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ON THE BATTLE FRONT

I By B.chrl'y‘Deepe
i A" Special. Correspondent

[k ¢ e ' BAIGON,
' “Botith Vietnamese fighter-bombers, supported by Amer-
fean jets, ‘smashed at a North Vietnamese base yesterday
in:the second retaliatory rald in two days on the Com-
.munist north. G ‘
, . Seventy per cent of ‘the military targets around Vinh
3] Linh, five miles from the South Vietnamese border, were
"veported Xnocked out in the alr strike, and columns of
_smoke and fire rose over the target area.
One Bouth Vietnamese plane was crippled by heavy

; Communist ground fire: and crashed In South Viet Nam,
but the pllot parachuted and was rescued. The U. S.
' Defense Department reported no American planes missing.
. <The rald was a follow-up to. Sunday’s strike at’the
;Dong Hol area, 75 miles farther north, by 49 United States
Navy planes. South Vietnamese and other American planes
had also taken off Sunday to join in the aerial reprisal for’
& Communist’ attack at Pleiku, in which eight U. S. service
‘men were killed' and, 108 wounded. But the land-based
"planes were prevented by. bad weather from reaching their
_targets in the initlal attack. v el
‘... U4'8. Navy phcto-reconnaissance planes returned.'to
‘the Dong Hol area yesterday to take pictures of the damage
to Communist troop centers there, the Pentagon announced
in Washington. It said jet fighters accompanied the recon-
nalssance planes and “expended some ordnance’ against
" North Vietnamese anti-aircraft batteries which opened fire.

' ' None of‘the U, 8. planes was damaged and all returned
“safely to the carrier Hancock, the statement seld.

. Thée Vinh Linh rald was announced dt a Baigon press
.conference by Lt. Gen. Nguyen Khanh, South Vietnamese
. Armed Forces commander-in-chlef; who sald giving the
. retaliation order made Sunday “the happlest and most
. important day of my life." .° ! y
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,The le was ried out by 24 South Vietnamese : 4 ‘planned, saying that “the Vietnamese Armed.
W 1 3 ; imdertake activities that are both itmely and’
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