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(This is the second of a three-part voview of developments from the
1966 Honolulu Conforoncs %o the seoond one held this weelk)e

8AT00H, JULY 20~-The first Honolulu Conference was often desoribed
as "historio"s It wasn'te Mo truly historie decision had been maede

several monthe carliors

Onee the imorican poliey decision was made to commit Us Se combat
troops to Vietnom, the great watershed decipion--the great dividing
1ine of the vhole wepewns Shen how the twocps would be utiliseds The

on using Americen units to fight the Comwawi

when they wore relatively the weskestr-or to m@mﬁe on the Communint

holding off the main-forge threat,

The Americen ggmme militery command
consentrate on the main-foree war and this decision frose the whole Allied
pottern of conduoting the wars This was to become the mest oriticel deci.sion
made within Vietnem channelsj the mush-publicised decisions of Honolulu
wore not historie in conperiseny—fhe polioy emmeisted ot Honolulu could
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the Peris peace talks were the
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"In early 19654 the American trocp buildup begen and them
eontinued to tho point wheve the Communisto could no longer overthrow
the Viotnamose % goversment amed forcess S0y by pure military prescnce
end firepovers the Americen battelions stopped the Copmund ot advencos
"Thony theyo was an mwuwmv erisis in the Mmerican mililexy

givelopvhich vmy to go? Hore and Mghe more big-batinlion operetions or
SEEBLT Spocial Forsos route, of placing small groups of Imerican
troope in the villages for seourity and improving the standerds of living?

“But by 1965, Spoedal Forces wore dislikeds They had been President

(30hn F.) Kennody's special ohild & Kemmedy was _gone. and-Spooinl Forces
got kicked erounds Almoot oo & matter of profepsvional grevitetion,

the Americen commomd rejected the Special m Forees route and was sucked
inte the big-unit pathe 1l sy Do

Stretogicallyy the quostion was M %ammm

tay to destyoy the Commmist maln force mﬁ et the M 1%5%&@:%

problem to bo dealed with later and at ¥ ” leioure? Or @id he congsentrate

on the infrastrusture and mevely twy to hold oft the m Communist main-foroe?

For almost emotional vossons, the Ameriean commanders chose the nmain Yo

soncentraie on the mamvfam?“ sepmore router
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Strotogioallyy the B Aruensssd
elso faced pigentic tadks couged by the Americen build-up of troopmy o8
their eaptured doouments mow reveals In order to susceed, they had to
follow through on at loast two fundementel prineiples of guerrills
warfores PFirst, they had to sustain thelr forward momentum of thelr military
forsen—=yfor %%mm, 744 was like riding a bieyole,” one source explaineds
nie tﬁ“ﬁi‘“} aanW moving forwexd, they'd flop of overs"  They sustained
thie momentum with their invesion from North Vietnam, which meant
politically saorificing thed "national liberation” imege of the Southern
Viet Congs Second, they could suetain thelr mtﬁg inveasion and
main-force buildup only at the rate ﬁm&r people’s %&M@i& immgamy
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Forat

Por the Commumigts, they could not win the war by sinmply conquering
the countrysides they had tolwesk the will of the citiony vhich were the
nt strengthe Buty for the Allics

soupces and soante of Vietnamese goverime
to wing merely holding the cities was not onoughs they had to roll baok
the Communist grip on the countryelde, and agsin bring Allied security
to the pessantss In sinplest formy this seourity of the countryside

congiated of two fadetss Firet,

vaillges with enough forces to fend off large-sea »
ous outoides And peoond, %o pFovitibe provide soourity within awh mnagam
thet 4o to prevent the Communiet n&m&mm infrestyucture and gul™gor
guerrillas alim opdy in the village from oollooting taxes, resrulting and

poyehologioal | m politically dominating his neighbores
= more reuter
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dvop of the military problems at the time of

