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Koreans-pége I

WITH THE KOREAN "TIGER" DIVISION, SOUTH VIETNAM-—-During a sustained
surveillance operation one mile from the Cambodisn boréer, mmit a I300 man
South Korean battalicn, flenked by Americen units, dug its foxheles 2nd inter—
lgﬁﬁang trenchlines eight feet deep into the red fudge~likeiiéé;1; Each command
pos t and fighting bunkder was roofed with three tiers of huge legs mede to
withstend withering Goé;unist"mortar barrages.

An Americen helicopter pilot, delivering supplies into the battle Zone,
exclaé%ga, "This looks just like the old Japanese pillboxes of World War II."

He was so impressed he started filming with his home movie camera. "This
really mekes our troops look sick, doesnt it ?" He said. I¥= I've flown the
Americen =nd the Australisn troops around but the ROK s are by far the best."
The troopers from the Republic of Korea are commonly called ROK s by the
American GI'S; some Koreanéﬁé?feotionately call ezch other ROK~heads.

One Korean officier explained proudly, "We know the Americsn troops don %
dig in--but we do. We can never find the American trenches." He laughed
modejstly, "but sometimes when we leavek an area we Burn over trenches to the

Americans.®

(More)
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In Saigon, one Western diplomat explained, "The Koreans ore the same army
that kicked the British out of Singaporeland Burma in World War II., They are
the old Japanese army=--with an American veneer."

The mission of the ROK Tiger Division--which reached the Yalu River duriﬁ§m
the Korea War--is to secure and keep open the infamous Route I9, the major ar-
é%gy for logistical supplies from the South Cég% China Sea to the Communist ~
infested jungled highlands nesr Cembodiae In eorly I965, the Communist, for the
first time in the history of the current Vietnam conflict, establizhed a twenty
five mile fr@ntiine along the highway——thus severing Vietnam in half=-and held it
for sevepal days. This was the lowest obb of the Vietnam war.
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Today, & maeasure of the Tiger Division s effectiveness is that the!!!ff
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square nile area of their responsibility is the only major chunk of the country
- g;’.fj:i' "3 i
that un-cscortedy un—armed jeeps can drive the S ot night. BEven in the Saigon

area, Americsn troops drive in armed convoys once they Ef@ﬁ&ﬁlthe city limits of
the semi-besieged caoitals. More than sixty miles of Y are open to day and
Fees (€

night traffic troughout the Korean-secured areaj this correspondent W8®e” with
the Vietnamese province chief throughout the tiniest of villsge r@a2ds without

scort, Vietnsmese population that has returned to government snti=-Communist

control has increased hy eighty percent.

(More)
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Crities of Americen military tactics within Vietnam believe more emphasis
should be placed on deploying Americen umits to defend Vietnamese villagers,
as the ROK s doy rather than lauching large-scale offensive opérations into
non=-populated, Commumist-controlled jungle strenghelds.

If the Tiger Division has quickly earned the reputatian of being the most
effective unit in Vietnam, it is also often accused of b§ing the most "ruthlese"
not only to the Viet Congy, but also to the Vietnamese pop&lation. This
widespread accusation was articulsted Ly one American‘bffiéier who expleined
matter—-of=-fastly. ." \RFK

"If the ROK troops receive a single shot from a.vill%gg on an operation,
that village is gone. The Vietnamese villafers are té%rifiéé_of the Koreans,
On one operation in February, the ROK “s were sent up no;tg to &@éure the road,
Ofice the villagers along the road heard the Koreans vere ;Bﬁinggxgﬁgy all
bugged out~—no one would stay aroumd to see what happeﬁe&, :Eut;h@fkyhe ROK "=
g0 into a village and do not receive fire, they grect tha£ ﬁillage éifﬁ\open

armss "
s

A o

Koreans officiers hotly deny they mistreat the 160a1 p0pﬁ1$$ioﬂ during
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the heat of battle, end the division headquarters staff hasﬁinhﬂhm%“gimassive
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psychological warfare operation saying that the Korean troops héve comé to hedp

the Vietnamese villagers.

