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BAIGOl-=These are the politicel mistakes thatb
high-placed sources in Saigon believe the United States has
mede during the past decade of involvement in Viet Nam.

4, The Ameriecan political posture in Viet lam
has been ecsentlally negabive, rather then positive, that

is cssentinlly anbi-Communist, rather thoan yrﬂééamath&ng,
The avazuhﬁlmiﬁg;im@raﬁsiaa is that the Anerican policymalers

are attempting "o stem the tide of Communist aggreseion”

or "to toach fanoi a lessons” This imnlieé a status quo
o pﬁ&i&iﬁﬂl~a& politicel @aaatian in a caunbmy that is changing
" in its post-colonial development, and 10, indeed, fighting

fcr change, «
“llothing negetive has cver pmailm over somebhing

pogitive,” one ﬁeatamu'miliaary expert explaine&. Une of
the most frequenbly asked questions by Vietnamese ceptains
and majors on the batblefront is ®What ave we fighting for?"
as they telke one look et the political turmoil in their rear

aves of Soigone"
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yhile some Americens in Seigon pay come lipservice
o the principles of frecdon and democracy, these are, a8
one American govermment employee explained, “hollow words
thot moen little in € Asia.” As onc Yestern diplomat
oupleined, the Westerm conceplis of democrecy and freedom have
never been simplified end codified as have the Communist X
iﬁ&ﬁl@gﬁ;' There are no Americen priners for denccPocy as
shere are Commumnlst primers for revolubtlon.

“Upne can n&%;unﬂswaﬁanﬁ rvhese Anerican principles
unless he hag veaped the benefits fm of them, -of seen then

fipet hand,” one Western diplomet empleined, Hence,. ho expleined,
the prineiples in uhiﬁh Amﬂriaana béli&?ﬁ must be hranalaﬁe&.

demonstrated cnd vianﬁli&aﬁ by fnr the Viatnﬁmaaamwﬁy
Vietnanese g@?@rmmanﬁuwﬁnﬁ Lhia has ye@ o ba done.

Hence, the first polivical pxmnlam during the paot
&e@ﬂﬁé haavbaan to vealise there is a political problemww
and o act positivelys

2. The American policymelsors view the battle in
viet Nem es priscipally, if nol solely, & milivary operation,
ogainst avmed Communist guerrillas, Thoy are operating
dvametically on cne front while the Sammuniaﬁa are operating
on six fponto--political, economie, soclal, cultural,

peychological and nilitory,.all inﬁegrate& into one ﬂawaxfux
strean of warferc. ~
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“guppose you lose your billfold in a dark place,”
one Vietnanese provincial official explained, "Dut you
insist on looking for it where there is light because it is
easior, Well, you are now looking for the Communists in
the light place--the nilitary ficld-s ~but you never, nover
 £ind them all--they are alsc whered you refuse to look.”

During the pest deaaﬂe,Q%*L“gaa séent on the
‘militéry Aspistance Propgran for weapong, ﬁanka,wqmgunition
for the Vietnamese armed forces, In ad&iﬁinﬁi%&LlCﬁg%'anenﬁ
in Vietnan i‘r@m, American economic aid funds. fautz 5 of t;he

g

economic aid was for the purpose of paying the
the national army through the commercial import prograns
(These fipgures emcludes the saleries of /merican servicomen
and governgent officiels, and all théir operating coslo,

semkos gosoline, perts fme.edé” onmnition for American-owned
equinent in American units).

‘It's another matber that the viﬁtnamese national
arny was built o counter an iavesion instead of the
guerrillas, and that once the "slow movion invasion" began
a year ago the army wes slow in re=-actings

%, There is no grand, dramatic political strategy
for winning the political war in South Viet Ham comparable
$o the dramebtic military actions,
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The bombing reids, in North Viet Eam,'hava not
or cannot win the peliticael waw witbin the &wuﬁhg but without
them the war could navar’havﬁ been won==oxr conta&neﬁw«@acauae
of the sucteined influx of ﬁeﬂth Vietnameaa tnee@a, wﬁa@aua,
end much nore s&gnifieanﬁ, palitical 1aadarahip codre, If
the raida have no® won tha Vo, ﬁawava@, ihey have in effect
won timﬁwwﬁhey have praviaaﬁ.tha time to act palitieally. A

aﬂ&ﬂﬁ%ﬁ iu &aigan now hope far en anﬂrmaua political
DONbD==0® nnaleax'yrcyar%xansumﬁa ﬁQV®§ES the adverse 9011%1&31
hi&ﬂ. ﬁeaae, @he militaxy ap&w&@i&nﬁ wnuld n@ﬂ be congidered
oo an end in.nhamselvas‘ as is now the aase, buﬁ vhe means
to an anﬁwman hsnaat, effiaianﬁ &evafnmant, a lend reform
program for the gaa#aats, a amaﬁhing medical-oducational
progren vhat vould ésealate the nation ccondmicelly and cataw
pult iﬁ'sﬁéiallyayoziﬁiaally into the 2Uth century. Henco,
these sources appue, ihe elaborate and effeetive pilitary
battle plane have in effcet glven the nation time o formulate
and implenent a macsive bhueprint for the politicalweconomnic=
social development of Viet Nam, Instead of Vielnan being
simply & nilivery battleground, it would also become a
political showplacc. '
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“We lock any politicel imegination,” one young American
government civilian employee explained, "Ve ave fighting
apeinet revolution, How can we expect to win, It's like
advocating the murdering of mother.”

