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(This is the first of a two-part series on the military situation in the
Vietnam war. This article discusses the Allied & posture; the second discusses

the war ﬁm% the Communist viewpoint).

SAIGON, AUGUST £ 5—The Vietnam war, which has dangled relatively
motionless and indecisively since mid-June, is begin being breathlessly watched
here for a violent, strategic shift of direction or escalation of intensity.
Currently, the Allied side of the military conflict has become frozen
into a posture of the strategic defensive. It is & non-static and vigoyous

defensive posture with the relative balance of pure military power clearly on iﬁ

side.

On the other side of the war, the Communists corrtinue to unroll their
qma{n‘ unique split—level waz»--hzt at extravagantly varying speeds, The Commmists'
mei-forco var, vich had previously unveiled the spectacular violence of the

conflict, has ﬂlpﬂopped from a posture of the strategic-counteroffensive

x‘:z"{r j &

into Em of % strategic retreat. Informed sources

here report up to possibly fifty per cent of the North Vietnamese units, the backbone
of the Communist big-unit war, have been withdrawn out of South Vietnam, into

t heir traditional sanctuaries across the borders.
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m the big-undt wer has shifted into a peculiny moment without
precedent since the Americen build-up of forcos bogen in 1965=neither
the Cemmunlats nor the Allies are on the stratogic offencives No one
here is cortain lemgd® how long hin militery aborretion wll contimus,
although Prosident Igmdon Johneon last week predicted o noew Coummist
offencives,

However, the bottom portion of the Communistn' mplit-lovel
waz apposrs to continue @l the strategle offonsives This portiom
of the Communist wary eometimos called the imsurgency side of the strugsie,
has ms&aﬁmﬁy been moving forwerd with en imperceptible, 4f not
invigible, nixture of continuous, Whmmm foucht hy ‘
locel guorrilles and heavy doses of miwmomﬁa, poumal ection m M,
intonge proposondas
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The Allied military posture took a gigantic swerve from the strategic
offensive to the stmt&eic defersive in late January tlﬁis year in reaction to the
Communists® country-wide, momentary thrust into the cities. Since then,

the Allied strategy has simply been a matter of shaking down and settling into
this anchoring position of reaction——of waiting for the next Commnist thrust.
The evacuation of the Marine combat base at Khe Sanh w&s@t ‘ vtm»ayring vas
not s0 mich & change of Allied strategy, but only a fragnent of the broad sweep of

E M
this this ovom strategy, The Allied posture is mrrently frozen into this

g

' pattem, vhich is expected here to contimue at least hrough the American

p Presidential elections in November, and perhaps even through the end of 1968,
"he orders to General (Creighton) Abrams are clear,” one informed
gource explained bluntly.  "Don't let the Reds pull off anything be big before the

Meriean election.”
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The current Allied situation was summed up by one krowledgeable military
source: "The Allies are in a position in vhich the only action they can
effectively undertake is reaction. The Allied reaction is good; the Allied
initiative is non-existent.”

The Allied strategic defensive--an active dafmsive-—-has reant a a;gnificant
geographic re-deployment of Allied, mostly Americen, compenies and battalions
from the remote border areas of South Vietnam--vhere the offensive objective had
“been to destroy the Commnist main-force--to the populated areas where the defensive
ok inatiie 55 't dubtay the Oelimmiats il Tow ssssd b

|
~-more rcuter
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Y There are, however, two exceptions to this urban-centered troop deployments:
the first exception is along the tm demilitarized zone, where the Third Marine
Division (reinforced) is based horizontally aiong the border with North Vietnam;
the second exerp exception is a vertical dcployikent along the western Cambodian—
lLaotisn fronter, where for two years the A U. .S. Army 4th Infantry Division
has attempted to act as an "anti-invasion" blocking force. Both of these
two long-term deployments have, however, been essentially defensive--and the most
static of the dfe de,feneive—-—siﬁco any forward offensive move would have
meant military militarily crossing into Laos, Cambodia or North Vietnam, vhiech
was politically prohibited by Allied policymakers fexcept for small-scale
J

clandestine operations across into these countries)s

—=more reuter
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The moot olearwoutt ovidence of this stratogic sommersoult is
witneesed avound @i Seigom, vhere the equivelent of mwer®y more than
eight Allied divisions ere committed to tho copital mz %hn broad mlax
of militery instollations surrounding it M ﬁm& h&lf of the
American combat battalions in Vietnam ere committed direotly or indirectly
to the defenso of Selgow and ito periphery. £ Too~thirds of the Vietnamese
strategie recorve=-ten nirborme and Morine battalions—are now commitiod
inside the Seigon oity limite or ite suburbs, A Joar agoy these Allied
units were swoeping the remote 3m@.adﬁw stronghold erces
Bhetliedbe poor Vietnan's border frentierss

s dntm 6?% io based on troop deployments in three consentzic,
ARIORER-SoneGEan clrowler vingse The firet stmnqem the saigon
@ity linite and Mﬁ mtmrdmmgly edx Mhmhlﬁh is the range of
Communict rocketos W 25 per cent of the Allied troop strength
defending Seigon is ooncentrated in this luyer of territoriel defonso,
Beyond thiarﬁ/., ranging from nine to tw twolve miles emtwarap 1lien the
heaviost concentration of Alljed troope=—~five fmericen bzd.pdos, i
one W Austrelian mm forsey, one Thai rogiment, and sgeven
m&s of V‘latnmm w@ﬂm. all becked wp by armor, artillery, smell
neval craft, helicopters and peremilitery units, This sccond reing contains
Toughly £1£ty por oont of -hooe Allied troops engnged in defonding i goms
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Beyond thisy, stretehing towerds the Cembodian border on the west
and the South China Sea om the east;ls committed & thimmer grouping of
troops~—-three light Americem brigades and two Vietnamese regiments. In
these remote, thinly populated areass where Americen divisions once
swept through the Communist-infested bases, there is & prommze&
shift to smeller unit patrolse Their objective is not engagwa the Communist
units as before=-but simply to find the Communists and then cell in Allied
o irgtrikes end ertillery berrages on thems

