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tues’ny nidnight joepfuls of stedl-helmeted combat police, trudklonds
of marines, paratrocpers nnd army regulars with bayometted el rifles
moved through streets of Saigom towards Buddhlet pagodase

soborghiatl e

“There goon Xa Loiy" esid one olderly men Ravking vagskaln coups from
wicker baskote e

A% 12130, ocombat police end troops mtmmmmd had "otoked out™ the
pogedas an' stormed theme 2% Xa loiy, the pale yollow building in heart
of old French Ouertor which had served as heaiquarters for Buddhiet
sotivities in Seigon, humdredss of troops and police soaled the
barbed wire fence and spiked blackgate, whioh the Buddhists hed
»ut up weoks ago to defend themselvess In =& fell swoopy they mabbed
the core of the Muddhist lendershipe

One young novice s sbout to sound lorge wooden drum for alert,
ocrumpled bm# ot the blast of tenr gasmk grenades Two monks escsped over the
wall into the carparking compound of the US AID missiomy o third
attempting to run there wes ghot downe

fmid shouts and yells from Buddhiet monksy the police and trocps,
leter reinforcoed by tmxtaﬂs of ang were thrown inte trucks end

smbulsnces snd mw‘ (ﬁ" Some wore seen being driven to the mavy yepds
ond memlmﬁ 'n arose they might be sent %o Poulo Condors-the island prison,
where W political oppositionists are being held.)

2t thta timey there's no estimate of numbor that have been srrostedy
how meny killed or injureds

(suggest usdng wire copy and New York Daily News oopy for much better
eyewitnes: stuffe--tho none of the reporters were closer then half a block

to ity I'11 not add to eyowitnese stuffs)
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16 6 netts in Snigon, merines, pAR perstroopers in mottled green
end g browm camouflage outfite, ond army regulars moved repidly through
the cityy they stood in mall clusters of 3-4 ot key intersectionnsg
m euarded sll the key pagodes in the city} seorutinised twaffie
mmm ‘on ¥hut alrport snd olosed cable and post office. Hadf \
donen terks snd srmorsd cars whissed through the olty and enwironse

proclemation of Prosident Ngo Dinh Diem was pasted onto covner
bulletinboards nesr esmpoign posters for the fuge 31 elsctions to-the
Hationsl ‘ssembly (national legislative WF&W&%& thot will probably
never be holds A A

Clusteraud of § oyclo (riversy havsers, shopkeeprs and students
grthered to yord tho mowes | Ll o e 1 ;

i prooleiming martinl law over the entire counteye

The Prosident of the Republic of Viet finm,y

Gonoioring the Comstitution of the Republile of Viet Homy
specifically the irtiecle 44 of mm lzﬂl%m dated 28 May *C1
presoribing the composition of Governmonty ~ |

Comed oring the actual requirements necesssry to preserve security
snd publioc ordery

Decrsef

(1owe)

)y
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rrtiele 18 Hartial law is ostablished over the entire territoy
of Viet Ham ne of the date of the publication of this decree until further
orders

Artiole 23 ?:¢ lews which suspemsion is deemed necessary will be
sugpenied tormorarilye

srtiole 3 The Armed Porces of the Republie of n«m have
complete responsibility for public security snd are given the following
power throughout the period thet martisl lew is in foroes

wwgonduet search of civilisn houses at any time,

arvest those people considered hammful to publioe
securitye
~epostrict frecdom of press, comtrol the radio
upﬁu broadcast system, oomtrol movies snd pleyss
mmma storage, cireuletion of printed pmbnwum
doouwnents, lesflets considered haymful te publie
securitye
trticle 4s 211 matders concerning public order are within the
jurisdiotion of Military Tribumalss
irtiole 44 The seeretaries of State and the Chief, Joint
General Steff ore remponsible, each im his field, for the execution of
this Jeorees
The m is published in compliamce with the emergency PrOcOUres
Saigony 20 August 63

The President w the Mnbna of
Viet Nomwewligo Dink Dicme

(mnd of official decree)s



Ingert:

¥hile cluster of 2 ‘osen people stood aroumd roading the decroe
from bulletinboard, o blueuniformed paremilitery man came up ond &
sosttered theme ~Yom have no right of assembly,” he told thems

