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1IALG0N, Qﬂbwmat foreces have built seetions of an
asphalt P from Cambodia directly into South Vietnam, only thirty
miles north of this capitel cityy, Ainformed sources reports

Further north in the Asghau Valley ner Laosy the Communists
are continuing to bulldoze =nd spread grevel to make alleweather Pom
roads halfewny between the Hé6 Chi Minh trail in Laos ond the narrow
coastal cities of Danang and Hue.

These remarkable engincoring feats are considered significontes
and exceptionally worrisome to Allied commanders here--for three T®%c
reasonss
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1, The Communists now have/ all=we ther roads for truck traffic
through-out the yeor, including during the monsoon rainy sesson, which varie
in time from region to regions In the pasty; Communist trucks were used
only in tha dry somson, with bicycles, oxcaris, human porters--and
sometimes a few elephants--moving sypplies during the hesvy rains,

2+ The Communists have established two supply routes inte South

Vietnom--the traditionsl #¥ of moving men and supplics from Nerth
Viotnsm into the northern half of the # South—and second, supply
movementa from c';mbodia into the southern half of tha Southe "Most of
the supplies A Hou thorn—1e: et (Corps Three and Corps
Fnur! (the southerm helf of South Vgetnam)* ‘m the heavy we-pons
and munitions used against saigon during the Tet offensive, have come
direotly over the high seas from Red Chima to Sihanoukville (GeHDT
(Cambodien port)--and then wﬁ directly into the South,"  one informed

source explained.
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A thizé supply route that appe rs to be becoming more pronounced is
seaborne infiltrotion long the™ “mMi10s6f south Vietnam's swoampy or
Jungled w coastliney, thw™se but the scope of this method IH~HTEEL

haos yot to be established, _

3s The Communists' “time-space factor" hns improved considerably.
North Vietnemese troops can now be trucked from Hanoi into Scuth Vietname=
halfway down the length of the sSouth--in one months, one relinble source
Before it tock them at lenst three months by foote

reportods
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"By building roads #¥s inside the South and dring lerger forces
nosr the Vietnomese citiesy it mesns time and spo™Wpe spuce~wine, the
Comnuniste are in § a position to make surprise attacks againet the urban

citiesy" one reliable source said,
“The Communists hove a better time faotor; they have an &§

mpo improved logistical systemeseond they have enough militory aid (from
Comnunist bloe countries) to overcome their logistienl &%y diffioulties,"”
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Thirty miles north of 9ai gon towards and ~round the little
village of Song Bey the Commumists have built strips of asphalt highwoys’lesdirn
into the South from Combodia, :

"The Communists were moving truock traffic along these ronds—-now

it's diminished somewhat since the Allied units spotted the roud," one

source exploined,
“the Communists

Further northy, along =nd in the Ashau Velley,
hove deVie developed what I onll a standpipe through Leos, and are now
pushing roads into South Vietnam. They are building a logistical system
¥¥ that oan support larger foroes--they are putting gravel on theuc
these roadsy, moking them all-we:ther,

"In come cases the Communists have done this through
The Americans first spotted the ronds by ground

heavy jungle.
reconnaiscsonce and he@lit Relisopter low-flying helicopter f£1ights,
The eeriel photos did not pick up the roads under the triple~canopy

of jungle, The Communists are using bulldozers to surface these
ronds with gravels In the NgFth northern part of the country, they

haven't gone into asphalt yet."
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puring 1967, the U, S, Marines and §6é Specinl Forces
launched a number of wmennounced raiding op@FETiN operations inte the
but presumably had little sustained impact on

Ashau Valley complex,
General williom C, Vestmoreland had

the rond=building projects. In 1968,
plonned to build a number of Speciol Forces camps in the area to bloock

the ronds on the ground, but the Tet offensive has stalled if not

eliminated these projects, reliable sources report. Roc M s
In the past several wecks, the Ashau Valley complex hag W

under intense bombardment by B-52 SAC bombers--sometimes several missions
a days But, military sources here believe these heavy bombloods will

only slow-down, rather then s%aP stopy, the Communistss
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The improved Communist logistical system hos both allowed and been
neceansitated by the escalation of Communist weaponry in South Vietnem—-sll

the way up to field artillery howitzers.

