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K _ (\The u. S. Ravy is again engaged in river warfar
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since the American Civil War. This three-part report examines Mmerica’s

e-~for the first time

Rice Paddy Navy in ¥immix Vietnam. This first xe article details the

U. S. Navy's biggest river battle in a century).

L A- B SePEm B 185570
The Battle of Smoopy's Nose begen ot 7¢30]ad pink bludhes

swirled into the dawmscape. Fifty miles from the ses, a oaravan of 23
Us 5. Navy riverboats trekked forwerd in double file, like giant
ironslad turtles, The caravan left the moin channel of the k tobacco-tinted
Melkong River and turned north into a small g streamlet called Ba BRei,
Americats Rice Paddy Navy was lemning to lend an Army infantry batialion
two miles upstream around the bulbous curve that to the sailors
renembled the snout of Oharli@‘}sroum's cartoon canine companion,

suddanl& it happened}! "I'm sick =nd teking omn water,"
Delta Taxi, the lead miniature minesweeper, radioced., Por the next four
hours, the U, S Navy fought a hectic melee--it's longest, vIBUL ‘
bloodicst river battle in a century. From the shore, khaki~clad
Viet Cong reguleors with red neckerchiefs hid in nud~baked bunkers and
hurled bazooks=styled @ B-40 rockets at the mini-Navy., The
rockets! hent-tongues, of several thousand degrees Fehrenheit, bore
hole after hole, the size of fE6SIW, nickels, in the insh-thick

gteel gun turrets and sprewed thimbles of molten metal over the

Americen gunneras

(More)



LS

peepe

River-~page 2

Instantly, Neval guns spit out their projectiles——~incendiary
S
dem;-sézkglgups and ssucers. Fluffy puffballs erupted like white cotion
bloasoms., Firing from ship to shore was so close~—~only twenty five yardg;;*
Bimericon troopers, from behind their armered cages, hurled hand grenadesL€
(SN2 A .
as though® the§~!-a’§ed~hot baseballs. The sho§§d?istanna prevented a
: "

fow Communist bazooka shells from having time Lo ang explode; they

carcened hermlessly off the boats like iron confetti. Within the armored

WA=
turrets, the temporatures gpew so intense anﬁ/éﬁgii;;der passed out from
heat exhausfion. The firing was so furious one Navy gunner aimed his weapon iﬁ
with his knees, while using his hands tp grab more ammunition. One young
gunner Tired three weapons ﬂimultancou,ly‘ As ampunition within the turretaiii
was exggended, Army soldiers below passed forwsrd more caseloads; one hand-
loaded 40 mm, cannon, the standard Warld war II enti-sircraft weapon, thus
belehed out 500 rounds in an hcur.L___pe rounds were flying so fast and
heavy you could walk on them," one sailor recalled. An incandescent
carpet of smcke-heat ro-e above the battle scene and kissed the lowhhangin%5
river=hottom fog. Three times the Naval commander ordered all his guns

to ceasefire "so I could see what was going on."

(more)
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4N 730 ot MMJ %*
. : Delta Taxi and her sister-sweeper, Miss Carriage, ~
had been hit by eleven bazooka roundsj each of their eight-man crews wos wounded,
5 ;
The force of the bullets spun the baatfaround, like lazy tops, and they
floundered dawnrivar.!fﬁt 7333, the next two vescels in the caravan, the
heavily armed baby battleahipebaame under m!!ié&ng'withering attacke Rocket

fire shattered the machinegun of Nonitor River Rogue, knocked out the radig

wounded the boat captain and three others. The vessel swerved wildly

of control =nd ran aground on the fiery beach. Nearby, command boat Vini

Vidi Viei was hit by such forece the boa? captain and erew were blasted
to the deck and the commander of the ﬁhoia naval operation was momentarily .;
knocked unconscious. Soon, the veteran commender, Lt. Cmdr, Francis E.
(pUsty) Rhodes, Jr., of Norkfolk, Va., was back on his exposed topside

positionj once he saw the red neckerchiefs of two Viet Conﬁafggging the

ares, dropped his command radio mouthpiece, picked up’ﬁﬁlé’and killed

T

both of them,

SRR Y s

(More)
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At 7235, the second lead Monitor Why Not was hit directly in
e

n the forward turret; one sailor was killed and 2Py

the engine end
woundeds A Navy lieutenant rushed to the aid of the wounded. He was k
killed by the third round, The wounded were wounded again, Within minutes,

e

the whole crew of eleven were casualitiemj Wext in the caravan camc the
e

trooa transport vameir/ each carrying a 40-man L of Army soldiers.

The \(arggntuan was splatt®red by two rockets. Her radio was knocked out.

Buty alone she proceeded upriver, braving the mile-long gauntlet of

comhnist shot and shells Alone; sh regghed. the o’bjeotive area, named

Beach White 2, osnd unloaded the Army Isolated, she was ordered to

(/ VoS n
re-load the troops and return dobnriver, again n’mg,z through the mile-lon§

~ERoug J
Communist infernos All but one of the crew was woundedj a young seaman 'the

boat back, The second troop carrier, Wild Angels, was hit near the fantail =

where three of the seven-man crew were wounded, A small Army fiberglass
motorbo:sit trailing behind was set afire like cellophane and flames spouted

fifteen fect skyward.