Thig then was the
the firat Honolulu Conference, when President Lyndon Johnson and some of
nis senior edvisors and Cabinet members met with the Vietnanese governnends
of relevence %o the sountryeide, the Honoluln Gonforence was to target
ageinet the Communist insurgency problem in: the countrysides the
agssumption wes thet Gee general Vostmorelend's mwam war would

S

proceed mﬁgfmﬂlyp
wiwe? nub of the d@%ﬁima at Hewolu the conference wore

issued in& M@aliszﬁa- torns in the femous "Declaration of ﬂm&&u&n’*
and the final communiques For the coumtryside, the official messogen
promised & soolal revolutiony building dempcracy in the rurel evoasy
providing rural congtruction vhile fighting, developing o botier neteriel

life, m inoreasing fool produstion and ersdicating illiteracy and Gissow:

digennce
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M Qz%m x*:ma roots lmi,h ﬁtﬁ Mme did meke o tremendous
$o live up to tholr Henolulu z;W‘“ ma‘tw by mm the toels
for the Vietnemese government to finish the jobs 3‘% of these Honolulu
ideals wore pulled together in one progran= :

progren---vhich become higxlar mu%mm mi?. hﬁ.@w mmwmm
B e Tara vaiuiii rropacands voapen 10

fhe Henolulu Conference 4l ; ;
‘autside, of Vit

denmpen the oriticiem sgeinst the Johneon Administration's wer polieye

liore ﬁ@&ﬁ&mﬁwf it put the Viet Cong on the propagendsa ﬁaﬁma&w

smongst the MZWM The Viet Cong prepg propagandists vﬂm MG $old

 and zemtaﬂ and

the peasente that American Gele's ate“vIEW

a% %‘ B bam@ﬁ’ e LrIes ,} 4.;...;;;-,;'.»* f@"”fﬁg‘,‘,‘py;‘ e
the peasants 6@ sew the GI's treating their B children for hoedsores end

glving then %’W baths and cendios.
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ngith the luzury of 20-20 hindeight," oas one Mmeriasn obsoyved,
doficioncies in tho policies end progrens

these were the .defiedne
outlined in that firet Honolulu Conference two and half years ogot

le The progreme did not feily they had barely boen borme Ao
ene diplomot observed at the time, "1t should be called thede

Ak

Hollow~lulu Conferences It.m was & lulue-but it wes hollowe" Op
es anothor source expleained resently, “There wos nothing wrong with the
Homolulu decisione~-but the decisiong were just wordse The Allled
Mmmmmmmmufﬁmmmﬁmwmw«mam
And the “hite Houoe never mmng mwam@a to itsolf thet the
90 only centrolling element here was the Awrﬂ.aan m&m comend {107
kﬁmaml ?’wmmzm& was munning the war--not m mmaww or the Vietnamesg,
govemmonts Vo had a militery semmunder, but no rosl leador to tie the note
togethers And HACY mm in g3l ono dipoaticone”

ssmore reutor
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One mﬁam w&miﬂ aﬁﬂm vho failed to recelive & special
requestd for ﬁ{ﬁ;;liiw @Y ap on sdditional fund do get his ywvima
tidking, osploinedy™ "Bveryone seys ynmhiheedsbvmodeeien
this is the & politicul and eoonomic war as well as o

militery onoj that revolutionary development is essentisle Iut the
problen is wo den't put ours soit noney where our mouth fwe At best
we a@w& $3-F11140n repest hillicn dollare em the nomemilitary side of
the war=wout of 26 & dillicn dollax expendituree™

2s In #6 mall mumber of sesignod villsges, schools, bridges and
fispengarios were built for the pmgzia« BM not m@ii Wﬁé‘?

