Atin Ennex UPI Special for Gandy by Beverly Deepe Saigon, Vietn@
October 29230 (UPIS) within the next monthy cleven Americen gonorals,
eleven imerican governors, twenty ome Congrezmmen and the Mayor
of Los Angeles and his wife are scheduled to vielt Viet Nam,

"We're going to have Congressmen coming out of our cors," one
feeble-voiced American lamented,

The molascified listing wes contained in en Americen Imbassy
bulletin entitled "Distinguished Visitors Scheduled to Visit Viet Neme®
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According to the hullet:‘.n% the_ American generals have been
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dispetched to Vietnem 10 INVEST nge such detailed subjecis as
“atudy of the concept and procedures and air supporit" ox
wohocrvetion of Us Se Army Medical service activities."
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Ten of the eloven governors wore invited by President Lyndon
Johnson %o meke the visit. The Mojor of Los Angeles and Mrs., Yorty
(first name umaveilable here) are scheduled to meke a five-day

wppivate visit," sccording to the bulletin. noredecpes



% ¥ % to the bulletin x x x

Also scheduled to make "private trips"k to Vietnam, according
to the official bulletin is Congressmen Jim Martin (Ala.), member
of the House Publie Vorks Conmittee (six days with a pe:r'!:;y of two)
and a three-men Gelegation of Republican Congressman for threc dayss
John Duncan of Tennessee, Tim Carter of Kentucky and Willism
Stenton of Ohio.

Threa other Congressmen, with a party of eight, hove
scheduled a week-long visit to investigate ", 5. Small Business
Joint Ventures in Vietnam.*® Congressman CCC Hosmer (R, Califs)

‘4s scheduled to visit "American forcess.” Congressnan George

orider (U. Tenne) ¥ of the House Judiciary Commitiee is soheduled
to visit for eleven days on "official comaiites businsss", according
to the bulleotine

One key visit is considered to be that of Semator John
% Towor (Re Tex.) of the Senate Armed Services Committee,
vho is sehadjuled to gtay eight doys. Another key delegotion
of twntytwe persons igs headed by con@'easman Clement Zoblockl
(D. %x Wise.)y @ member of the Foreign Affeoirs Cormittee ond

chaiman of the Subconmittee on $he Far Bsot and the Pacific, moredeepe



x % x and the Pacific. xx x

During a previous visity a Congressional delegation headed
by Zabloeki arrived in Vietnam in Augusty 1963, during the
turbulent Buddhist orisis preceding the fall of President Ngo Dinh
Diem., One member of the delgation, an ex-Marine, fell into a
spike trap vhile visiting o strategic hemlet. The delegatiion
was briefed by the econcuic aid missiom, but was not told the
one of the highest classified secreiss that the U, 5. govermment

. —eecnomic aid-ef-ihe
hed out w&&m‘e the multimillion dollax’ commercial import

in m retaliation for Diem's

reiding the Buidhist pugodase. Before deporting Vietnamy the
Congressional delegetion learned the secret howvevers the
Bnglish=~language nowspaper é@i& closely associated with the
Diem regime splashed the siory with banner headlines across the

ﬁt front-pages meredeepe



x ¥ x across the frontpages x x X

Barlier this month, a three-man delegation of the House
Committee on Armed Services, headed by Congressman ﬁmééﬁx Le M
LLL, MM, Rivers (De South Carolina) "worked round the clock," @wgé&%

during their two~day stay, according fto reliable sources. Upon

departing, the delegation left behind a gtaff officer, JIJ, TTT,

Kendall, to continue two more weeks of research, Upon

visiting the U Se Army First Air Cavalry Divison in the northern

e e

TE& it B L

provinces, Kendall reportedly there was a shortage
of 2.75 mme ammunition repeat 275 mme emmunition for the American

troopse

"p shortage of ammunition % smam for American troops

in a wor zonme is a catastrophe," according to one reliable source,
and Kendall veportedly asked for a »E rundown on the supply of
ammunition and the logistical mechanisms for supplying war material
for the frontlinese The results a one-inch thick report from

2ll servicesg-—-ATny, Havy; Adr Force ond Marines——on the quantity of
2475 mme smmunition and the programming of future needs. The findings:
therg is onough 2075 mme ammunition in Vietnam for American

forces, but there was a temporary shortage in the First Cavalry

area, according to reliable sourcese noredsepe



x x x to relisble sourcesx X X X

™e Tecent visit of Senator Edwerd Kenmnedy (D. Mass.), brother

of the late President, ocreated weird repercussions withim Vietnamese

T

political circles. The Senator ¥l

payn called on two

key Vietnsmese gemerals gkﬁ holding positions within the govermment,
which 3@1 enhanced their prestige, according to Vietn=mese intellectualse
So, key generals in the opposing ﬁ factions, vwhom the Senator

did not officially§ meet, spread the rumor around town that they

had met Secretary of Defense m&xx Robexrt MoNamara, who secretly

flew incognito ‘o an airbase outside of Saigon. The rumor, designed
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+0 bholster the political prEstiare “of Vietnemese generals who had
notrptnot met® Senator Kemnedy, was publighed in the Vietnamese

language newspapers——without a blue-pencil mark from the government

censore bnditdeepe
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