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SAIGOK s January 3l=--The unprecedented Qommunist commando %
\Ms T ce Chm, T/t"é;j
raids into the Vjetnamese government's heartland of Sbbies and provineial

o i ( begin of the
Capibads morks the) pivotal politico-military showdown between thex two

. bloc ocs _here. )
\_@_L/ JJae
Strategically, the unparalleledﬁé;;?%ﬁﬁ seem to

indicate the Communist side is attempting to either set the stage for

J

negotiatiions on their terms—-close tc an American ﬁ political capitulation=-—

or else continue the war mbamm with @. deadlier blows and SEiswessisbedes.

swifter paces In short-——the begz.nning of the end of the war via negotiationn/

I wars

or the beginning.ef ihe il ravaganza of attacks inddeusmg

;e marks a major turning point % for these reasonss A

l, I¢ means the war in South Vietnam ¥ has moved/sideways

4"‘——-\.'
and dowmwards SWI simulteneously~-and 2 skyrocketing upwards

escalation #k is expected soon, The ceemedinn coordinated, spectacular
y:ﬁx DS HAve
Thbeslemmedses carried the war laterally from i the countryside into omse
relatively secure cities, including their most defended strongpoints, such
as Tan San Fhut airhase, the Vietnamese high command, *timsmemmm scveral
American billets filled with officers or enlisted men, and the cantomments

of Vietnamese tanks and paratroopers, More Deepe
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» The downward mcvement of the war is the armed--

ﬁi '
Bd Psycltteq: al ),
prap&.ganda) Tounding of the Viet Cong into the urban centers, especially

into those higher economic and educated levels of society which were formerly
solidly anti-Communist, and now are becoming fnghtene&, if not panicked, |
A week before the dramatie attacks in the @, cities, e Viet ceng

. commando prepag;andistﬁ%ethal“nhour apeaches and. zﬁ pulled up the

flag at the Central Market ares in thmﬁeay;sa/igon, in the-Su-Fap=j:
seotion of the Chinese twim-eity of Cholom, ¥ in the Hoa Hung section

near Tan Son Nhut airbase and Seigon's military garrison. And in the
& Bgl-orea mear the Gulzon pety; - Vel gong womlas knocked at the
homes of govermment informers and officials, killed one policemzm and

wounded several e% R

s

. The upward movement ofrthe wrar-da-oxpected soon along the
Domilitarized zonc mek and in the ®OTh northern provinces where full-fledged
positional warfare of the classical Phase Three level would be conducted
on a sustained ba#ia. This would prezamaﬁly be roughly simifar to
the Dien Bicn Phu--ths conventional=styled batile which marked the

political-military defeat of the French in the French Indo-China War s

fourteen .
Mm ago. More Deepe
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The Communist military commando raids =zxummidmpm into the

cities and towua/alse is in contrast, or counter-balance, to the American

strategy of céﬁducting the war, While the American troops are attecmpting to
pin the Gaméunist¢ down in their isolated stronghold areas and along the

hxxﬂnx{pcédars of South Vietnam; the Communists have then hit into the

/
rel@fivaly safe enclaves in the Allied rear, More Deepe
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24 The extravaganze muEkm is the begimning of the
Communi st “geng:g}%%& - gggésive';', but not yet of the "general uprising.¥
In Communist terminologys "gemeral" means countrywide-—countrywide offensive
and countrywvide uprising. The generalﬁiﬁ offensive which has began
has been coordinated from the%ot northern provinces to the southern

Mekong Deltas anfie from the countryside into the cities.

m

o

T

~ ThémEum commando atte.cks into the cities %mﬁﬁ@ v 2 f“_/ '
expected to be the‘:%af “goftening up" phasgmae for the general

uprisings in the future—-ecconomic sirikes, anti-American or anti-government

demonstrationsy, in which the central question becemg.s@p continuation

v
S ATt
of the elected govermment of President Nguyen Van Thieu &nd the constitution
e 2 Se
4 ﬁ;&f the fzrings ingirfated a.go%er%ug d!\etatg; \&xﬁyt turned ind
g v :
é:/ digmay'h ’Pha eynical suit-and-tie Vietnmese elite commonly
explained, "How can the Americans protect us if they can'g protect
o’

their own Embzssy or the Independence Palace?" or "The Americans allowed

e

the Viet Cong into the city so they could impose stricter measures on the

Vietnames:ea peopley" or "How can we rely on the protection of the Vietnamese

soldiers-=they were supposed to be on guard’ but alot were shot in their

e _bedsPt - iegre-TEEpe i
\
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In an internationsl sense, the ATIFEENN communist

g

assaults handed ?;':?};/9 Allies a propaganda gift with red bouquets wrapped

: RS
o around it— reaking the Tet ceasefire which the Communists had

PRt T

themselves announced. £ The COmmunists simmnen in their radie

broadcasts claim tmm the’attacks wereW retaliation

&
o
1»\”"

B s

for the Allies initiating offensive operations against thgh, Bat Ahis
will probably get lost in the shuffle of their dr%a&c ﬁta%:s t;;;paelzv'es.

