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(This is the last of a three~m part series om the significance of the
Communist-held elections at the rice roots level of South Vietnam).
SALIGON, SEPTEMBER 19~-There is intense disagreement about just how
successful the Communists have been in eleciing their "people's liberation™
&, The "people's liberation" councils elected in the villages are in

effect o ministure Communist stete in which Communist D military forces
have S6% seized power from the Saigon government, in which the elcoted
Communist village govermnment supplants the Salgon regime as sn overt,

P

official government and the people's militis fmrees subat%tute fox Oo!mmmiat

gt

guerrillaez m& regulers in mainteining power,

W ;,rr .miﬂtwjnmimd alliances and other groups m primerily designed

i ™

toAdiBh. political strength from the Saigon government effectively cnough for
&

the Communists to seize political-military power at the central government

level and esteblish their owm "revolutionary state governmente"

==More EH



~ early Septomber have been chuzning out glowing reports of pr
of their "people's liberation® counsils, not only at the village levely but
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On the »wral electionsy, Jueriean sources indicate the Communiste ave

doing poorly--if not failing--but the Communist redio broadcosts sinmse
0 progress

wlote and in t at sone distriet levels and & few provinoial

also in™
levelcs Neither the Communicts nor the Americans hove ¥8a roleased any

polid, countrywide figuves on the number of villagea e  in wuich tho Commniste

have sctually hold eleotions=-but there is agreomont on all sides that some
have been helds

ne might presumo that the Comnunists hovolfirmemesyhnd
thelr sucocessos in their vedio hroadoasts, but elso that Americen IIeIl6Fin
intelligonce information is not so aoourate or up=to—~date in receiving

reports from Communist-held aroas on such fussy, quasi-nilitory mupndie

dovelopment ne
SRQre
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Vietnomese government intelligonse sources, however, estimate thot
two=thizrdo of the villages under Cormunist control heve held thelr
“peopleia fs 11veration® oouncil eleotions—and that in some cesos; tho
villege porulation has beon iseued arme for fightings By Viotnamene
govesrnmont figures, this would meen more then 360 Wi Communiote
controlled villages wSilld have held their cleotionse
. Victnamose govermment official statisties~-probebly optinmistioc onco~-
indiocote theve ave a total of 2541 villages in South Vietname Of these.
1249 ere 100 »or cent under Vietnamese govermment controly 549 are
100 per cont wier Commnist 6% control ond 743 villages eve contestodw
neither the sovernment nor the Comrunist control cash hemlet in the
villages In some of these “MWWIH “gontosted® X vﬁliagesa, however,
cither the ¥ Communigts or the government have may have tho preponderante
of mz. |

Viotnemose government sourses who study the pilt situation ove not
ovos- overly-concermed about tho Commmnist elec tiong in the countryside—e
but aré enrioun chout m tho urdan=oriontod Commmint satolilite orgrnisetions
vhich so-vh would Adireotly sep politicsl stremgth from Suigon's
congtitutionel governmente

iR OTO
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Outside of Saigomy Jmericen officials, dinoluding e visitor frem the
Vhite House, inspectod cach of #ipnitlle (WelVe provinces in-tho nvons

Their ovorsll nosesement ves, in the words of onet "

"ihore ore only two provinces of the 12 im vwhich wo really know of
an offort by the Commmists o do thise These olestions eve being over-solde
The Communisto think if they esteblish these overt village organizetionas,
then if there lo a cessefire, thoy could claim o de footo govermmentd,® |

He seld Binh Long was n‘émspl place where the Commmiste were setivos
The province situatu situated alomg the junbled Jungld jungled Cambedien
border northwoet of Saigon is thinly populated, mostly with primitive
Hontegnard g tr:itiamen.



‘ 7, Binh Lang in Fobruary, the Communists trled in five henlets of

W & 200 or 300 pepulation cach to set up thoir councils," he continucds
L "But, they avpointed, rother than olected thoir councils nnd thon they
 isoued wosponc to the rooples P By lete Jylyy; howevery, o dozen of the
members of the Gﬁu Communist cowneils eame over and tuamed thamsclves im
as Eol Ohenh _Iioq Chepk (the (& defector from the Communist side), The
it couwns il merbore veanted tc shed thelr aligmment vwith the Commumlsts ‘
end e nll the woepone once issued by the Communists were either tokan
beak by them or olso brought over %o the govermment sides

“he Montemerds ville ,‘,@m were foroed to take the weapons and they
“
hed not weniod them because they were efreid thoy'd be shot dy @i Allied
troorse matWetdR Ve belleve that mone of these fivo coumcils sotually

functionod and that they have pagoed out of existencee”

e O
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The sooond of the 12 provinces mwrveyed in vhich the Cgnmmniste showed
politicel sotivity was Binh Tuy, a provinoe northeuant of Ssigon situated
on: the Sputh Chine Sote

"In Binh Tuy provinces, aluo, we found the feommumist village
orgenigetions died out of m om sccord; in nene of the other 12
provinces is there ovidence %o nttempt the Comuniste attempted %o
orgenise the rurnl areany™ the official saids

Osher relisble sources, however, report thet in snother of the
12 provinces-—in Phuoe Tuy=-revoluticnary sdministrative committees vere
roported to have been set up in three villagose

"Jittlo ocems to bo known," one Allied source expleined, BT
these developments in Phuoo Tuy provincey; but the Communint v
propagenda  linos taken in this connection ere interesting In Phwe
Hoi village, the Comuniste told the poople they should unite to
oppose the bod people in the Vietnemesc govermments Iy Phuoc Loi and
Phuce Hoa long villoge, they told them that the people ghould unite for
poaces ™

