corps ccmmanders and thet he would remain
in the Prosidential rocex bDecacuse of his honors
(Hore)
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Ey them started orying ond said he would withdrew, The other
genercls olommered around, praising him for his personcl ssorifice
to save the aymed forces, But withdrawal wesn't cnoughs Others
Wﬂa&hamum‘m&mwﬁ&m«um&m By
Thieu then seid that oven though he snd Ky would Tun on the
Prosidenticl ticket, tho armed forces would etill be responsible
for yunning the country, oven with s civilian legielotive sssesbly
in the mxkings He proposed the irmed Forces Council of gone:nlg
eontinue to meet eand thet Ry mumsssnesmanthiddng boocne head
of the Council. “hieu propesed thet all the gemerels present sign a
pledge to make Ky ohoirmon of the militery coumcil in the fature,
All agreed, Then Thieu proponed thot the nme of the future
prime minincter should be epproved Be by the militory smem council before
it be sent to the fiur future logislotive assembly, wnd he further
propoced thot militery supporters should meke o dagh to the
elcotion conmittee to file for the Sematorial ¢
The meoting brcke up ot 10330 a.ne Before Xy hod time to
Mummmzsmm:mm, Thiou supporters lecked the

nows to Yootern Jourmaiists,
(sor:)
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In the aftornoon, relinble sources report an imericon
MBlnmeﬂiowmkmm!ﬂH&oamMﬁam
mmm&;»mﬂwmsmmtwmm Ky
seid he rogrotted he hod withdroem from the Pacss

"Itthgtcamhaam e few howrs esriijer, I'd never have
nmu,s:ﬁmmm

To which onother supporter czolsimod, “These domn Americans
ore reolly Hollywood peoples \Wm ocopying thie whole election
from on /1fred Hitcheock suapense novies vho knows vhat they'll do
next?”

et ad
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