gince the &8F surprise Tet offencive
officinls hove beon bYoth appalled cnd mystified by the Communist supply

American commenders snd

gystemn,
"The Communists hove pef performed the outstanding logistical

fert of n11 time," one informed source explained, "It's the most
amaging thing I've ever seen, It will be fascinating to dig into this after

wor-=how the Communists mointained their guerrilla and main force

the
It will make a fabulous book."

uni ts dispersed in enemy territory.
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In lote 1967y officials here estimoted the Communists required

- $wo hundred tons a day to supply for combat their force of 350,000 men
in the South (100,000p8 politic~l infrastrusture, 100,000 guerrillasy
40,000 sdministrative troopsy 90,000 regulsr and regionsl forces)s This
would hove averaged two pounds per man per dar-a-ﬁut mony troops lived
off the land, off the peasantry, or their own ricefields and jobss
Then, tho ofTITi officials estimated the Communists could not sustain
combat @ for more than thirty @95 oconsecutive days, becsuse units
were not given more than 30 day supply of combat necessitiess

smore reuter

203¢ sag
yy ijp
roads 9 (nommass/deepe)

gince the Tet offensive, this logistical estim te has
presumably jumped, but h s not been released publioly.

For the Viet Cong, controlling the war in the southern ofiteh
ono-third of the country, the logistical commond structure is controlled
direstly by COSVN (Central Office, South Viegn-m), This supreme headquarters,
hos an "economic and fimence® section which controlls the whole network
of supply, transport, taxation T#eH the people and production in the
avens thot are Communist-domincoted. Under this oG8TITBN section operates

geveral "councils", thioh were oreated im 1965, bdut which began to
(4 o One of these is the nforward

operate furTmg runmm 1967.
supply souncil® Yto move m supplies to m taotioal umitss A seocond

is the "renr service council® ~ to mess the supplies, orgonize the texation
of the popul tion, systematize thei® transport system, and axpeditm the

goods battle~wardss
=amore roeuter
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The logistical ocommand structure for all comuniat troopa
8¢ opernting under the direst control of Henoi in the nSFTRSE northorn
two-thirds of South Vietnam is still unknown, reliable sources reporte

Onco inside South Vietnamy the supplies move from the bETa

border arens generally eastwards towards the mejor population centers—-
and thonse loteral logintiocnl lines are in turn connected with ench other

by verticsl corridors.
Storting from the northermmost provinces of the South, the

following prttern emergess
=more reuter
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The supply treils WOVINE direotly aeross the demilitarized zone
mostly clondestinely, or else "around the hook" from North V;etwm through
lros by truck into the Ashau Valley, south of Khe Sanhy From Ashou Valley,
the Communists are building or re-~constructing three roads--one directly towEs

one road enst and northeast towards Hue and one

&% i;o-mrda Dam,pg,
Two of these roads are being gravelled

rond tom “horth of Hue,
and 211 are nbout 25~30 miles deep inside South Vietnam--roughly half way

between the Leotian border and the South China sencosts In the third ease,
the Communiats are thought to be simply rebuilding and widening a aiFEEt

