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(This is the fourth of a Mes on the mood, preparedness,
whmeg strategy end significanse of Khe Senh, often termed sn Americsn
Dien Bgezz ?hu, memt of ¥ the pivotal F;-omh defeat which began

fourteen ye&rs ago last week en Hareh 13)e

KHE SMee”SANH, VISTNAM, Mavoh M‘m in South Vietnam,
. Ao s

like ap giant yo~yo, is momentarily dangling}betm zae atrategiec
- military=political poless :
,’“‘}/‘ &
Sdement polar aapmxle is m Sanha.

The second is Saigone
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Ehe Sanh is ths north pole of the war. Iy is en

all~foreign pole, fimericans versus North Vietnamese, with theixr

Wt—iﬂ southern allies playing imsimd secondarys
if not insignificant roles. I% i® the all-militory pole of the war,
a ¢lean~cut black-end-white war, with a mini-maginot line of barbed wire -
along the Marine perimeter etching out the demercation line between the
two hues. zt is the Pﬁapla*s way without the pwpzo; the lecal
population, alweys soant in numbers, W6 heving since voyaged

to their greves or to refuges comps,
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Sai con :im the south pole of the war, It is a'ss.
all=Vyetinmese pole, predominantly southern in oharecter, with the
EEPEETET. smerican and N, rth Vietnasmese allies of the msmtiva sides
sl ploying secondary, “WNSEER sapporting roles. It is the
grey wer, with the full coloration of politieal, economie, social
and oculturel feotors mixing with themdimem battlefield blood. It is
A ' N e TP eSS

2 g A1l-Peoplets War, a total war, in which nooné is spared |
some measure of the w fury.
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vhieh way ni.‘i}. the yo~yo swing? Clecrly, the Communists
hold the strategic imitiation determining the yo-yo's direction.  Vhen
will it be set in motion? The strategic timetable of the war lies in
Communist hands, a fact sensed in the slang of h;%ly Harine privates
here whén they say, "We'lve got to stop Qhar}.ia's; olenk-"*

This present moment, with time and motion %mih frozeny
appears to be simply a oritical interlude before the yo-yo swings and
&J historie flood essails this tiny country.
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For the Communists, x.ht sanh is prilur:lly, if not singularly
significant in palsmaz tems—/morican pﬁliﬁcal terme, It is mf; -
to him the cmw; ouh as & means to influence to ¢ their advantege
smerican publie epinion--soon te be expressed at thebd bat ballot box—-
to mpld ,Mﬁsxlau in seme monmer a more soft-line stance by the two
rmericen politieel parties in their platforms or selection of candidatess
mhe whole political significance of Khe Sanh for the Communists is
somehow to attempt to weakem, if not to shatter, the American will
to continue prosecuting the war ageinst them. ch, the time
Communi st timetsble, if their yo-yo swings nertk, gould not have been
in Jeanuary, which General william Vestmoreland predioted, m
for the oritisal politiosl ferment had not um' in the United Statess
!,}; is the battle of Kpe sanh likely to be imminent, 5: ag has been
subsequently predioted. The most opportune time for the Communist
to sttempt an Amr!.ean defeat at Khe Senh, with 1is mmm&ing pelitical

backlash, wuld ‘be-sometime be tween the summer confd PIFE .
0@&#&&1@3 zmd tm ’hﬁt&m in November. Igf he “¥a the Communists wait
to swing i yo=yo at that time, they monsoon rains win-wmnﬁi’"

also be swinging in their v favor over Kne Sany"‘%mh, bringing them

rein clouds snd more military advantoges.
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~ Buty Kne sanh would have little politiesl value for the
Communists in the all=Vietnamese war im seigon; it will would at best
have only s fractiomal impact of their Tet offensive into the oity itself.
; m if Khe Sanh

Certainliys x

fell to the Commmists, the Vyetnemese gotermment in Saigon would

not £211, end would be barely be rooked by ite fhe direet explosive
ool on imerican dgiosk. would slmost/ SRES gerialin. ,QM
be 5 J ; a1 el ar ik SOTsnn
g 0. vision NOWErGRLds.... - FESSEs
ng‘.w" b b * S ] e e

’ xho sanh is & milim irrelevancy to the Communists, The
1ittle Marine base has not jmpeded the Communist invasion into South
Vietnmm-ein foot, Communist tenks and trucks are seen stresming into
the outer ¥he Sanh perimeter--with their lights on at sihbe: B
strictly militery terms, for the Cgmuninists to inflict =& total
defo:t on the 6,000 Marines of Khe sanh, even at very low cost to themaelds
thes themaelves, would be largelj meaningless—-ns long an the American

government and public ocontinued te support the war and would send in

64000 replacementss W bore

£
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In short, the polifepolitisal purpose of Khe Samh rests
on the sssumption the Communist war aim is %o mﬁau withimkinzmaimEnKOXnng
basically, but met entirely, on their tems, et shay weuld pretis
to negotiate with the mont dovizhwﬁgé;dZZn ?msidaat who would

