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SAIGON, AUGUST 2-llore tham ever before, the politics of the
Vietnam war has overshadowed the wer iiself,

Presgident Lyndon Johnson's tough-line politicel appraisasl of the
battlefield situation here indicates he made a very cruciel choice
in gelecting some facts to reveal m publicly at his impromptu press
conference esrlier this week, while simultemeously covering wp equally

pignificant end substantive evidence,.
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His public statement that tHEFE™TE evidence Hanol is meking
massive preperations for a new offensive im the South~-undoubtedly true=-
obsoures the equally significent current siu situation that Hanoly, as of
late July, bhed withdrawm from South Vietnam a "large proportion®
of its North Vietnamese main force umits-~popssibly up to fifiy per cemt
of its big-unit formationgs This militery de~escalatidn—-vhich
prodused the July lull im the big~unit war-—-ig openly Msguﬁge& here im

official,, private and diplometic cireless The July 1ull’ %& apparént

as erystal~balling preparations for an: August offensives.
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The President's sherp warning that +the Americans might take

"additional military wewsers®™IT neasures" if such 2 new offensive
TTPrgcBLlE :

ig laumshed ig simply the counter-point o an equally™ ér:%imi of his

o

ma king concegssions to Hanei in return for the July lull~-an option he
chose to discard at this time.
The President's statement that North Vietnamese infilirators
ave flowing inte South Vietnam at & record level of 380 30,000 men
in July fuzses over the battlefield situction that Allied units have beemw

meble to o find them, At an unprecedented rate in the war, Allied

forces sre lowmeching smell-unit patrols, long-range patrols and reconnalssance

operstions to find these bis-unit formatioms--but without success. Im

the two northermost northermmost l;mv:imes g.lon@ j;ha ciemil itari%& p,
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zoney, for exemple, four Mlmd &ivisims jare litewlly smurinb

the jungles and ¥ amlley%% mt/obfiﬁ@ gﬁhﬁx old Horth Vietnsmose unlds or
new arrdivals—but wi ﬁhmui\;"% conteets Senior commendors thore LENESwE
have told reporters they believe several of the Horth Vistnamese divisions
have withirawm soross the demarcation line. One Bmds basic differensce

is that a southward fiow aig ;0,(30& B fwom North m@ igtnam=—
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information probably based mtaax!ial mﬁmwmwi“ guite different

from confiming (R prEECITE T O e e
o b ‘éé:

W the presence of these infiltrators in the South, as distinet from

La os or Cambodise
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From this rmte ventage pointly, it appears the President has

e\l ioNs

,_u,,.m“ R M,/
stiffened h:%;\ cirenas for peace at the Paris conference table, ‘The

press reports received here indicates that VWashingbon officials have not

publicly denied that Haned has withdxam aoma ops and dp-escalated
e é (D) f‘f’i €/ ’Z/F‘z)‘e
the wars But, Washington has re-defined) i’sa demands for de-escalation,

or "gerious restraint® on the psrt of Hanol im return for stopping the
bombing over North Vietnam,

One key remark open to thieg interpretation here was made this
week ‘by Secretary of State Dean Rusk vhen he told & news confersnce
that what is important is ™ot what happened yesterday but vhat will
happen tomorrow, mnext mak, next monthe” In short, serious

: 3 ﬂﬂh"i\i]
restraint by Hanoi isg not aa-nml{'; current dewescalation of the

ba ttleficld war, but assurence ot Hok future re-escalation as wells

e
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¥hile the Washingtonm officialdom has not publicly denied
there has been a withdrawel of North Vietnemese forces from the South,
they have tended to obfuscate this pointe ﬂhig ha@ bemz done in
P eh

i3

two ways—-refusing to @8 speeify ;m‘bli.e}.y ‘haw subgtantial the withdrawal
has been and second to camouflage the grewdwa ground-wer lull with
froquent predictions of another Communist offensive,

In the pasty these pe@@R¥®El officlal proncuncements of the

battlefield situation HEF™ have been fer out of step with the realitics

on the ground. One frustratings and mpety nystifying ease of this
ocourred for correspondents ocovering the Vietnam visit of Secretary of
Defense Clark Clifford in mid~Julye Upow jz:wting nghiag‘ben, he

,,,,,,, T ﬁ ¢ 14’%”" *‘r "' .M
ageimm predicted o Communist offensive, '&wﬁéwﬁhwﬁmw@ gources here

were noting that ﬁae{ﬁe‘& Cong High Command hed Leld & major policy-msking
session in eerly July--and that it would be at least six weeks before
they would be able to organize and ingtruct their troops for the vEeen

¥v offensives  Also, in Vashington, the Secretary

mentioned a sizeable buildup £ of forces of eight or possible mere Communist
~Here Hal BEcws Tili0g

aivisions m the five northern rovinces, but grmmﬁ commanders

x‘qﬂf the northern headqua m:'esfﬁmmg, the Secretary backiracked,
said that North Vietnamese had withdrawn “some" of their divisions

