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COMMUNIG!: TN NEW REALITY.

SATIGCH-=0One of the biggest puszles in the
Viet Tam war is vhat makes the Communiste-directed Viet
Cong guerrdlles fipht with such fexvor.
"I4's fentostic the way the Viet Cong lay it
se-spealting Americon wmm;.

Viet Cong create a new ovder and a novw mal&f:y:
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According to relioble sources who have talked
with Viet Cong prisoners end defectors, the Viet Cong strength
is divided into two brood categories: the older-gumcration
 $roops who fought against the French 15«20 years ago and
 the younger-gencration troops who were recruited locally
in South Viet Nam.

0f the firet categoryy more them 70,000 Viet !inh
wgg they were called during the Freach Indo-China Wape
10ft tholr homes in South Vietnan wvhen the country was
partititioned in 1954, wore sent to North Viet Nam where
they continued their treiningy and indoctrination.
Prom 1996 onwards they gredually infiltrated and returned
o their native villagess the most pignificont aspect of
their return was a transfusion of polivical leaderchip
within the South to orgamise and recrults younger Southorners
~=gimltencously, the Perty apparatus begen directing a
msﬁaivu terror campaign of aaaaaaiﬁmtian ageinst government
village officicle, virtuelly levelling its leadership '
capabilitiesn.

ohis category fought the French for one simple reasont
gor independence, with ito entiwFrench, anti-coloniol,
antieyhite-race overtones. They fought-and ﬂunwmilit&mily
with guns, but their most effective woapon was hates
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In one case, a member of a Viet Minh sulcide
squad wrepped hinself in cotton van into a French smmunition
depot in Seigon and burned hﬁm%#&t alive %o destroy the
ineballation. The story of the "Cotton Boy" swept through
the countryside,

"y father even wanted me to volunteer GO be a
Cotton Boy," & Saigon businessmen vecently recalleds In
ghort, the fother hated the French more Than he loved

his sons S iy,
young Vietnamese students in thelr history books

were bavght that the French were the ancostors of the
Vietnonooe races This argument undormined the Viet linh
"anti-lrench” campalcn. _

The Viet Mianh cadre immediately sald-throughout
the countryside, "Please remeubery Your ancestors wore
not the Fronch, You know your ancestors were the dragon
and aha fodry," a legond comnonly ac&ew%a& ﬁy %hs @agulaﬁian*

Lﬁmm ‘French troops drank s.m@med“mﬁ*ﬁ STeaenea.

auffiﬂiiﬁggJ,
In One Cooo, a Vietnanese doctor, now the North

Vietnamese ninister of nealthy developed "stand-up beerte-
made fron éﬁuntﬁand'mﬁla urine plus yeasts I% ﬁaportealy
testes lilke non=carbonated beer and the Yiet Minh cedre Joy-
fully drenk 4% in their stronghold area of D-ione north

of &aj,gon* : ' ; :
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According to prisoners of this category, oace
they returned to South Viet Hem in the labte f£iftlesy they
were surpriced at what they hed seen. They had been told
the South rust be liberated from its own povorty; One sald
he was astonished to sec the govermment troopers wearing
boots. (Communist troops often wear rubberwtire candals).
Another sald he had been told that two-thirde of South
Viet Nan had been liberated; bubt vhen he atbacked govermment
villages the peasants shot up his unitd. They had beon told
thoy must liberate the South from the American imperdallsts,
but soon discovered they wewe f£ighting the Vietnanese
thenselves. ; ‘
Bub fow of these defeet to the government oides’
One old~tine propegenda egent captured im the South explained
that he liston to VoA end BIC to discover the truth; bub
1istened o Redio Hemod to £ind out the covzect pary line.
He reaconed that if the Party lied, theve must be a good
reacon for it, and it know best.
The younger-generablon Viet Cong troops join
the Liberation Army for different rcasons. Some of thenm
napped; others nave personal grievanceSwe
or simply bordeon in the villagesw-and the Viet Cong promise
them fun, adventure, excitenent and a change Yo sce life
and be educated.
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Thore is no sharp overwriding national ceuse
sabd vhich the Viet Cong are pushing throughout the country,
such ag the anti-French campaign. Dut there ave gmiavanﬁase
some uwnmarried males join to get awey from theiyr landowmersi
some are fired from their job end Join with the Vieb Cong.
Many prefer sorving with the Viet Cong rather than governnent
forces becouse they believe They cen stay closer to their
fardlico. Some young married follows join to get awny fxon
the in-lews, the Communists in the yvillage promise to teke
core of his wife and children. (One Viet Cong trooper returned
$o his village, found his wife and cbi&dyanuﬁaatitute, piclked
up a rifle end shot up the Viet Cong village coundtho)s
One wos talled inte joining when & suect=volced girl promised
to porpy hing he Decame disiliusioned when he found she had
gwg pronised to napwry sim others also, Sone are ainply
Irddnapped at gunpointy one wao lead away with e rope around
his neck; ong wab kidnepped when he ﬁayﬂanea to b@ in his
villagew-wvhile # his buddies had purposely gcnﬁ £ighingme
bocause he was perried in the aftornoon. Ho was kidnapped
eniy hours after the wedding ,

