vy 1lip

huong 1 (normass/deepe)

SAIGON, MAY 20--President Nguyen Van Thieuts appointment of

schoolicacher Tran Van Huong as a new and preatifioue Prime Minister h%
p T RAAL
is regnrded here as having the px'imar;;

wnifying Vietnam's

atomized non=Communist political sroupings—-a necessary step whether

the eoanmy'n future brings pescey wﬁ more w'ry or a curious mixture of both,
Informed sources bolieve iEmm a collateral purpose of 1} g‘reo‘cer

unity 2mong Vietnam's non-Communists may be to dampen any potential defections

cither to the Viet Cong or its newly-formed sateilite grouping called the

Alliance for Nrotionaly Democratic and Peade Forces, The Communists have

been making = bid for more support from urban intellectuals, educntors and

profescional pé personalities, while urging urban uprisings ageinst the

constitutional government of Prosident Thicue
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Yhether J’ Huong--his nome means "perfumct=—gsucceeds or foilg
in the future remains a pivotal question, Already he is facing

difficultics in forming end officizlly naming hLis nzs;j; Cebinet, reliable
rFong

t1ll wide disagreoments

<]

sources reports fThere is

politicians he hes contacted, these =ources report, and some powerful

Vietnomose generals, including % Vice Precsident Nguyen Coo Ky, arc
P e

known to bo unhappy about Huong's 9 appointment. Some of W

these discontentod generals met ot the Presidentisl P'}ac ian Eo:;g;:y-—

thus fueling more rumors of possible military action op
O preéssure on Huonge Buty no unsutherized movements of Vietnamcse troops

have becn witnessed, informed sources roporty and the capital population

)

cemed more concerned with the Communists' frequent rocket attacks into t%

e

o
homes and Iﬂiﬂt police stations, rather than the difficultics within the

governmente

Oytgoing Prime Minister ﬁﬁgen Van Loc and his 18-member Cabinet,
who resigned en masse Saturday to pave the way for Huong's cabinet, is currently

scting as o coevetrker governmentyy ©fficial sources report.

f
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The appointment of Huong himself is not regarded here as a major

ﬁ@ﬁﬁ& forwar ten townrdg & internnl negotistions with the Viet Congs
W’d

tﬁggﬁz the most 1t ?gé described ag opening up the option of subtled sidesteps
or converasations towards some beginning of an arr&gﬂment with the Viet Cong,
if either side so decides. The internal "peasce" picture may be clarified

later thl weuk wben the foreign minister is nameds The ourrent foreign

j Vs B b
i I F i J e Ty e
i
»»ag’,

mlnleterd-”ho mlght remain in office-——has publicly said that the reshuffle of the

government would not affect its foreign policys
Vhile some of Huong's ﬂé entourage is considered hore to be ncutralist-

inclined, the 3 policy-making decisicons of the executive branch

regide here in the hands of the President; the prime minisér is considered
as "the chief minister responsible for execution of policy,™ &s one Vietnamese

political scurce observeds The Vietnamese constitution has formul ted

b S o

a government that e halfhPresidential and half-pasrlismentary system, much like

Py
S

President Cha lss DeGaullets govermment in France or the g@ current

gov.roment of South Koreo.
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Huong's primery mission of achieving some unity anmong the
non-Comnunist political factions here bsy, in fact, regarded as an

essential pre-condition before an internal political settlement agrecable

qai g;on regxme. Vietnamese
7

politicirng m-%- argue thoet ﬁ’ the Viet Grm;m '*re ?unlfied, disciplined

are allowed into a

to all sides oon seriously be entered into & by the

and dynamic political force in the South—and if they

m ’’’’’’ coalition government, they would "swallow® up their non~Communist

opposition at wille But, these politicions arguey, 1if somchow the

non-Communist groupings can he wified into a @ cohe sivo force, +then a

@ conlition govermnment need not be a pelitical defeat for the %‘

Communi sts~~and perhaps some persons might be & induced to desert the
C

Viet Cong ranks.
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Officielly, the American‘ﬁ Mission here reg@rdeq the change of

i A

ﬁb government as "an internal Vietnamese matter," a!%’wéfused to comment
on the move., An official spokesman said the American govermment backed no
B -

porticular candidate for the-g?%'prime minister-ship. However, privately,

informed sources indicate Ambassador Ellswqrth Bunker had supported a2 change

frdes

e a2 f

e S

in the Cabinet and the Prime Minister after the Communist Tet offensive

in late January ““nd he supported the nomination of Huonge. But, the

post=Tet chonge of government, widely rumored at the time, became bogged
=,

down in Victn'mese bickering and¢@a543t1§£%§§f The @ Communists' sccond

- ;
ground offensive into the czpitaly largely unsuccessful in s military sense,

novertheless created more economic and b political problems for the Loc
gevernment, while at the same time lowering its prestige. : Hence, the
current urgency of t?ﬁugcvornmsnt chonge--and before President Thieu viaits
the United Stz%u;;i:tﬁé)tlma when Vietnam is facing inereased wer pressure

by the Communists around the cities, more political subversion within the cities,

v the uncertainty @f peace talks in Paris.
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