were Vietnamese x'ag«alw battalions mess B ey
for ageinst mgwmm %mm&ﬁ forcoss &W
mist infrestrustiurs within

atterpte mado to come to grips with the Comaun
esoh villages Sos while the villager might be able %o oend his cbiid te
g pooure fyom outside Conmuniot

sehooly ot no time did he fool Zwmmd

attasks or free of fmm owmn . nlih
m{gm helping-the covernments By late 1967, the revolutionery develorment

progrem hod stalleds 1t booame apperent “you cen't buy scourity,” with

dispencerios bodks, aeh and "those Christus gooddoss®; A sohooll
wae no substitute for sceurity--end the villegors knew ifs

s=smore router
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low, the.glogam.af ofteropooted slogan of "winning tho o erts and
ninds of the people” has beocme rephrased, mm “greb them Ly their throasts
thyoats end their hearts and minds will felM” g
otigald, tootically, within emchik village, the
pmmmauymtoﬁmgtm;« patag streteglonlly, throughout
the mm the preogrem failed to ra-@in the countryside Lfronm tbe
mmm, mmmwwtmtmuﬁmm mm '

o
S ek
3s A sociel vevolubion did hit the Viotnonose countryside—but not

the ome proclaimed at Ionolulu, In simplest terms, the main-force wap

fought by the North Vietnamese and the Americans destroyed the countryside

and the villages faster then ell tho Helwl Honolulu converts could put 1% badk
togothers A mess yural migration flod %o the citios, maﬁng rofugees
mmmmm mmmmtau&smammmmm
111 the American fertiliszers and Ysiveslet-E{ IE~8 “mireclo” rice seed

oculd not stop the decrease in rice procuremente n mmw&t o

sy

1963, memmmnuwnammwam

==more router
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A

If the Honolulw Confernece Conference of 1966 provided only peripe
periphereal ancwors, or non-answers, to the problems of the Vietnamese
peasantry,. Genera;l Ee%a:hnoreland's main-force war was: also bogged domn
in statistics, mirages and self-deceptionse At best, Gene ral Westmoreland
was applying “half-measures in attempting to defeat the Communist main~force.
In black-snd=-white terms, the only "total" solutiom to the invasion

pmblem was hemetieally sealing the borders of South Vietnam, meking it

¢ an island detached from the continent--much like the French

did with barbed wire fences, electric currents and half-mile-wide m¥¥e

mine fields in Algeria, ‘This course was rejected; the electronic lcllamara
line was but a half-step in that directiom, but it is not so much of a line as
a series of outposts through which the Ngorth Vietnamese somehow mana,gg’[to
squoeze throuch undetecteds Westmoreland's strategy of using American
lhattalions to search and then desitroy.the Communist main-force became &
Mﬁo race on a treadmill. During 1967, for exampley two~thirds of the
%mmists killed by the Americen units were annhiliated when the Communist
ahaae 40 stend and fight—-not when the Americans surprised them and forced te
them to fighte Henae, the Communiste were detminmg most of the pacing of
the war and thes.r | ra’ce of attrition.

==more reuter
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By tho ond of 1967, the Americon command oculd cleim that
evoss and avay £rom the populated sveess In the yoar-end weport of 1967,
the command wwotes “lore oneny vere killed than ovor befores Iy yoor-
goar's ond, onony militery strength was ot the lovest lovel since late
1965 or carly 1966s And about 30 per cent of his nanouver bettalicns were

sidered not combat cffeotives” Duty 29 dayo lotew, the Communioct
nain force mite nround the country swept pact the & -
villages that had boen computerised s pro-govertont, ond wore fighting
in 103 Viotnmmose citles, @iotriot ond provinoiel toms end &
noarby nilitery installationse '

Tomozwow: A flashbeok to Homolulu *(6e

(Ban:s I'11 £ilo the thizd erticle Sunday or Mondays Sorriost this
one is o long, but its the most inmportent once The othor ono will be shortors
Nexg weekt, I plan %o stay in Seigon to 000 vhich wy tho wind blows on
this offensivosotos xmwwmmmmﬁwmm
exoept for foous, mwmmwmmmmmmm,
focusing on Honolulu, Paris, Clifford, Us Se olootions, status of & Vietnemose
ARV Azny ©%0e It vill teke until the end of the week to got thet pulled
$ochos togior together end then I could cable it 1 think on siwmailer would

be outdeoteds loasc olvioocs Rogards Bev)e
aaend Foutor
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