One peliable source ostimabted that about 10-157 of
Soubhorn~born Viot Cong strength were orphans; ebout 300 are
forn loborevs; ebout 807 ceme fron the rural areas.
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But the Viet Cong also have a strong appeal for the
youths "The Viet Cong promise then fum—~thal 1ife will Dbe
gay,“ one relicble source inddcatod. "Meny of then that
join believe thoy get thiss”

b even 1f the youth are forced WO 3ein the
v&et'ﬁﬁﬁg, a very effective indoctrination session
jnmediately beging to mold hin inte enthusiestic well-

diseiplined £ightom.
verhaps, this cen be soen in their songss

Neil Jamicgon, o 29«year-0ld, Vietnanese-cpoaling
ﬂriqingia& representative gransloted a number of Viet Cong
songs ond talled with inconing Viet Cong defectorss The
ex=morine ic a resident of Gloucester City, Uew Jerays

one of the songs read:

We ave peasonte in goldier's chothing

4%&@&3@ the struggle for & al&aﬁ'agyr@ssaﬁ for

housands of yearsj

cur suffering is the sufforing of the peoples

svany of thelr songs are conbered on victory,"
Jamieson expleinedd ' :

' : nphoy asscoclate the soldiers with the peasantom-
£ighting opprosslon, not only against the foreigners, bub
gloo the upper=-classcs within the socloby.
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The t200ps accepb--in fact, glorify--the hardship bocause

it idontifies the soldiers with the people. It's alnesh
like old Christianity. It's like little kids Sunday school
hynng--the idea of picking up the Cross for Jesus but instead
of a cross it's a pack.

’  He sald most of the Viet Cong songs were “upbeat,
mhw&m the positive in a normal ¥incent Peale manner.”

© government songs are often god and nelencholy

nthe young troope lived a very sparton life," he
continued. They were short of medicine, and each had one case
of malaria every scveral monthe. UMany suffered real hardshipss
1t was cold in the jungle, yot they didn't dare light & big five.,

"I falked with many of the Viet Cong about their songs.
After thoir ovonigg meal, they would breck into teams of

three and hove their self-chitvicionm sessions. Bach one would

go through his experionces of tho day, his life, in society

and also in his three-non combat teans If ope of them was

wounded in combat, the two buddies would btoke cave of him.
wpfgep pupper they would go through this rituals

They ave taught to do this imnediately afterw ;‘)amﬁ.m tho

viet Cong by the older cadre, who told them thot oine cen

be forgiven but to conceal enything is a blow againgt the Broup.
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if, for example the young trooper had lost his
Pr weapon, he'd eriticisze hinmself. This psychologival
aspect ic a gm@at Viet Cong strength.

“Afteor the self-criticism session, thero would be
announcenonts by the cadwe and then they would sit around
and siag o pess their time in the evenings They would sit
avound a small campfire, if security pernitted-just lile
the Boy Scoubs used to. "These youth were unecducated, but
the Communists taught them about Spubtnik and Castro and Cuba.
They didn't understand it well, but they lmew Cuba was & tiny
country neer Americe ond America was o paper tijer vhen Cuba
stood up to us and we were powerless to do anything to them.

"de think getiing ¥ in the Conmunist youth
organization iﬁﬁaf§5ivi&ega, but there were no privilages,.
in fact, theoy are, expocied to work harder and set oxamples
for others., The troops were short of rice, yet each day
they put a few grains of dach meel in a bamboo tubej when
there was enough they'd take it %o a tribal village and
have a party for the childrens This had a big impact on
the guy wvho gave the rice--lile ﬁmﬂg@inémansy inﬁé %gnﬁaa

P
box on family dinner table. o
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"One youbhful trooper was with the Viet Cong for

three yoars, and was a merber of a their Youth organization,
which is the half-wny point to becouing a party membor.

He wae vecrulted at gunpeinti but he didn't ﬁ hate the

Viet Congys Ie told me I£ I told you what I thought

about out there in the jungle you'd think I was Crasye

The Viet ﬁm eroate a new reality; you feel you are in

the world and not out of it.”
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