in 1961, os & freily 15~yoer-cld Bam joined the Coomurist Viet Cong
21zt Mobile Nogiment, vhich for yeare thoroughly tervorized !
Vietnsm from the northern 17th parallel to the outchirts of the oaplisl oity of
ssigone In 1ote 1964, be wns = n sousd lender whem the Tegimont attaoked
a Vietn'mose govoermment unit in the Sa Gia moumt~in oerp, The govervment regimental
eamonler wna k:!l/lod on the ~pot and the regiment decimated within 30 mirmtecs

B i e

“It "oy edaye montts deruty commonder was a disguised Viot Cong,"
confided Dung /&/w Hen--chong nome meoons "Bountiful “outh.”

e NoEt yesry ©s o batisllon of Us ‘4 Kerinos scowred the stsetogie
Damang s*e;‘.%\‘mm! :for Ww redds ogeinet Forth Viutoem, the Clst Begioont
atruck 20ing mﬁaﬂm and assculting the sprawiling complems It vwes
Wtiemlmm to =ezront  fmordcen Proesident Iymdon D Jobmaon to

telephone ¢ muymmmmmwemmwmmmmm

mﬂem mm onorele
(Moro)



Goan & b sty gan vl 2

But, in one major bntiles Nem's kid bdwothor in the reccumo
resommnd nootoe vl t of the Zlot Pupiment woo vounded, his leg shottered by
o mortar shelle Tiet Cong modios trvoted hime Nom pdoked up ond hié the
bottlo of modioine the modlo bed indeoted inde hies brother twe bhows Delore
he dief--cn’ wme Indor told the medioine vee poliootle “Hhen I kmev nary othoer
wouladed Tiet Ceny had bdeen killed the wese "ay," BNem cxpludnude

Bt then not only <efedted ivem the Tiet Cong but aleo reteliotod
sgrinet then by botroying hie om liveen susde He led the sqund into o
premerronged ombusy anbush set wp by Vietnomens covermment soldferse Ihree
of klo fomer comrodes wese killede %he Vieot Coang countar-retelicted by
sapturing his oirl friend opd Motilng hie 6T-yoarwold grondgmother throudh
the henrt in front of & otaged "peoplets couwrt™ of villsgerss

fodngy Wam fishts it the U, ‘e Horines againot the Viot Comg
in ¢the seme villoge ho omoe bBottled the fmordonna, “After tho Viet Cong
Eilled B oy crondmothor, vho raicsed mo as o orphony I doedded to dovote my
eholo iifo %0 a kllling Commupdots,” Hem ondd with o presionete hotred husning
incdde Lime .

liem L9 one of 60,000 ax~Commndsts whe woluptnerily switobed -ides
%o join one of the meot propicing procroms implemontod by the Mmerdcanscupported

Tiotnomese jovorrment in sigone The presrom is appropriately .:mnod “Gren
tgmgteeor “Chion Hoi®™ in Vieinomenoe 1% iz ap potterned aftor o oimilow

proeron used b the British povermment during the Halayon imergenoy in the
1950% 0y (Bor2)
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T odm of the progron io to "wolocne beok home ond forgdve poct ndmp® of
the "mid “mlogdded” Vietarmore whio oo fousht =ith or support the
North Tiotnnoss Coommioats oF i Jouthorp=born onon onllod tho Tiot Conge
Tho reogicn prondoes tho Comound ote en amnootyy full citisononip sichto ond
reacttlonent in outh Vietmamese sccdety, in mm volummtarily gsivins w
thedr ~or apolnot the Vietix@ons governmonte
ninoe the progron began four yoorn npoy 6,000 Cormumd ote

volunt rily oo ovoer o tho Vistwrmone povormment sidow=rouchly the occufvalont of
adz Tact Corng Avisicnse In 19C0 aloney 20y000--or rouchly tvo divioicnowedofonted
feom the Cocunundet ronkue In 1967, the figures ave erally ospeoted to double
te nore thon §09U00e Open Mg officinls view the pyoi@on as o ghort cut fo
viotorve Pirnt, &m 4% eps tho politdonl and m Menry otrength of tho
Conmomictsg on o timntod 3000 Allfed noldiors would have beon killed néterpting
¢o olinmimnto tho 20,0 Toturnees in 1566 on the bottleflcld. Tooond the
podduine of ninpoint intelligenco intormotion from the ex~fompuniots ado odin
to tho copabilities of the Allicd troopa to proscoute tho wmr nore offootivolve