yield to the maximum of their demandse
.4t the south pole, things are

But,
differents
1f the Communists w siwing the ﬁimtica of the wary
. _into the urban centers, of which saigon is deoisive, their wer aim
o i?ﬁetaryn:maw victory, but not a total one, It would b ¥
nesn the:; would W mke their nilitazv thrust at
all~Vietnumene tam-ts, deasigned to pmuro military victories which
would oreate a pcutieal tornado mg the Vyetnamese pepuiaﬁw,
the Vietnamese gevemmt md aymy. tcg. Rather &mens;ioumal:,
7 the Communisats have paaga ahip«-bg-ahip basis been overruning Vietnazmese
gmment eatpesta, pesking am;zzm 45:, mutralimtion of
isolated units, eraating divisions smong the members of the Vietinsomese
government and am; ~ The most mﬁﬁw military tergets in this
area &re the heavily populated Vig provinces in the Mekong pelia
south of “aigon, in which mgfawt; emisati&, trade in tﬁéétuffu

We.m eventuslly even provineial eapitais would be controle controlled

B

by thems Theg ehaoctiw is %o mld ho to suffocate Saigon,
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ta an sttempt to counter this -wemont Communist option
the Allied kaw 1% the biggest tectical oftmsive of the war—e
$otalling 52 battalions-—in the saigon arets W«a ‘
yiempoint this military show o!' strongth WoRli—TTTIFETTy prodm/
g TEY :
, & inoconslusive minimal dmaa to the Communi sts~~and it has failed %o
galvanize the anﬁ—ﬁmmist q-lﬂt af Ms gai sonecte
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Before the pivotal battle of Khe senh, or of Salo

1ichever they choose the Communi sts choose-~there may be minlatures

of these contests in other places,  There mny be mindtire Khe Semh- ) Ao
confrontstions between Noxrth ?t.i'cnasBaa and Mﬂam units in the |
jungled hills around Dek To or D-Zonej there aa#bs Communint batides
offensives into other m*m centers, such as Hue, Quang Tri, Kontum

or Ban Me Thuot. But, thnssa would Waa significant only-uwhhn

as 8 part of the $¥eeess of political attrition. At this time, the
ultimete decisive battlegrounds now appear to be Kne Sanh, because

the Amerionn command has. propagendized its significance, and ﬁm

the espital of Salgole
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quinatﬂaie sa’tw, Gencral Testmoreland's sirategic 7
misnalaulatiea m w«zuiraa an added m&amg. In Jm&ry, -his
prediction and mﬁﬁm that the Communi sts mulé. attack Khe Sanh .
only i&‘@ﬁ aﬁraiea fer the Communiasts ta mve into the citiens
i¢ that time, tho stmtegia 1mrsamq of Khe Sanh rested on two

 arguments that have sinoce loat their ﬂ@iﬁawe and substances ehéi
xhe Senhy raitting aumas five mmsiaa mmas from Horth v*ietnma and Ms,: :
could somehow am:t&il ﬁeummis‘b infiltration; but cmeatly the :
Communists apmaw!p—imﬁ% faster with nore supplies g:;ﬂ\mdﬁ%e Sanh ..

than ever ba_f&re; The second srgument was that Khe Sond
of th mountainous end of the American 1im of defense mm;g along the e
~demilitarized zome, "If ve don't fight them in X};e Ssh Sanh, we'll

be fighting the emmﬁs%a in Hue and Lusnd-T W‘E, . mﬁqm offieinls
arguods ﬁu’ﬁ the ﬁﬂmmiata have alreaé.x teu@:k in Hue and Quang Tri onoce—
and are 1:1 a poaiticm to é& 80 agaln. I:g short, t}m Ageriaan bi 4

line is mapmt suspemi‘é ia a vmth an open emi on the Laotian
flenke '
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an,! in Wﬁmteg&a gamble, General Vestmorsland

hag already ruaheei m nore intnrrET

mm U, S. Army divisions®twoards

to prepare for predicted Communist offensives around the north pole.

Clearly, General E”}’-&fest&amim wents at & minimum, to prevent an

disaeterous Ameriosn defeat in the north, which could ;}:ecpcl adv&?ae
ﬂolﬁical ref«ﬁ repmaaﬁieaa into the American paliticul Q‘Fé‘im; at best,

he*d. iike to garw asoquire an imericen vietory which would reinforce the

elaetiem mm. But, the result of this gamble has been to siphan off

But, what if, in this tropical sountry, the Communisis

rwmere—.

swing ‘t%z~ :mv-gg ta K "¥ha gouth poles

(Henk: have j&t just veceived your cable on pmpMesa.

I'm really sorry I over-mrote it so mush and 11 TemnindnEy promise
e ast 4o wards 1n the futire. Regsds Dev)s
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