é«f?) :
& out of the mutmw predicted an offensive, which caught the
#%.sop spoke of a Communist build-up of forces towards

field commanders in the Saigon ared had spec:ificany

Communists were withdrawing from the G&Pit&lt
—wmmnre Ponter

Seigon==just at the time
been telling correspondents the
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with direct reports of field commonde:
conolude, “"Somothing's fishy heves It's sll to onsy %o get dstos for
the next offensive and the latest 1n¥ié% infiltretion figuress The

officiale are sotting up their owm otraw moni if the offensive comos

o lood one voteran jownalist to

iy that wo told you se, If the offensive
effootiveness of the 552 reids

off, they can w{;ﬁf ¢
doos not come aﬁ;“gﬁ.*& shows the qUETITY BY
end tho ngeressivencss of the ground troops.”

samore Poutor
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Tis delicate mixturé of vhat micht bo callod low-key news menagement
and high=intencity pyschwﬁ;ag@aal y&rfm hes been a marked feature

in relations between the aﬁiai&l&m« and the gSaigon press corps here since

the Moy offensives 2 At that time, +he military deoision political deeision

wag made to inform the press about the impending offenaimwﬁvealeﬁ by a

f,J

Communint defector—-rather than let v&ha S&}gﬂmfﬁ and world suffer ancther

\,.r .......

M
tramatic shmk;, as vhat happond in 4dor xag the Tet offensive when the Allied

command here wee as surpriged as everyone elses

e S i ane g

t 'was whatever milltary  subeess the Allies’

gam 18 lost in the psychological upheavel of e¥eR knowing the Communists
can attack the cities at will, |Hence, with congtent predictions of an
offengive; some of the p@ psychelogicel sting is sepped from the
Communist ettackse But, there are alsc other adventages. It keepa

M”/
the Allied troopsy espeecially the thnam%e# _on: their toes aﬁ the

7 Spe th@ir aomm&ars cia aot knew anea@:lficall s

when the offensive is coming. In addition, as one American officor

explaincd, "If the officiale keep predicting en offensive
every day,; then they Just might be right sometime,"”

s=more routlcr
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The coolest head in the military crowd, i’m 'bhis 'v‘m‘i:age ’}geim,

E

is General Creighton Abrems, who refuses to waka aum pra&iotimaa Ha

51’ A Vi

predecessor, GOeneral William Westmorelands—imstrred—but General Westmoreland ;

now in Weshington, ig still predicting

Communist offensive.

another Vi

G the time ¥W¥enm President Johnson makes another
mm the

Now, Just -

prediction of & new Communist offensive,

: i highest Toveds m’&litary aimﬁes ami thaﬁé
. : f il B Lo g™
Saigon diplometic set are beginning to speculate there my not be snother

offensive until the end of the yeave There are two schools of thought
the predominsnce of

on this: the prevailing ome, wiih tirevEbumamEmTe
military evidence, is that there will be another Commumist offensgive,
probably sometime in Aygust, and probably directed at district and provineial
e this line of reasoning

i capitels or Saigone Thigy-=es

A‘"“’é )fv{igm‘?w{i
maintaine Hanol'!sid ressoiiNE ls! ithe attacks would enhance their
N PARLS x""w—m o A

% with the American

bargeining 330:;1‘&1@1&!3”5 m\thw “Geterivrote—thre-war=

. o s e Lit AR,
electorated boihh Ir
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chﬂ o pecond school is beginning to S8 sprout here~—and in

the highest military circles-~thot WEET the passibility exista M

? ;'% 4

the Communists will mot launch enother offensive ua®s aem year.

"I can tell you there is no%t repcat mot going %o be another
Communist offensive wntill January next year--when the new American
President takes offise," the exponemt of this wiew explaineds "Because
politically, the last thing Honoi wents is to oreate a Pearl Harbor
mentality in the United S¢atess 4And second, m.ilitm}.yg" they are not im
a nosition to have another aj major offemsives The withdrawal of their

i %

for themmg

a political virtue out of & military mecessity. There's nothing o
we (the Allies) can foresee at this time that would ceuse Hanol to launch

an offengive at this “Em@;"
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These gemes of second-guessing Ho Chi nsnh\( t EEtTES AT
influenced the readiness of the Allied commands d#ix here to meet any situation

thrust upon thems "We hope we've kept all bets covered," e#& one source

explaineds

Buty, while the mond~gxzeesi;szgi here, na/ ;ﬁbarzassing fact for
thesdmiEnalilicd-oomeend hag emerged. For the Communists to have their
ground uvnits prepared and ready for an offensive is like having Americanm
B=52 strategic bombers comnstantly alerted and ready to fly anyvhere at
anytine, The significant thing is mot the military maﬂimgs-w&
hmpalitioal green light to use thems, In this case, “é major
Communisgt polic;r doe@ regarding the new offensive was thought to have

f/ “y""}\« .
been nada\at two si@ificaat licy meetings, one held in early July

by the Communist Politiburo ¥ the South and the second held by the
Central Committee of p the National Liberation Front in mid-July, But,
thus far, none of the multitudes of Allied intelligence agents have been

able to discover the olosed-domranbstame of these decisions—and whether

M Las
the Commumists heve ggk turned on the political green ke light for 4

the next offensives
(Hank: Thanks for yomr query., I hope this sheds some light on the

matter. I'1ll try to cable another military story tomorrow. I've airmailed

yoww picce. The press corps here was severely ridiculed for
over~writing predictions of a Jyly offensive and so my idea is to be very

ceutious until it happens. And vhen it happens, I sugpeet you'll be able

Right now, there's all ‘oo much hysteria here

fo see the flemes in Bostom. i oiherwise. egards Bov)e

and too much official pwopagande
==end reuter
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