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SAIGON, VIETNAM--The story of Ho Xuan Phuc--which means Spring Luck=-
is typical of many Communist defectorse e

Y

The 25-year-old artist, now sick and haggard-looking, was born ik Gt
Binh DTEMR Dinh province of South Vietnam, In 1955, @ at the age of 13, -he went

to the North with a group of youngsters from m hig province when Viéfham
was partitioneds He attended high school in Haiphong and at 19 entered some
of his art work in a contest. His talents were recognized, He was given a
acholarship to study and later to teach in the school of fine arts at

the University of Hanoi,

He found the students actively interested in politicsf and during brecks
from classes they eagerly discussed Soviet=Red Chinese political afrere
differencess "Most of the students were for Red Chinay," he explained, talking
softly, but confidently. "People in North Vietnam say the Rugsians want us
to lay down our armss, But the Red Chinese don't want the Viet Cong and
North Vietnemese to stop fighting, They want to fight on and win. In North
Vietnom, onc only a few are on the Russien side, but these are high-class peorle,

"Most people think China will determine vwhether North Vietnam wins or
loses the war, The students and people in Nerth Vietnam of;ten talked about atomi

o il tomic bomb
bombs, They think the United States will never, never drop an a ¢ bom
on North Vietnam, And they think the Russians and Chinese have more atomic

bombs than the Americansge"
(More)
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Phue ‘@n volunteered to return to his native province as o
civilian propagandist. In 19664 during the New Year truce he heg&m she long
trek Southy leaving his mother in Hanol,mwi while his vounger brother 4
##% trained as an electrical engincer in North Koreas. Gradunlly, however, e
found thnt North Vietnemese propagands was untrues

"They told me four-fifths of the South ﬂetnaﬁese people and territory
were controlled by the Viet Cong," he explained, flexing his thin, bony
fingerss "They said the Vietnamese govermment army wae alrveady disbanded
without headquerters or camps and that they would join the Viet Cong to
fight % agrinat the Americense 'Ph}" caid e Americans did not fight so well
as govermment ﬂqldiers.

"But once in the Southy I saw things were differents I had to live
in the junsle and hids 211 the time; FHESEYPTs four-fifths of the area and
people rvere’A not controlled by the Viet Cong. I was an artist, but had no
nateriel to work vith. I heard sirplene bombs and mortars everydayj bombs
d;c&p;get‘i 15 meters from mes After seven months I thought all of us would be
killed and the North Vietnemese defeateds" -

He rallied to the goverrment side, bringing a packege of Viet Cong

documents with hims

(More)
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Today, Phuc is drawing propaganda leaflets to be dropped to his former
comrades by a joint American~Vietnomese psychologicel warfare battalion in
thé Ue 3¢ Marine headquarters city of Denang, He hag slso dravm an oil
portrait of President Lyndon B, Johnson, which was hand-corried to Washington
and preefesate presented to him by a vigiting Texas Congresswoman, The
Americeon First Lady sent Phuc a cordizl letter of uppreciation.

Phue is one of 60,000 persons who switched sides to join the
Vietnzmese govermment's Open Arms program, called Chieu Hol in Vietnamese.

I+ is one of the most promising and potentially significant operations in
the countrys Under the program, full~time ox partntimerﬁommunists, or
other goverrment dissidents in alliance with them, are promised humane
treatment, a partial amnesty, full oitizenship rights and Fo= resettlement
in South Vietnezmese soclety if they ctop fighting or undermining the
Vietnamese governmente

The program serves as & political escape hateh for those weary of
fighting in the Communist zZones--and government officials are heartened
by the increase in mmm the numbers@ﬁiiiiﬁh In 1966 alone, 204242 persons
defected from the Communist zones'in south Vietnam--which is egual to
one-third of all Communists killed or captured by all Allied forces during the

year. The 1967 figures are TEpeey expected to double to more than 40,000,

(Moxe)
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The progrem has assumed a high-priority status; it was a significant
part of discussions at the seven-nation Manila Confercnce last Ootober and at
the Cuem Conference this gpring wherc President Johnson met Prime Minister
Neuyen Ceo Ky ond other 88§t South Vietnimese govermment leaderse On the
battleficldy; Vieinamese and Amorican troops are constaantly nmgm urged
to treat Open fArms returnces humanely. South Korean commanders have also
emphasized the program; a South Korcan and South Vietnamese officers necarly
came to blows once to sce who would gein credit for one returnces Use Su
Merines gf;mt their troops a five-c'{‘ay leuve out of country for esch prisoner
or var or Qpen Arms returnce they bring in alive., Defectiion itself is o
dangerous businesse For exzample, one fed=-up guerrilla shot his way out of
the Communist zone, killing a comrada, but he was in turn killed by a
trigoer-edgy outpost gucrds UM One Commumist Tighter twice tried to
escape his comrades while he bathed in the rivery but was recaptured and
given re-indocirination classcse The third ftime he succeeded in switching

4o the Open Arms programs

(Moxs)
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Open Arms officials are mmbimm optimistic about the program, for they
view it 2s a shortocut to victory. First, the progrom saps the political
and military strength of the Communists. Second, the pinpoint iFeeEEEEem
intelligence information and valuable backgrounds of the returneces adde to
the capebility of the Vietnamese government to fight the Communists more
effectivoly.

