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octoberkxs, 1965 ‘ /

PLEIKU, SOUTH VIETNAM—The lomgest battle in theVietnam conflict—

o J:»f:‘,»-u{ ,
theeweelesden?® battle for Plei Me~-dramatically introduced the

Commmumnista' lethal anti-aireraft war, 4 ; -

Desrite the most impressive display of devastating Ameﬁca.n
airpower yet soen on one small battlefield, the North Vietnamese

units, org'mized im;o regular battalionz and mgiments, N "
W)

\canjr,inue for aﬁ-vne!&/ (Note %o Bditors since ©otober IQwW

(‘AQRU s !L[/Vi( L“'

: please) %o return withering sheejbs of fire at Ameriocan
" aiveraft and at the ‘bésieged Special Forces camp., The ﬁommunists

used -oom{teru-oﬁ‘eﬁsive mebile wérfare tastics oi‘ ~their. Third

“and final Phase of g,uerril}.a mﬁarea

“Within the fitai@t' days of the battle, more tham 600
- airstrikes were conducted against the entrenched communists, "and

we can't begin to ca.}.enla‘he the ccat—-—t%t will run in the thousands

of dcllars—-or to calculate the tonnage or ordinance expended, but
it will rup into the hundreds of thousands of toms," one American

(s‘;>f«a,%,g,¢,) :

source explained.
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One ’'morican pilot lamented that as American Navy, Marine and
Air Force planes, raked piece by piece the battle area vwhere the

Communists were emtrenched, shaving nff_“ggllto s, and uprooting
o pApcs

trees, a hendful of Communist fighters 54 into the bomb craters

and continued to fire at the incoming fighters.

"fhis is the groatest concentration of

.50 calibre machineguns the Communists have yet smassed," one American
pilot explained. "Sometimes they 231 don't bother to aim at the

planes, ﬂmy simply put up a sereen of fire and the American

fighters fly into it." . geveral Chinese Communist machineguns were
captured, along with other Chinese Communist equipment, such as

aircraft 'spotting devices.
During the week-long battle, one E . miiroicy A o o o (oL

LA

UH--l’ tur‘bo,jetlhelicopter was shot domm at the edge of the small red-
dirt lending strip immediately outside the Plei Me camp, 25 miles
south of this corps headquariers town of Pleiku. The four-man crew

was lost despite valiant attempts of the ]ﬂ% a Montagnard-imerican
o=
a8t patrol to rescue them. A second "Huey" crashed into a

mountain when its "eggbeater™ rotars collapsed; it is unknown x&

whether this was aausef)kby eneny groundfire. The four-man crew was

éo lost.

(More)
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Three American airplancs were also shot dowms 1wo Skyraiders
fighters in which the pilois of both miraculously escaped and
a R3-66gK photo recommaissunce plane which was dropping flash charges
@gr for night photographs. The three-men crew was logte

In addition, on B=-57 Canberra jet fighter-bomber mas
bhadly a@fxp gshot up ard crash-landed; The nexti day fxété/ two man
erew was back flying missions at Plei Me. Hany of the other ad@mt
aiperaft wore hit but menaged to land safely, such as eight transport
aireraft which had airdropped suppliec into Plei Me and were damaged
badly encugh to be grounded for extensive m@ﬂ maintenance,

{;/,s f’«"?}’—’,
More significent than the éamaige to Americen JETPEENTEFT nil

however, the major in{/‘!ﬂ‘eduction of such lothal Communist anti-aireraft
%e firepower /;3 considered to put even more seriocus crimp
into the operational plans for the clite American First Air Cavalry
Division, the 15,000-man streng helicopter-bound division R o
tailored by Secretary of Defense Robert 8, MoNamara for Vietname
Situated »% An Kho, only S © miles from Plei Me, the "The @

Flying Hercsemen" eovolved ihe v.% uwnique concept of helicoptering

in massive numbers of infantry troops and mobile artillery in atead

Ly

us-mgwka being road-bound by the use of trucks, ) xany of the small

o N
W&o besieged eampésmei He, r@é

jungled 1a.ﬁsiing zones and

b calibres are considered to be heliccpter traps

thet are tactically off-limits to the Pirst Cavalry Divisione
(dore)
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#If the Communists can shoot dowm pmoricen fighters, it's
fpe frightening to think vhat they can do to the First Cav," onmo

kmerican source explained.