- Tho Qpon /rumo progPon vES O siendifioont port of bDeth the oleosoi— cor
dacuseiono nd officiel doolerntions ot both the sovonennticms® NMordln Conforonoo
1not Cotodor cnd the Cuan Conferonce this rpring vhore Ue 7 FProoident Lyndon
Re Johnoon not Prinoe Mimlotor lguyon Cro Ky ond othor “Jouth Victnomeso povermoont

1 nforne
(owe)
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rnothor Conmmdst dofcotor 45 Ngugen Suan Licn--nhose nmo
mosne pring lotuse ldon told this corroopondent @ hio Jumon Dond adventuro
axporicnoce

o o otuffy, bot doy in 1964, mmmmwmwtaofhan
tPounorse o tuokoed o threo-gnoh dagor ond silont-firing pdotoly modedn
in Comuniot Chinny under bioc Dalt and bic cdnple ootlon olldrte ‘liong
pretonding to Do a conotrwiion vorker, o mesked ontoe tho otev togicy
ultro=ooorot Mion lion oirbaso, 10 milen northment of igony vhore sdlvery,
U-2 opry oirvozeft touwhel dovm and refucld botvedn micddcno for o U e
Contral Inteliigonoc fpenwy (VX Je

Licne—a 2 ~yoci-pld Horth Tqoinom Vietrrnmese intollipompe ol it
stoyod for throc momtha on the buagy uwecsuring off cond cowmting the langth
of tho rulrny, tho mumbor of Vicinimene aocldiorsy kinds of woiononoy
potrclowm duapo ond defemce bunkorse Ho op olopt on the Dosoy wm or L0
pone of Amuriconeadvigsod Viewnamuce gusking peronadod othor conolustica
-orkers to 2 buy food for him and ¢o piok up his weokly paychooks Juoh nidity
Sech nichty ho turned om hio sy minde-Padic, Ridden in his wriet wotoh, and
geve o progoos reoport to his Forth Vietnomoso suporioirse

*hon he loft the adrbane, he drow %o o sdale lorger thean Ww top
af » onpdsdie o detoiled en of tho cooplexs Weoks loter, Viet Cong
guorrillen, uving the mipy Dortored =ith swprising scou ooy the sirdass, vidm
touchiag off tho proinde %0 Mperisan esonl tien of the Tiotunn e Tho next
¥ opy Lion onockod theeo mere timoo onto the oirbose, mwﬁm
mmmmwau severcl times he rormed azound
ssdgon's gicnt Ton don Hhut cizbooce to moke moro mops for the Coxmdntos

(iozo)
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Duty todayy Ldem hon 1odd down his piotol, ondod hin Jopos Bond
odventurcny foronion the Comrumict oouso==nnd 40 no o lormabiding odtizon
iivin in o poocoful villoge situntod midroy botmoon the tro nojor odrbnoon ho
hod 00 oorefully dotohod for tho Commmiatne :

“Aftor 11 yoors no o coldier, including fex four yoorn an o Comundnt
Party noobopy 1 deodded I oo tired £ of fighting,” ho cspleinod odnrlye Thuny
ended his intolligomoo and rocommadononce ~oFky for ~hich ho had ntuddod fivo
yoors in Communiot Chimne £ fornor occond loitu licutonrnt in tho ligrth
Vietnrnooo @ "soyy ho mam 4o tho youmgost ond lomont=ronidng of cight nonge
01l militory of fiooro==of o lorth Victamene co:pentor im Dghe An (rovinoa,
the birthploce of North Vicotnrmeso Prorddont Ho Chi Minh situntod above tho
i7¢h perallol soparnting the tvo Tiotninos