(0ocourred while I was resding deoree with interpreter),
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The reid of on Pudihist m(mamuuaum
provinces where situation even more tense them in Salgone In Hue,
police ond troops raided Tu Dam Pagode, the mein one, where Thursiay
(tomorrow) was scheduled the fumeral of the fifth bomse thet burned himself
alive, on jugust 16§ Tleyesswold Thich Tieu Piew. They = seized
Buddhist losders therey killing at least oney end snatohed the charred
coxpse of the monke (Unknows what happened in other cities vhere situstion
hod been oriticale-but another jowrnalist is scheduled to arrive from
there Thursday night snd I'11 #holude details in my Priday asamm cable)s
Throughout the week, the situation hed "deteriorated® in the provincess
In the “Holy City of Hue"e-where the Buddhist crisis began on May G
governmont suthorition dimnissed Unis of Hue ¥eotors a Gatholic Priest,
and students demomstrated in pFoteits - ﬁwﬁm past wedk; —6lty was -
2% at times under martisl law snd strict curfew with complete curtailment
of eoonomic snd social lifes Thuraday was scheduled the fumeral of fifth
bonze to burn himself alives
In Nhe Trongy series of demomstrations m on Fridey and
seturday produced a govermment order that =11 wmm omp loyees remain
in theix offices over the weekend, (Unconfirme repo ts that martisl
law was &w:wtfa there and in W mountain resrt clty of Delat)e
he Trang is 200 miles morth of Saigom, a femous beach resortf on Seuth
Chine Seny =nd 12 miles from Ninh Hoa (Ngo Dinh Nhu's constituency
for tuge 31 olectionse-he wes unopposed), where the mmm

herself alive on fugust lds The government had blocksded the pagodas

there; which coused Buddhist leaders in Seigon to send letter of protest
to Us ¥y hoad U Thants (More)
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The buddhist affair storted as an accident on May 8tk whm riot
mMWM!M”WﬁMWMMywm
wore killed by government soldierss This ocoured in Hue, the old Buddhist
cultural center of Viet Nem, hometown of President Ngo Dinh Diem,
hea'quarters of his brother, Archbishop Ngo Dinh Thugf, end ancther
brothery, Ngo Dimh Ceny, who has no M&d titley but rules northern
one third of the country like o viceroys Vietnumese oconsider :wﬁ*;
Huey the old imperial cepital of ocountry, a romsntie city with its
gingerbronded French mensioms and old walled imperial court dedrting the
Perfume Rivers

From there, the Duddhist problem jumped to Saigon, whore it contimued

to mushroom, Presldent Iem's first polioy was that of force snd violence
penceful demonstrations turned into bloedy riotsy then five days after
firet bonse ignited self (they're called bonse-fires in sSaigon), govermment
signed a joint communique covering Buddhist grievamces. (Zee last week's
file)s Diemmwunior imorican pressurew-officiaslly announced poliey of
“extremo conoiliation®™ but there was consistent "uniercutting” of itwe
most noticeably by his sloterwinelow, liademe Ngo Dinh Nimy vwho publioly,
voolfer udy and m K "extravagantly® sccused Buddhists of being communiocts
in yollow robess Tay before W Us Se imbessades Frederidk

EEB, Nolting Jre depsrted oountry he ploaded with Diem for 20 mimutes for
DPiem to pudlicly state Mademe Nhu was mot mpesking officially for governments

Diem mover dids (I witnessed this ses iomwewas pathetie).
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Less conspiouous, Nix brother and political adviser, ngo dinh nim,

staged counterdemonstrution of war wounded in front of Xa Lol pegodae

mm most 4inconspicucus, but most serious (end hardest to
vorify) imm%mn of Diem's policy of "extreme conoiliation" was
taking ploce in the provimces. (Buddhist government employee im faigon
told me his young sister who participated in buddhist demomstratioms
in Phan Thiet was worzded that provincisl officisls would not allow herf
to graduste from school ond enter mext grades) Other infractions
were teking place without knowledge of Puddhist lendership in 54 0T
two weeks ngo, government secret police entered mmall Ma on outskirte
of Hue, took ‘owm banners and shot the cevetakers (Confirmed by imerican
Consulate in Mue)e

The government X Teply to imfractions was that pmMal and local
suthorities were noting without knowledge of the ymwﬁm diem wan
i1l-informed on the situstion and that "we have not omey but a dozen
govermaonts heras"

14 the shbmmmedesewss cpposite of Diem's "extrene conciliation®
poliey was to do as Mademe Fhu sdvoontod--gatoh the leadomships Brother
Ngo Dink Whu is known to have toyed with the idea *in a wvhimsical way"
(one merican offiecisl explained) to initiate a mmsmix false cowp d'etat
whereby sovernment troops would capture diem snd nhuy, raid xa lod
pagodny then in meed of lesdership, would zsx install nhm es lesders

This was nover seriocwsly considered and the risks would have
been greats Last mg night's selsure of Buddhist leadership was only
dmgmx o cimilor altermative, with a redustion of riskes #ind 4% wns

within the confines of the constitutionm and the  eereo-noling
suthority of the presidents (More)
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The full-senle paid of Midhist leadership was in itoelf not
surprieing; Buddhist leaders had consdstently told reporters “tenight
government agonts will srrest uss™ Reporters mede frantic chedks
on the pagodamepartionlarly cowple of wedss ago when they were blodkaded
after bloody riots OCovernment mme euployees aleso thought that
arvesting of Puddhiste w re imndnent.

