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(Note to Bditors Plesse hold this until T eable that
Gen. Khiem has been nsmed No, 2 man in the new governments I

might also cable an insert or correction when his new position b

becomes official),

SAIGON-~Seventeen years ago, two young cadets graduated as
classmates from a French military acsdemy in the moumtainous Jungles
bordering Cambodia,.

One was a dynamic "HHEE
khanh, The other was shy; soft~spoken 2/1&.’ tren thien khiem,

Today, they are knowm as the Gemersls KH and sre the two

srant 2/1'%. nguyen

most powerful men im Viet Nam, They are the T key leaders om

whom Americam kas based their hopes for o Plnimd
M
victory sgainet Cemfitfst Viet Cong Communist guerrillass But 4+
the tasks before the two generals encompass more than military

tactios or strategys, They must also clearly solve the formidable
political problems facing the country-—-of building a ﬁg political

unity among nationalist fpmas strong enough to counter the
¢ O v’/

‘Podibviwaimgwo Communist

‘_ Sountryside wepe—tlre=whes ey TR Sod
“&mhan 'nonninﬂ “sne wharn emmmmi et s n++mt1

@ amongst the peaamtc in the
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Maj. Gen, Khanh was recently elected by his military junta

as President of the Republic of Viet Nam, He is alsp Supreme
Commander of the Armed ForceS, Lt. Gen. Khiem——with one mpmemsshnx

higher rank than Gen. Khanh—is Minister of Defense, Commender-isn
in=Chief of the mo& ces and Vice President of the Republiec. M
/2t (fioe Qb Bﬁw@‘i
Both were born if the ern provinces of ¥ietnam, Khanh
the som of/m s wealthy landowner and Khiem the som of & middde-class
"Bire At Pomoonk Bd, T Dot ) - LGP~ Sog otk
family.  During the closing days of World Wer II, both fought ’ /'
in the @ Plain of Reeds, ‘an a wasteland south of Saigom
which looks like thogprairiea of the 0ld Wes®, but ﬁ
prairies submerged in two feet of salt water.
Then: both J;: became cadets in the Frmuha Milditary
Acsdemy im Dalat, a mountain resort ¢ity north of Saigon. Of the
17 members in the olass, only 11 greduated--and these eleven are
among some of the most important field commenders amd sdministrators
now in the Khenh government. & During their school-days,
Khanh distinguished himself on the soccer field and earned the

affeotionate nicknome xSt

his ol smatose .
nammates aldo Fra s F T Kem—
Eight of these 11/them joimed for several months the Communist

&E“ Minh movement which was fighting French colonialism. @
Cin-theseerpirt-rere- Bmrdrend oy (More) _

of "Little Boy" from
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They supplemented their French-styled conventional warfavre schooling
with the realities of g Viet Minh guerrills warfare tactics-—a

combination which is of value to them today. Ironically, when the

v the,y were ;pn& e the au.pervisitm

T

of am cadre nemed Pham Ngoc hfi‘hm, now = hanh's prema secre*&:ar;y

and an influential political advisor,

As 1/1%84, both Khiem a nd Khank were married; Khiem to
e beautiful woman from a traditional familys Khanh %o an
even more baauﬁw;m%m had been meryied to a Viet Minh
enginner- who has since been seen in Peking and Moscows
After the French Indo-China war in 1954, both nm
Khanh and Khiem became stsunch military supporters of President
Ngo Dinh Diem, Khanh became & brilliant regimental team commander, but
was distrusted by Diems In 1958, he was command e of Zone ils
in the now battle-weary Mekong Delta arecea. H:IMWw was his

deputy. According to Khanhy; +the Cambodian newspapers at that
time carvied stories that the "colonels KH® might nf> launch

;2? &N

a coup 21@11 would o:r_;g Diem, & e, g Do . KI
Hyxx Two years alter, ho later, howwe::mneoame Chief of

Staff of the Joint General Staff in Saigome. Khiem became & colonel

ﬁ took over Khanh's commend in the delg. During the abortive
16 1960 paratrooper coup ageinst Diem, %w Khenhe-in his pajamas,

agnording to versions in Saigon--ran to the Palsce to convince
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Diem to negotiate with the rebels, Piirin The long hours of

negotiation gave Diem & chance %o call/iim troops and armored

cars from the provinces--including TH
; \ -
his é‘k units from theDelto~~%o routl the rebels, The Teager oF

Corac
military lesder of the paratroocper coup is is now one of Khanh's %ngé.,

division o %era named Sub ){-Lg-(}en. Nguyen Chenh Thi, , Sl @l

@MMW""’ e '2____74,1—9-/ ; - e Fo i

But during the next threo years, DOUHREICH and Rhanfl™ Lo, /) o &

] A O...-?zk,
the support of both"gém’- Khaiem and Khanh & for President Biem ¢ o) a%

5

inusll i t orisis of last R d-

cont nual y di Durwngv tixzﬂh}ddhia or: of las ;ye r,M o

\ Khanh, then a major-general er the northern Corps II, | £,

\ [

Vel
was known to be plotting a coupy, but according to %s reliable. ’ﬂ
Cfo
sources, an American CIA agent reported details of it to }r_es?,dmi%\“
by, Al

Dienm? roww Nhue  Meanwhile in Saigonjy Khiem
“ afme i .
s g staff officer in the Army headquarters, was sble to manipulate

troops. On November 1,1963, #eé his manipulation and executivn

of the coup plans of other generals brought down the House of
Ngo--President Diemy, his brother mm# Nhu'a wife now in exile &
in France, Diem's dictatorial broth in the Centrsl Provinces

(now executed) and another brother, Archbishop Ngo Dinh Thy

At ot sl

When the first military junta took power on Novehber 1, Khanh
told a group of military officers-agaim im Dalat~-thatx if the

military did not uphold the spirit of the revolution, he ﬁ would

launch his own coup against them,
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The other junta generals were evidently suspicious of him

and assigned him as I Corps commandery—as far from Seigon as possibles

pn S three monthes later, Khanh's vow %o
launch a coup against the oo% coup~makers came trues The om
junta generals had fiforgotten the other General KHy who
as Commander of III Oﬁ Corps controlled most of the @?” troops a
around Sailgone

Om: Jans 30, the other junta generals were arrested while
im their pajamas during am early morning raids They are still

exiled in city of Dslat, Khanh became premier m&lieﬂt his / o

}nini stz ; of%@ﬁ:&:e /% G%em-in-chi;j;;;ha 'Ar% /Fork??. /’/ f 70 /Q

During recent weeks, Saigow la:vished i rumors tha'b
Khiw would %aim attempt & coup--this time against the other
General ‘K’Ba Kha,nh's own SQ&;% security officers repeatedly
asked him whethex Khiem could be trusteds Always the
reply was "Gen, Khiem is my very good friend."

Asked by a newsmen whether there would be a coup, Khanh

laughed =nd answered, #The next coup will bw.

 pes e /Bh8 ourrent government reshuffle naming Kiln President and

allowing a herd-core of government officials loyal to him indicates
<¢7

his coup may now be in rg@;ﬁa&oesa underways Bul observers here
believe the success of the coup==and the dynamics of wimming the

mti“comuniat W@-balso; d@.m on the Otm., Gensral Ko

(e~d)
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#nclosed roll of undeveloped film shows khanh and &x Lt.
Gens Tran Thien Khiem (on the left with four stars on collar),

Teken by Bev Deepe.
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