Anerican pilots were cstonighed at the "fanaticism" of the

Communiast fighters,

Communists jumping from <

affhe first day, I saw the

2 of our homb eraters to the next with their light submachineguns.

one Mmerican

We kept working in the fighters,"

section north

pilot exrloined, "We would hit the nemhissewwmmrihwmesn
of the camp and thoy would fire from the south, We would hit from
the st and they would fire f?m the cast, catching us on our passes
out, They weren't keapin&‘their heads down and this is the first
time they've done that.

“wWhenover you would see ome of our bomb craters, you would

see s Commmunist in it, There were about 12 Gommunists I saw in

cur bomb oreterse Then later, you'd seec a dosen more of them,
erewling ond demeing avound like ants. Maybe, it was the same

dozen thet kept rotatings I don't knows) This went om for
three and a half hours the first days; other pilots saw it the second

day. But all the first morning, I saw them jumping from bomb

erater to bomb crater.™



deepe

aireraft-—page 5

Another Americen pilot explained the "nase-‘to-ncse; muzzle-to~-muzzle®
fight between two American F-100 jot Supersabres and two Communist
«50=calibre mchimgmé along the road to Plei He as an armorved-truck-
infaniry columm was attaqked in a meeting engag@ment‘gé lagt Saturday.

"It was Jjust a hazy grey dusk as the F~100 raced towards the
blazing convoy and the American pilots could see the tracers from
the two «50 calibre machinegums shooting up at themy" +the pilot
explaineds Thege twoe Communiste were firing their .50's up at the
P~100's and the P-100%s were ﬁzfing dowm at them. You ecould
say they were fighting nose-to-nose,ax muzzle~to-muzzle., It
wag just amazings These two Commumist gunners could loock at the
20 mme oxplosive warheads pouring in on them and they could retumrn
fire. After two p‘@ passes, the Communists were still firing
: a.}; the planes, The (Americaen) flight leader s'zg s0id over the
radio 'These are meoan ones.* And his wing-man said 'They are
really firing g at us.!

"The E@x Communists were really insistent., This time they
% did not withdraws After two paasses, they still kept firing at
the planes and as the lagt F=-100 finished his xm spray of
¥ .20 oms sprinkles, he pulled out of % his pass v@ VQW#%
and the Communists kept firing a2t him as he j#ovp upe They were firing
at the individual aircraft, in this case, E not putting vp a

sereen of fire."”
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pnother pilot interjecteds "The ¥ Viet Cong (Communists)
were pretty shrewi. They sat on the hill and were sﬁﬁn
shooting at the @ P~100s and the P=-100 pilots were looking
gtraight intoc their bmels and sshoét:ing backs. This was
nose=-to-nose i’ighting. I 'l:m peopia '\Fere several feet apart
with water hosesy spraying each other--that's what it locked likes

» : Q@V,.\’?Q/GS( i\('
Except the V. €. were using white phosphorous tracers fhat lodked

like shooting starssy and thé F=100's were using high explosive
«20 mm, ammo." |
| Another pilot, coming back to base after a iate night mismieﬁ;

efxpléinea to his éollea;gum b 1 trmzs_fg:or& aircralt got hit from

that « 30 cay,libmv zmohinegmm pogi‘tibn ss&th of ‘653 CEMDe There vere

five Wgfyx Skyraider fighters stacked Qverhead and they came

dom. and Qy&m syatematic 11y kit that .30 calibre ncsiticn.

They dumped a} thirty 500—3)%& bombs ﬁc (1. ¢+ B tens of

]z mnaﬂae) on that position. Then another transpord aimaf‘&
%wer—-»anﬂ the %“b Viet Cong (emmista) & shot at and

hit him, But tcmorrow we’ll get that go pc%iticm.

’ o:w e:rpe*ienoe pilet, a @t veteran of(World War II and :
Koroa, explained, "Wis is almost like the Korean War bugle-blowing
system, but without the human waves. The emmists are staying
and fighting alot longer than they ahoﬁ;d stays they are not acting

like guervillas.™
: : 5
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