Gne imericen offialal was told dmy Monday that Buddhisbs seFicusly
samado comoarned sbout belng arresting ond they were saying if ihis
mw thoy would believe it was dome with approvel of CIAs ‘mericen
replied thet CIf was in no position to approve of move of this kind
and 4f arrests heppened Vashingtom might disesscelinte itself from Dieme
(Henoce, urgency of Washingtonm bureau checking State Department)s

mer, Wm 10 awmt mplmamm & the

that pevple can be arrested &’m’ almost any mimegs ressons It wes a
“omooth tronsition” to militery rule-ebut still under the dictates of Diems
The alternative, had he welted lomger (but situstion in the provinces
Joveloped too quidkly snd mix violently), wes a coup d'etat in % conjunction
in with the militayyeewhich would have toppled Dieme

Hietoricnlly, Dlem had used his own military %o crush the ‘iam
srndos of dissident religicus seots Cao Dal and Hos Hao in uwlm § but
in this cesey, ho was fighting, if not noneviolent, at loast uncrmed
Buddhiet londerss The Buddhist leaders themselves had mmmama

W
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proscommuni st or under ﬂmﬁy of commundots, despite medeme nhu's
poreamss ( morican sources)s They mmwex themselves were after religious
goalow=to force govermment publiecly snd officially to adhere to

polioy vhereby buddhist mlmw“ ‘mm cparate without fenr of arresis,
and reprisals. The dm lendership differed on ways to achieve thiss
the old-timers wamtmdm were intercsted only im religicus espeotsy

the ym "young twrks"y; militant monks in 308 -nd 408 § hed two
spproschess one %o force diem to moke accomodotions, the other to

get religious ends omly through getting rid of diems these last two
oagreed on toctices wuse of demomstrations, mluea. youth meetingn and
bonzesburningss  oume buddhist leaders fmm to have been meeting

withm military end political oppositionictos

(1"11 attach o memo I wrote you lest night before thie all
hoppened sbout the coup~-now the plane are vague snd wp in the airg
will probably never matorialise)e
In erriving in Viet Nam, lodge will Stedmmmenndutbe hive to
weigh the worde of ome imorican officisls “"Theproblem of mmmw

il

hore 4n working with a hunun Mudla mh' il -
The leash pm‘blﬂ In&a- ﬁu m is wzmm Mn ?M Vietnsmesoe
are pusslod why he has two lact namesee(abot and lodges And they are w-or
were--joking *"Diem will have no use for Cabot"s Vietnamesey who like
pune, were suinx implying french word for Cabot (check speeling), which

means mtrmq;ﬁm They are bonmed in Viet Name
(More)
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Diem hx has sppointed Naje Gens Tren Van Don as chief of the
Joint Guersl Staffe-moking him = the Maxwell Taylor of Viet Ham
and sipreme military commander responsible for im imfercing the new
decress I1've mubmime interviewed him twice; epesks fluent Fresch and
pood Bnglichy hes a charming, polished wife. Nalesmm Vhon he wes
commonder of I Coxps, the morthermmost military Q@m on Horth Vietnamese
border d#hich inolules oity of Hue, he was known not to be completely
trusted by Diems In Deoy 1962, with amsswgheypendin malcing of four oorps
sressy he wes tranaferred to Salgon as commandsnt of lmd forcony
x which moot people considered o demotions lHe hed no troops te command and
little powers=n figurchosd poste Hle wvas consicered a "good guy"
and “popular with the troopme™

(My personsl opinion is that sh Dom was thought %0 be involved in
planmed coup and Diem made some accomodaticns with him end other mildtary
leaders to estodblish militery rule without toppling diems)

(* major general is threoestar).

The military commander of Saigom io Prigs Gene Ton That Dinh,
formerly commonder of III Corpmy north of Seigons

(The biographical date on Gens Dom is attacheds but I have nome on

-
Sorry this is s0 jumbledj am trying to got this to airport to see

if US militory pilet will carry it to Ute)
endit
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