Intea'n 211y, # prosident Thieu used the attacks to

that the word of the Communists can not be trusted-—an argument he will

probwbly use time and a.gaizi}:f;.n the e future as ?Q_vidence that Communist

promises on negotiat:.ons and‘coal:.tionls are mrthless. But, this

e
s o

argument is also a little obseure for the Vietnamese peOpleeswho are

daily harrasmed by the effects--—and now the bombardmen‘g,s—of the vmr.

More De epe
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3y The extravag&nm aymbohzes not simply the failure

£ &%

S —apoat.

of the m & high-priority pa@f*fj?%m /f%ﬁ‘wut atasdta: TS
obg%e‘ gbsghseme, - The comaon commande roids are considered

, m pmlude to bigger attwka An the citﬁ.eeé in the future,

“~even thaugh the Tet trme period exxﬁ to them % easier opportunity
/ 3 Fowcinses .0 TR
fow,ﬁhe mavg. me camellatim of the Vietnamese midnd@% 10 4 aeme

Vi

ourfew, plus inoreased £ f@gz’idly Vit visitatmm allowed the Viet Cong

to filter into the Gity aT The most advantageoua moments  But, they

haVe also fained the advantage of testing Allied &e:fensea and

;gyé}m

W knawladge on their tactics and reactionss Even so, many

it ———

of the ‘if’iat Gong are presumed to have 'been living in Saigon before
the truce periodse Eany of the ae&d wore oivilian aloﬁhés—-not uniformse

The impartame of eoardinated country-wide attacks would
R

~dm—a imiica aMitmim with the paaii‘:.cﬁtmn e

program in the countryside-—the narrow belt of ha.mlets sm-ronnding cities

G te o st \j 3

amd stra»e@.e araa"

s st
il
st

~Jlagres Likewise, | % both the Vietnamese gev&rmen‘s and Allies have’ m

m for too long i@wred tha plighta and problems of the cities,

"hmb. have tm:qsalvers 'bean twmeﬁ uprside-dawn by the war without feeling

its bambardmsnt bel’org. Jus sense, the ex‘bmvaganza may

produce the zmusdfavro favorable goverment-Allied roagddgn af m /

el S et
_ supplementing the pgeifiatien of the sountryside with ﬁﬁ* sostal

welitre em?ﬁa‘ﬁms in the cities, MNore Decpe 5
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mhe strategic principle of Communist guerrilla warfarex:

j= to conquer the countryside and then encircle the cities until they

erack snd fall, taking the existing government with theme Now, the
Com

wmuni=ts have cracked the cities with military thrusis~-but not yei

with political insurrection. uore Deepe
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Some

; ‘ ‘ The most significant development may well be thmx not the
attacks Ihemsslves—militarily, they did not account for & high casualty

or equipment totél--‘zggt the W Vvretiomese govermment's reaction
n ‘

rule by decree, This strong 3

to the atz_g:acks in
ea,ctlonm President Nguyen Vam Thieu and his government will be
a significant move, if the devrse-rule lasts for a long time, for it
effectivgaly casts aside the Vietnamese constitutionk and the legislative

ot
vgl.of the duly~-elected House of Representatives and Senate. 1

In short, Thieu has undercut the legitimacy of his owm

existence and his legislature--whlch Prosident Lyndon Johnson ST
£ supported thle de ail of the decree-rulé are st111 obscure
% XLl ] & MEERCER TRENIRR i‘t’m“u»lma Y%

d for a long pemod, Thieu

may well ind imselfnot S0 much a President as £ just another jumta
genssral, just another m ngictatory aEUmEERER as anti-govermment

oppositlum. ats hage have sazd about his many predecessoBs. And hence, he
sk of hecoming more "dumpable® in the futures as his proustonsos

‘ maybeuome more 1 n the fusure, ‘
._%;_pmdece sors have in the paste
anlks rry for the rush job. on this 'm xi thi ‘Jbegcaus
ai T o A%, A2 E"Jﬁ- ing thig bocause |4 ¢

T

Reuters is close to palace where there's still rifle firing./ Appreclate

any suggestions on this and tips on Washington moves. Regards Bev)e
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