Not long agoy # senior Vietnamese officer was aesh astonished to
soe an M Americen map showing the Allied trocp units around Saigon. Bach
Allied unit wasmy symbolized on the map with & thunbtack. "It will be
WZL impcaﬁibla to move more troops around Seigon,™ he museds "We

SRR R

dmt!«g ha‘ve enoush room om the maps for more thumbtackse."

==more reutem
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One knowledgoable military amslysist explained that befove the
Communiet Tot uphoaval, Gemeral (Williem C.) Vestmoreland (foymer tmericen
commander) had placed the Allies on the strategic offensives After
Tety, Genoral Wostmoroland pulled the Allied tmw ops beok twoards the urbanm
cene cw;w?igfxd off the jungle oporationss This was not o strategie |
aecim.%@heswta mokej 4t wes @ stratogic nocessity imposed upon him by the
Communiste,

“Since Abrems took over the Weatmoroland," ht the sowrce explaimd
“he hes not made any substentive changes in stratogys he has oh only
formalized and finalised those chenges that the Communists forced
VWestmoreland to inEé-indtinte,”

==more reuter
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"Aside from thisy what Abrams thinks and says he is doing is not

being reflected on the grounds For example, he has given the order
o stop search-smdedesiroy operationss The field commenders are not
flagrantly end deliberately disobeying thise But, in some cases iths;;r
are stlll conduciing search-and~-destroy operations, bdut on a smaller

¥ seale=—and calling them different namess In other cases, the fiecld
commanders are not conducting search end deetroy operationsy but they ere
not conducting cleasr-and-hold operations eithers They¥re somevhere in

{\}(J,\ A Q,ﬂv\w_/
pi of Allied troops has

between both of theses™

J e (\ e
Howevery this geographic s

produced some cpSEmian optimism in those military eircles that formerly
eriticized General Vestmorelamd's over-emphasis on: fightinm=tive~Gommuniutw
searching for the Communist big-units slong the frontierss Spscifically,

Westmoreland was oriticized for his ratio of having two American

batitalions committed to fighting Communigt big-unit formations versus

only one American battalion committed £ to seeuring of populated areas.

"How, terestingly and by sccident, Abrams hag inherited & reversal
of that ratios" the source conb:r::aeg;’ g“g;ere arc now two American battelions
fighting in the populated sreas Vawwwm one fighting the main-force war, The
Allics have now been foreced to bring their troops bmic' t0 the urbsn centersie-
the emphasis which Westmoreland should have had originally.”

==more revter
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liow, Gemeral Abrams has been locked into this defensive
atrategy arcund the populated centers by the time Llockade
of the American elections and the threet of a fuiture Coumunist _
offensive., PFurthermore, he is being forved to de-emphasize
again the big-unit offensive sweeps bvegause of another
important, bLut little~noticed development. These sources
believe this occurred when Abrame took over command from
Testmoreland.

| wemore reuter
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"Then, I suppese that President Johnson told Abrams he
could not have any more American troops,” one military
source exo explained., "At this stage, neither Johnson
aor Abrams understood the implications of this. But, the
&5 implications in Vietnam were plain. Never before did the e
Americans have a strategic reserve inside Vietnam--because
they never needed it. If more American troops were urgently
needed, they were sither in the pipeline or out-of-country
ready to be shipped in. A strategic reserve should be €3
roughly 25 per cent of theITNENENELam denloyable forces.
"Now, Abrome, 4if he is to have a strategic TeserVe
must subtract these troope from his existing deployment
in Vietnam, and this must come from his Ameriecan forces Tightin
the main-force war. Thus, Abrams is being forced to reshape
the Allied strategy eveﬁxmorecwand he is being forced to re-
shape it only one way--bwé -de-emsismt=r} de-emphasizing once
again the main-foree war. #® His other battalioms in the
populated areas have established the military posture suitable

for N%%‘*féﬁatiﬂ§ 95'@?§-r&$3% greas--although pacification itself

is weak weak. rMCMﬁﬁylw/jﬁS“ﬁNﬁ
"That's where stand nowi /| B yill be intellectually

and professionally resisted by Abrams and the American military

command--~but it is inevitable.”
-=gnd reuter i gl
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Hence,

But, while the massive Am Allied war machine is pro in the defensivel
posture of securing the urban centers against a large-scale assault by Communist
big-unit formations. But, it is not yet geared towards providing the samll
rural villages are not being secured from within against the Commnist political
i nfrastrocutre and guerrill irregular guerrillas existing in those hamlets. This

taks task positive task of res establishing Vieéﬁamese covernment authority
and somehow controlling or winning support from the peastry is essentially
the task of the GWN's pacification, or rural development program, Thus far,

this pacification program has failed to establish any strategic momentum--and there

is no evidence it will do so in the foreseable future.
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