dirt provinoisl roed between Laos and Hue thet was built by the Frensh yerrs &
080 ==more reuter
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This logistical corridor system supplies the four North VEoER: e
Vietnomese Army divisions @o along the demilitarized zone—~324B, 341,
3% 325¢, 304~-plus two Viet Cong divisisions and two Viet Cong
autonemous regimentsy, p as well as many sapper and commondo units along the
coastal cities of the five northern provinces,
South of the five northern provinces, in the sone ealled
the “second Vietn'mese militayy corps area, the Communists heve ostablished
a nunber of logistieal corridors--schemes of trails=mmd and networks of
infiltr-tion routesy Gutting in from Crmbut Cambodia ond Loas into the
provinces of Komtum, Pleiku and Quang Duo. Inter-comnecting ceseeEsss’ =~ «
hove beoen built hacked out of the jungle to link these three corridors with
with ench others These three major trunkline corridors in turn link up with
"B8a "bridgeheads" or staging arecs, moving eastwards towerds the P
coastal regions, especiaclly Binh Dinh and Phu Yen provinces on the UGENt;
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In the Second corps area, these logisticel corridors supply
four North Vietnomese army divisions—-numbers 1, 34 5 and 10--and a
numbor of sapper and commendo units sround PIICE=FFFeRu Pleiku, An Khe,
Cem Ranh Bay and Qui Nhone
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In the am eleven provinces fround wion-=the Third Vietn noroo
militory corps—-the Communists are knowm to hove inproved ﬁ considerably |
their logistical aystem botween Cambodia and South Vietnome They
hove implemented logisticol exis inside South Vietnomy movting m
1l terally in o west=to-enst directions And, these axes in twm link
up with tho highlend corridors, im & north-south dircotion, with the

second militoxry corpse
Once inside the Third Corpsy the supplies are leapfrogged from
one base orea to anothor-—each base in succession moving closer to S6dgon
or other mojor population concentrations, Hemce, one li!‘knm pottern
leapfroge the supplies from the Cambodisn border area into Vor Zone C in
the northwestern quorter of Tay Hinh provincey, to D Zone, through the
Song Be ~reny then to the intermediate brse of Long Nguyen, to the Boi
Loi woodsy, to the Ho Bo woods =nd m{m Rung sSat, the swampy area
southe st of the capital which cm controls the ocean-going shipping

chomnel into Saigone
mmore reuter
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In the Third Corps ares, theme supplies tre necess ry for three |
main-force divisions--the 5y T, 9—-% and innumerable provineisl, commando ‘
and sapper unitse
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i to the South Vietnam border,

at least two paved highweys are open and im ¢ snte T ol Mate

1 rpert 1 réuns from the Combodinn capital of Phuom piié Ponh to vary

Zome C in Tayninh—ond when open directly into Saigon. Route 7 repeat 7
north of Var Zome Cy 4in o French

runs from Phnom Penh to Mi Mot,
rubber plantstion spilling over o' both sides of the ui WATES TNEES

1llem Combodian-south Vietnomese borders i Mot is conasidered

by meny officials to be the headquarters i coswm,
=more reuter
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In the -ﬁ Mekong Delta provimces of the Fourth Militery Corps,

south of saigom, the logistical corridor genmerally runs ohs
slightly northwards, from the provinces of Ang Gi'n on An Giang on the

the Cambodian border =nd Kien Giang province on the Gulf of siam, wp

to the Plain of Reeds area, into Long /n province and then.into Gia Dinh

@y ~the égmtmromding Saigons Weapons and smmunition are diverted

route through feeder trails and sampan routes

provi,
and distributed/slong

2 de Ce
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A short-ecut route into Saigon proper is considered to be developing

with supplics moving directly from Cambodia at the "eagle's beak,"

in Kien Thuong province, through the marshy Plain of Reeds into the
Saigon defense perimeters. /Americcon helicopters, flying special night
missions hove recently sunk o number of sampan convoys hended towards
Saigon from the direcotion of Cambodia, Some sompan routes sre known

to lead from b Cambodia directly into the outer environs »nd canalg of

Cholony, the Chinese twin-city of sSaigon.
s=more reuter
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(Honks vhile this plece is really a news article,

becruse of its length you might wont to use it as a zeepogor.
see how I oan split it into two articless We couldn'¢ see anything to

file on the Honoi shifts that the wire stories hadn't alrendy eoabled.

Alsoy in case the Pentagon correspondent is interested, I understand
Amerioon troops in South Korean, based north of the Imjun River, are

now receiving combat pay, which would probably indicnte the officicls
view the situ tion as worsening significantly there. Regards Bev).
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