fnoo o Commundst ouwoh oo 1don il or liom defootn to ro Mllied unit op
outpooty ho 1o itmedintely ¢ Lkong %o tho noorent Opon ’mmo @ Contory oo of which
boo boon constructed im cooh of Vietnon®s 44 provincess Thorey ho ond his frnily
iive for 45 dnyng thoy ore gdven nt govon it onponooy foody clothing
ronrdn for monorona Meoupght in ond superfiocicl politicol indoctrntions Tho v
roturnce 1o coreoonod, intorrontod ond olopsificd into nmilitory or politicnl

enteporicn and ronktos Thony tho defeotor, or reoturnoe oo the Vie moneno
povorpnont ©olds hing 4o froe to go to his homo villaco, 4F 4% do mlfativo:ly
sefe from Cormuniot doninetion, or to find jobno in tho oitione Moot profor to
roturn hoooe Rouchly 20 por cont choone to coeve the Ve Vietnrmene povesnnent
in cithor nilltney unito op in porenilitery dutdeny ~woh oo poyohologionl

neforo, ntolligonse o police ozl
{lioz )
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Notusneog "0k 2o ldon “ho haveo ne Pelatives living in Scuth
Viotnrny o "hooe ono villages lic in the Coonunict cone svo given the chomoe
to livo in oo of 10 hoalcls ocopuodolly bullt for sions A totod of S0 of thone
hemloto, Doucing 9000 fauiilcn, o@e to Do canplotod By the ond of 15CT, 4m
ono froot of tho program that 1 Pesciving iadroucing otteation dy Vietnomeno
govornnent offiodolos

Ldon idves in $ho Open “sme henlet neomed Phuomg lorng (Goldon Soglo)y
whioh heusoe U2 moturnocny 17 ™ives of Poturnoes, 44 ehiliven, 3 mothor=in
mothorr=in=limy 23 fmordoan-doperted pics and o countlone mumbor of dusko ond
homotorse 500 hanlot leatly sprovls erdd suger eape ficlde end nonee
emoven %0 tho Toor of o brond-pov, but otill wuscd agrlouiturel toohndord
eohoole Houghly ten adr mdles fyon the noethecctore fPdnge of Uoligons
Jon “on libut oizbaco, tho bamlot 4 eomotontly buffoted by the Jot velsen of

trozdoon Seobarn, tFenmsperts ord helicontere ofrciing in » domodng trefilo
pottorn ~hove 1t Nesmal seomwersation dm tho hrolet bolow in rosvlorly orancd
by tho Jot dimg Idon rmilce clfichly oo he miches the orbitting plomes ond
reo-1ls his previous ononpodos moppdng tho Jot cirberons

{ricro)



ned as though 2 glont coodkio=cutter rother
gne Bach of the 28 duplex houses han
size of a tennio courte £ comont flourw-
ytnap=-has heen leid for eache Villogers
ames for the walls, vhich nre pocked
¢ willoe Bach building ins topped with 36
1 supplies—-tin rooing, coment, niils,
. wwe VTiectnemese government fronm Americomn

cwods used Jor thoe oconomis doveloovment of v:ieman‘a Tho

o 5,1:

to be worth rogy roughly 70 pounds eache Each morning and afterrcon, in roin
or sun, the villogers continue thelr mem meticuious task of building 22
more duplex houscag then $he village will house 100 fomilicce

Becouse the hoamlet lies within thoe defense perimeter of Tan Som Fhut
airbase, 1t is relotively—-but only relatively=ssecurce Viclunrmesc govermment
soldioras in nearby villeges provide protecticns In its onme yoar of cxisiemce, the
hamles g hre yet to be nttackeds But onc=guarter mile dovm the roody Viet Cong
guerrillas stols govermment pepors from a meighboring villoge headqu rtersy
thre toned 4o kill the village chicef and smachoed office furniture with
mechotos, hommers ond rifle buttss (A x Viewrmese homlet is an aduinistrative

sub=diviaion of o villoge)e OCGianty cight-engine B=-92 sAC aircoraft ococasionally
bemb 50 close “o the homlot that chunke of the frogile mud walls shatter to the