From the rice-rich Mekong Delte evea south of Saigony Allled reporis
of Communist succens are "dtetohys" |

"Thore is 1little doubat thet this e ipg a Communist objeotive,” one
Allded mource cxplainod, "and that they ave trying to echieve it in elmost

all provincess llowever, ooncrete exemples of functioning commitioes are

s elaxelely
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He continueds

"Mhe evidence from An Xuyen province seems to indicate that in this

_=baaion beotion of Cgmmunict influence, soms comnitiecs have beem

established, bul elsevhere the situation is wnolcar. Ohe dndication
¢thet the Commuwists uay he having more difficulty than entlcipated with this
progren i that intelligence reyorte show fhet the date for the
insuguration of the mew organisation keeps belng moved bagke™

Dut, the Communist version of tho matter is quite differents Thoy
clain on thelr redio brocdecaste thet the "P "people's liberation™ ocouncil
elections cie volling slong amoothiy, mnet only ot the village levaely

but hifh%m highor wp the pelitico-uiministrative ladder o

the district and provinsiol levels The next step would probably be
the oentrsl government level=-vhere, instead of forming 2 "provisional

government® LY ﬁ-xémmlvea, they would form o “coulition governmont®

with either pro-Communist or snti~governnent political groupinge who ngree

that the ocurrent constitutionzl govermment in Solgom should be overthrouwn

wﬁ the Amowican troops, m&:hefﬁmm from South Vietname

seiOre
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On September 7 6thy for examplesy the Liberation Fromt eclandestine
Liberation Front redio reported that frem the beginming of August, 107
out of 159‘ villagos in (nang Ngei province finished their electionse In
additiony four district liberstion councils have been clceted and during the
iy’irs‘&f first three wooks of Ayust, more then 200 300 male and femalo
youths hnd joinsd the Viot Ognge {z (re sonfuging erpeot in trying to
metoh vy vorsions of tho sleotions is that & Commundet province or villnge
docs not aonsistently nateh the noliticol ontity of “the wand Hane
oS.equivel comparahle politicel entity on the Saigon gmemn%’s sidoe
Algog  tle Gf;M'unﬁ.éMr mem}f of villoces, bot the otetintics on the Allied
aﬁ.ﬁé‘%j}@ mmvwm’{‘m’" s heamlotes A hamlet 1o Several hamlets make up a

villemol,

L O L M
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The Commnicte alse stressed nuch more then Allded sources their
progress in the hoavily-nopulated Hekong Pel4a rem% : ‘.lhe;&x radio
braodcasts sold "hundreds of liberation committoen at@h@ ; 19%1 at
heve been oot up and thousends of liberstion gouncils at the villspo level
were wmm,’:ilemcl from the jungles fo the lovdends ¢o the Mokong Poline i
In the vostorn pert of tho Delta; 9 district ecomittees ond mere then
85 villege govermment hove been eatablishods My Tho hos 107 1iveration
Village counol l}a, Vinh long has J5§Mee cnd some counoilp eré been
elocted vory olose to several citiom.  We +ea¥ie have commitioces now not
only in the counirgalde, but cleo in the eities, including 8aigon. "

The redic broadeast stressed their view of the importance of the
electiong,

"The people are struggling to %ol:e over the govexment and thon
%o ostablish Wo our revolutionary kind of governmonts This i0 & deedly
blow agrinat-theemeo-coloninlista neo-coloninliomal o la imoriesh in
South Vietnams This is tho forewarning sign of WseSseinovitabl
inevitable, totel collapse of tho Puppet govermment and thelr

h N m ’”

e
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In discussing the formation of provincisl councils in southernmoat
An Xugen and in thé Pli Pleiku avea, the redio bwosdoast seid, "This is
8, Vo of strategic end significant victorys This ip & turning of the corner
of the development of the revelution for ﬂw paﬂyle in these aveus."

mm of tho (mieﬂ wosknessos of the mma To thet the A
Gommum qﬁk mvemaq‘& "‘"nwéiw becomes overt, instead of alandeatim, ond, henge
bmmma more difficult to hold in the eovent of an Allied ms.ls.tarar effmsive
':F&n the ercas
wginoe the Frenoh days, the Commmists have used theoe village
apporatugep-—-ond on “hese J‘bha o Perty m this Party spparatus, their
&« militory sotivity hos always reated,” one informed source exploineds
*Until now, this has been clandesntine; now m%h the elef ulwﬁima,
they booome overd. Iy meens the Gommmimﬁ have}hp a signﬂp over o village
the village-~end in the noture of things the Coummists can not do thisgy
becouse they can not stand and hold gromd againgt mpeﬂ& Allied
militery forcess W, once they putis o sign W in a village, they
are committed %o u—me, they will have trouble holdin koeping it up

if the Allied forxces want &% to teer 1% dome Tao Communiste con aed wp

-~
thes ¢ committoosy but they can no‘a keep them goings ‘They could do this
during the French times in ﬂm maﬂa, ;)\mglad arecy but the helicopters
have rovolutionized this Wake Ed mountain or jungled eves ip sooure from
For then from A1lied - mw Wmﬁrs“‘*’
«smore roulcd
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e Comunists have epparently thousht of thiss On one radio bre
broadonpt thoy marmed the vina@seém :*jkmt vhile the Mxéﬁ,;@g ¢f thedr
revolutionary govermments wee difficuls, 4% would be even more Aifficuls
to meintain thems  Homoe;, Tuoy wrged the pponle not to "wpere yous
hard work to hulld thedir revelutiensyysovernment—et-eny , @
blood end bosos %o proteet dk-Siedr vevolutionary govermmont ot cny Goste”

waond
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