Uno Western ambassador sald that 1t was "politically
inodnissible® that 200,000refuspecs in the central pert of the
comntry--victing of an autumn flaa&i Communist terrorisn and
friendly bombing reids--had not been made a symbol of the
pro-inerican revolution by ﬁh@ Vietﬁamase‘gﬁv@wnmaaﬁg "Thoy
are glven chariflyy rice and propegande lectures--they should
be put in fectories and apartment houses o show the world the
gggggigglﬁ%agéggigg §2§u§g§§u§§§tm§%&givajﬁa19 by the ﬁavaﬁnment
and return to Viet Cong areus.

Another source criticized the imeérlcan officials for
not foreing the Dlen regime yéars ago to ecstablish "conters
of progperity” in wvhich the Vietnanese ﬁaayle and the culside
world could coe the vesulis of Amordcon presence. One Westeorn
milibary source deeried the feet that for 10 years Amerdcan
has been lounching o canntam»gusrriil&s aaera% anwmyaﬁ now
thay had the means to mevuzuﬁianiza the tgt&l nature of war
ita@mfuwhe advocated that insteaﬁ of k&ilimg gaopla with mortars
and bombe ﬁarmuniab battalions could be ceptured by the use
of mﬁnw&ethal gas, that instesd of killing the Coumunists,
they could be defesbed simply giving them a tummy aches
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Une highe-ranitding Western official decried the fact
that televigion had not been introduced in Vietnan as a
mneoané to relay g&verﬁmanﬁ propegoanda to the villages, to
cducate the children and Yo show adult films on better
favming wethods, Hore then three years ago, privete
Jepancse compunies made proposals for thigy the Jepanese
guvaﬁnm@ﬁt‘haa tentatively 0££éxﬁd vechnicel assistance
and funde. A bvelevision station would cost ghalf-nillion
dollarsy successive ?ietaameaﬂ povernnents have postponed
the &amiai@ﬁ on thisj American aubthorities sppear cool vo
the ideaj cconomic plamners ave nore interested in Japen's
contribution to a $9 million dollar bridge for the lMekong
dver.
4, The United States has political power in

Viet Nam, but chooses not to use it; yot at this time the
Seigon is too weak to act with political dymemlsn and
aff@sti#ﬁmaas. '

. e have vhe power o take names and kick fannles,
one American explained, "Hut we don't do it. Ve ave still
timorous about interfering in & nation's interna %faffaisaa”

One Western subassador seid: "The first basic faull in

the systen,”one.lesbesn-dnbessaden-enplalnedy
too respectful of Vietnam independence 50 you do not
interfore in making decisions on great issucs-eond in mp
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By opinicn you should-wwhile instesad you ere vory perticular,
you pester them on smell thinge of almost no imsortance.
This creates the wrong impression ond does not pet the
resulis, Your instruetions should be more articulate but
fewern."

Anericen penersis, colonels and eaptains admit they
do not tullk politics with their Via%naméaa military counter-
partsy end no other American egency has been given the
responsibility of cemonving all the fighting Vietnamese
politicel faati&nﬁ ﬁﬁgﬂﬁhexg This is in contrast o the

Viet Cong and the Communist apparatusw-a guerrilla is first

o |

and foremost a @ulitisaﬂEQanﬂ them & soldiery the Communist
politicel celre--porh ps{ziﬁh-:niy the ponk of gergoantme
decides what vlllaeges will be ctbacked, and the militery
comnmander, with a »ank of major, followe his orders,

The Viot Cong militory spperetus is of a sccondary,
supporting nature to the Communist political machine; hence
imericen's efforts to defeat the puerrilla a%ill.haa ngﬁ'
defeated the politleal subversive. American advigors in the
@févinnea adGumit that even once the Conmunist guorrillas are
defeated, otill the Communist politicel cell infrastructure
in the village is rorvely destroyed,
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The introduction of new French faces on mainstrect
of Sailgon, ﬁh@'insxeaﬁiﬁg number of pro-neubtralist
Vietnenese who have arrvived from Peris, anﬁ,thnusan&s of
pro-neutralict and pr Q~6am&animt Vietnanese vho have been
released frou prison wibthin the past 16 months is more
importont in the subversive field than the 1nﬁraéucﬁian
of Americon combat merdines end peratroopers is in the
awa&tarwgm@mviXLa nilitery field. :

"yith the amount of money you are spending in the
military !iélé,“ one Vietnamese mejor expleined, "you
could buy all the land from the landowners and give it to
the peasants. You could pave V1at Wam with gold,"

A #1155 mme howitzer shell costs 8703 a 500-pound
general purpose bomb costs $180--and tens of them are
wpmaaﬁ daily and ns.gmzly in vmt: *“fem; ' :
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