(More)
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The total 45900YKorean military commitment to Vietlnam, beside the Tiger

Division of I4000 troopsiincludes in other parts of Vietnam the White Horse

Division, one Marine Regiment, one engineering battalion, and one surgical unit.

To date, since their arrival in March, I965, Korean forces hawe killed
5459 Communists, captured I439 prisoners and I226 weapons and detained 362I
suspects., Total Korean casuslities weres 5I8 killed, I398 wounded. In short,
for every Rok soldierg killed in action, ten Communists were killed.

Xo0

"y regiment has killed\ﬁUB/?iet Congy" Cols Shin Hyun Suy commander of
the Ist Cavalary Regiment explained. "YMay be some number of innocent people
are included in this figure. I'm Verys Very SOrrys Very, very sorry, but war
causes this.

"f ve lost alot of Korean soldiers too. Vhen the tiger Division left
Korea, the wiwks of many of men cazme to me and pleaded thot I toke gopd care of
their husbsnds. Now, I°m about ready to go home snd ot night I worry what I
can séy to these wives of my dead soldiers.”

Buty, it is in civic action for the Vietnsmese villagers even more then
their military operation that the Koreans clearly outshine other allied troops
in Yietnam. With great modesty, Korean officiers explained thaty, "we are Asian
1;;:V;;;:Emame$e and we have the séhe traditions, customs snd philosophéés;"
While the Koreens have spent much more time then the Americens attempting to
learn Vietnamese language, the old Koreaﬁ sergeants communicate with the
grey=-bearded village chiefs by writing Chinese characters on pieces é??of paper

or the palm%éf their hands,
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Koreesn troops, many of them rice-pa@dgly form boys, often volunteer to help
Vietnemese villagers plant or harvest rice or weave the thatch roofs for s new
village to be re~builts The Korean form of Karate, called Tao Kééﬁ{Do is taught
to hundreds of Vietnsmese soldiers snd students. Medical aid stations, mnde of
empunition boxes, are comnstructed in the popular Oriental design of eight-sided
buildings. It is a little-known fact that extensive guer®illa warfare was also
fought behind the lines in the Korean Wer——and Korean officiers and men, unlike
~ American commandiers in Saigon, &ee a wast difference between the conventional
aspects of the Koresn War and the guerrilla warfare aspects. é?

Almost inoeaggﬁily during one’ s stay, Korcan officiers repeat, "You know
Mao Tse—Tung's doctrine that the people are the water and gucrrilla are the fish.
Soy if we segregate the civilian from the guerrillas, and secure the srea for a
certain periody, the Communist will become dried fish."

The Korean s pennybpineh%ng lack of waste, in comparison at the relative
% ‘;fs\ﬂﬁ
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extravagance of the Americanioﬁﬁo-t; is an impressive part of their all-Asisn
civic action progmams The 60th Artillery Battalion, for exemple, built a dam of
used srtillery boxes, expended artillery shells, snd Amcricsn-donated comente

BEach Korean frooper donated 200 grams from his daily‘rice ration to pay Vietnemese
villagsrs for their laber. As a result, 4 5000 Vietnsmeses farmers could raise

the three crops of rice a year instead of two.

In enother exsmpley, troops of the Capitzl Regiment collccted =11 the : : :
oz ..“E_‘?Q g4 ‘E p i l}}f g
of blown-up bridges =# domed sirplanes, snd smmumition casings thet had —beiswss

Route I9 during the Frenchi@hdo—China War =nd the current one. (More)
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Cole. Shin explained:

"Your remember the French Group Mobile I00 was smnihiliated along Route
I9, and the hard-care of that Group included the Korea Regiment--the French %z
troops that came from the Koresn War direct to the French Indo=China Wer,
Now Korean troops hold the road which the French troops from Korea lost. It
is very strange for us.

PJ ey $
E The Koresn troops used the collect! of ste;;\ggzzg souvenirs of meny
\47/

previous buttles Vo construct a statue of a single soldier.

"This is a monument to the dead," Cols Shin expleined. ™"All the soldiers

of 211 countries who died along Route I9."
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