(More)
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After fifty minutes of fighting, the Mobile Riverincwiemt

returned dovnsteiem to re—organize, evacuate their wounded, re-man the

§ h’m\)[ 1‘1&’_£M
boats and replace their damaged vessela.gééga | the caravan came under

withering Communist fire and another touch-and-go battle began. Again,
oUR

the lead minesweepers, Green Crabber and_Dalut Dragon, were hit; 8 troop

carriers tock eleven rocket and recoiless rifle rounds. Again; another
Army fibreglass putt-putt spouted flam%afiftsen fect high, One Communist shapé
charge hi . t tarpaulin canopy above the Army's troop pit on Big
Boy Pete; the canopy fountained into flames. One soldier and one sailor
were killed; seventeen——or nearly half the so dié? aboard--were wounded.
B:j; jﬁéval gunmanship again found its mark;FéArmy soldiers fr4mtheir armored

compartments fired machineguns, grendde launchers and rifles from the

gside of their gunboats as though they were shooting -Feeem

ting from 0ld West wagon trains. The

iury of gunfire again riveted ship-to-shoye carpeting along the walls
ey
of the river bottom. BuH, fthe ironelmds/speu forward, surging through

the brown waters and fleming gunfire. At 10348 all boats reached (Btheir
objective and landed the Army troops at Beach White 2,)] When the smoke

had cleared, 18 of the 23 vessels had becn hit; some suffered eight major
holes and countless niches, but 2ll were in operating order a day later.
More sailors suffered casualities then soldiers: 3*lavy killed, 70 woundedj
12 Army killed and 58 wounded, More significant, more Viet Cong than

Americens were killed~-213 confirme by boigzqi?t, plus, villagers reported,
hundred of others sampaned out ldtar.'/f urtecn Viet Cong had beenlt

confirmed killed for every American that died in action. Six hundréa\
m\.—/ : i \
Communiat bunkefﬁ‘wwoe—u§§i§;;ed and large quantities of war nmunitions

captured. e
<
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N\ Hoksburg on July 4, 1863, which opened the Mississippl River énd solSsored

the Confederacy so that, as President Abrahem Lincoln wrote, "The Father of

Waters agein goes unvexed to the s&a.” As the Mississippl River Monitors undex
Rear Admiral David D. Porter successfully carried the war into the heart of
Dixielendy, so the glokox}g mverk Monitors 104 years later, in the Battle of
snoopy' s Nose, ‘;qcussfully carried the war into the Viet Cong's backyard.
20th~century Navy, famed for ocean-»to-ooeaz: supre?a,cy)'

Ameﬁca' s § S :r'.‘:u;;ﬁ" ¥ i ’;;“ 5

was agein fighting a.n"oooau-river" conflict as 1t had done in the 4

%;A £ f& < e e B A‘fg fL: _,# :.,;;_w, Q 3.

" smerica's salt water Nevy has been expanded to fight a muddy water war

eighty miles inland," one senior officer explained. "Naval warfare used to be

impersonal —- we X never saw our enemy except with GVCPeltuUemesEsUn roder or

from airplanes; Now we are Tighting nose-to-nose with them as well."

(more)
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¥hile the bombing of North Vietnan has & gained the i‘ocuu of 8 ﬁf’i ,;gmﬁq

headlines and controversy, the Navy's role in and around sSouth Vietnam
has followed the broad stratogy of the American Civil Var. First,df to
blockade the infiltration of war materials from the sea. Second,

internally, to tie an =y aqua~knot around tho'@myts free movement of

"”é g‘ A "51 f(ﬂm‘ ‘N[‘x,‘f S
food, weapoms and manpower, Third, to destro, ' e bases and

main force units.

During 1865, 450 Union vessels, including ferryboats andd
commercial steamers, imposed an iron blockade arcund the 3,000-mile
Confederate coastline, concentrating on primcipal seaporfs. A century
later, 55 U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships, reinforcing 200 Vietnamese
patrol junks, have d established a 900-mile sea blockade around sSouth
Vietnam, concentirating mostly on the wilderness swamp and jungled areas
the Viet Cong are forced to use. This Vielnamese operation, aided by

patrols of aireraft earé-yiﬂpg.ﬁenﬁtivejtection equipment, has in the

past two years netted eix iiron-hulled trawlers, mostly of North Vietnam

origin, and chased two others back to Chinese comminist woters.

(More)
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Implementing the femed Anaconda Plan during the American Civil
Wwer, the Union Navy knocked out Confederate river foris and installations,
thus sealing the Mississippi River, to constrict the flow into the Confederacy
of valuable foedstuffs and raw materials from the West, particularly Texas.
Today, in Victnam, the Navy stretegy is similar — to knock out the Viet Cong

Tif?"o:ri::ifiee. bases; such as at Snoopy's Nose, and to interdict the flow of Viet

Cong materials across the major branches of the Mekong River.

At the tactical level, America's inland water war in Vietnam is
conducted: in much the seme way Rear Admiral Porter fought along the Mississippi.
"River werfare can't chamge that much," one naval commander in Vietnam %o

npe in the battle of ‘the Mississippiy we try to ﬁ force and flank Rhsdeedeny

strongpoints along the Mekong channels. LThe differense is in the cnemy strategy =

not in ours. The Viet Cong hasn't engeged us in ship=to=-ship battles, ®mk which
dramatized the Civil Wer. And the Viet Cong strongpoints are not permanent

strongpoints. We put pressure on the Viet Cong and they fade away to set up &

5.t o
bunkered M in & new place., They have mobile Vicksburgs."
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