7S
1o floor. moller Americsn toctical fihter~bombers rorulorly lounch airctrikes

four miles from the hanlet, sending muchroons of mmoko into the e
(More)
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e aa-GomPl mtow=liiko othoar Vietrrosee villagere in 0osuUre 2retoms
hovo tho -ht to vote in both villags and matiznnl cleotions. In ithe fren
Axng bomlotsy theo sda-oon honlet counoil are ell fozuey Commdcte, In
Golden mmg sho ohiof 45 o wgermfrand, 4 =yons-old formes
Viota fong Joputy badtt-lion commonder nomcd Ho Cong é Thanlr—hic n oo Doane
“public wooone” A Coomund ot Perty menbor nimen 1951, Thenh dofectled in Inte
1965 boonuro, "I "ma no tived of the 'mwe I started fighiing in 1540 {candnot
the Trewoh ccloninliote « I bad boen Jighting for o longy long tinee Dorn
in touth Vietnom, he Mves vith his vife and four childvon in the wrlet hore
ho recoivo: » mondhly oolery of 2900 plestres (roughly Ted powmds a2criing)e

The impronddng mumder of Commmdst defectoro--the chief indox of suocens
of tho proTuneis or oting nore eddlind frotic adnimdoterotive ond oconomic
hosdaohos for 4o Open fmo offioialo. The Golden Bogle hemlet is tyydoal of
meny of ihonu@ peochioms, vhich the ca~Comnmunists e dosimning to geuable nbouts
Tn tho Amlioty the govornmoms hue provinedks to Jloteiduto 200 ~owwe
metorae of 1ond per roturnce for vogetnble growing. The Toturnees semelodn thet She
soverpment has yot %o do so--—but even £% i doen, the cedl contodns ro much
alum not much ocould be preduceds

Tho ~ovorment also promiced that 50 of the roturncen vould boformed
into rmeaicl sowndn desdsmod to prepogniise moretmsw noorby villogero obout the
Open fgmn prorrong dut for four nenths nmo poyohooke have beon Pecoivids “Thino
45 » very hosd 1ifcp we & laok slot of mntorial thinge ond 0 noed cur

pogehooks,”  ono Horthomor cxploinode
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e

tnoo o nonth 2n Amoricnn oild iopy nodionl termn otope in the
villoge to naciot the niok ond an /merdcon dentol oo occordomnily vicdto to
pull mohine toothe But, thoro in no dvisltebic "mter mecr the homlote fho
oenolo ond ditohos aro fiiled =ith bittor alum wotors tho yiver «ith ~olt
wmtors Loomonta o the govermmont for & deily tonieelocd of pusdfiod woter
hove gone nhoodods

Oron ftEs or Aznn offiolcls, woll aowe of tho problomny owe momiing
Beed %o £ind solutionss But some solutions con not bo found for B guora, Tho
seotme of reotuntive lomd in nocuroy goverunonteconteolled somws thot oon bo
dintrituted $0 U oon fene Poturnoos All continue to Do very iimitod omd
®olr tively poor qunilty watil lorgo chumics of $ho countryaldo owe pocificd op
until the conorel intemsity of the wholo ver dinind cho dindndchoce

"It%0 pront WO 6Fc gotting ov nony Fonrncoo=-it meons tae YA
Viot Con- ore in sorfous trouble,® ono Ono Opon Ammo officiol explodnode “But
oo hove no nony problems Soking oore of thomy i1t's » mircole tuoy don't go
Book: to the Coomuniatn,” Dut fow of thom doe Lsplednod Wring Lotus Liony
Chino o=te inod formop adybone nop crtdet deiuxe, “iven thio dveb iife on tho
prtionnlint ~dde 1o bottor thon fighting in the Jungloo *ith tho Uommumd6%ne”

Ve,
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