"With a reslly dynamic Open Arms program, we can shatter thé Viet Cong
because they are tired of war and crave peace,"™ one official explained,
Or as another explained, "If we can télk enough Viet Cong into volumtarily
coming in to the govermment side, we can win the war faster."

The reasons for switching from the Communist zone are varied, but the
over-riding condition was summarized by Cols Phem Anh, head of the
program, IHe saids "The high rate of Viet Cong defectors has been
attained pre¢isely because of unrelenting military pressure, which hasg
increasingly convinced the Viet Cong and North Vietnmmese forces that they
are losing the war, If the Viet Cong thought they were winning the war,.

the number of returnees would have been much lesse™

(More)
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Persons eligible for the Open Arms program »re those who

b e
"ég "voluntarily return to the Government of Vietnam control x after having

actively supported the Viet Cong in some form of military or political activity.'

Oﬁgiqia}s say the bulk of the returnees are Viet Cong village guerrillas and
iE!/QﬂL_

theid rice-roots infrastructure——"the eyes, ears, hands and feet"—-which gives

e

#%e s the Communists their precise control over the Vietnemese gﬁiﬁg!y%

peasantrys A few are high-ranking politicalﬂﬁfh commissars, membercaf of the
North or South Vietnamese Communist Party for as much as 14 years; some
are long-time military commanders who ﬁegan with the Communists to drive
the French colonialists from Vietnam mecre than a decade ago, fThmx More and
more of these higher-ranking cadre are now coming into the ki Open Arms program,
American statisticians analyzing the progrem &y said.

However, this broad, vague definition of eligibility often blurs over

-

into refugees from Viet Congiaiﬁfcontrolled areas on one side to prisoncrg
of war on the other, Some of the @ returnees did not voluntarily come over to
the government sides One Vietnamese division commander maintains an
"instent Oren Arms progrem"-—-prisoners of war captured on the battlefield are
placed in Open Arms camps rather than given life-term sentences if they

cooperate with the government, Last fall, several hundred Communist troopers
ran to their tunnels to fight approaching elements of the Ue S. Army First

Air Cavelry Division. But their tunnels had been filled by a flash flood.

The Communists surrendered and were considered COpen Arms returnces rather than

prisoners oi wars

(Moxe)
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On Opecration Cedar Falls, in D-Zone north of Saigon, earlier this
and unarmed political agents
year, more than 6000 Viet Cong fmnilieﬂ\ were foreibly xzsmmkk removed
w
from the Communist stronghold area., Some 300 were arbitarily designeted as
Open Arms roturnees rather than g refugees, although virtually all had

served with the omz&unists in one form or a.n/other #20 for yeers, In one
freak incident, \g North Vietnamese trooper walking over unfamilar terrain

in the Junseed Jungled highlands north of Saigon, saw a bus and were homesick

to ride one, They heopped on .;t, thlnlcing it ra%pernted only in the

Communist zone. Instggq ﬁha :fourqome wei? nabbed by government soldiers
at a checkpoint and urged to join the Open Arms programs
In other cases, common criminals, drafi-gege dod,gers, deserters from

3w i L
government units and non-Communist=@##¥d digsidents, esMﬂ#{eligious
minorities, are all lumped into the Open Arms program, and often are

gener=1ly, but somewhat mistakenly labelled as Communist defectorss

Crr ore)
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The steady incrcase in Open Arms returnees--the chief index of the success
of the program--is creating multitudes of kewesies headaches for the & already

/S,
week Vietnamese administration, which, in = isolated instances, M-n%/too

honeste At the regional level in the northern provinces, for example,

the lezding Vietnamese Open Arms official is considered so corrupt that

American advisors and Wi %% his Vietnamese superiors in Saigon have

e

attempted to have him removed, appealing é almost to the level of the

Prime Minister's Office, They cite cases in which he has conspired with
civilian contractors to hike up the price of Open Armg buildings--somctimes as

mugh ag five hundred per cents Returnees working on construction projects are

Poid their promised wages and if they complein sbout it, they ere fired from
thelr already meagre=peid jobs and @‘e transferred to remote centers,

“In this region, where more thon 2000 American Marineg have been killed in
action and 15,000 wounded, the Open Arms wwimssmm ficures are consistently
the 1 et o and the program the most mismanaged, Yoty American and

Vietnamese officials are unadble to fire hime, The reasons He is related to and

protected by the Vieinamese general commending the regions

=30~
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