~\The u. S. Navy is again engaged in river warfare--for the first time
since the American Civil War. This three-part report examines America's
Rice Paddy Navy in ¥iemix Vietnam., This first zg article details the

U. S. Navy's biggest river battle in a century),

&N SEPTEMm BER 7§ /%%7%
The Battle of Snoopy's Nose begen =t 7#30/as pink blughes

awirled into the da_imscapa. Fifty miles from the sea, a ocaraven of 23
Us 3¢ Navy riverboats trekked forwerd in double file, 1like giant
ironclad turtless The caravan left the moin chamnel of the B tobacco-tinted
Melong River and turned north into a emall sx streamlet called Bz Rei,
America's Rice Paddy Navy was planning te land an Army infantry battalion
two miles upstream around the bulbous curve that to the sailors
resembled the snout of Oharlie-arovm's cartoon canine companion,

Suddenly it happened! "I'm sick and taking on wator,"
Delta Taxi, the lead miniature minesweeper, radioced. For the next four
hours, the U, S, Navy fought 2 hectic melee--ii's lonsest, bIBEGL ‘
bloodiest river batile in a century, From the shore, kheki-clad
Viet Cong regulors with red neckerchiefs hid in mud-baked bunkers =nd
hurled bazcoka=-styled @J B~40 rockets at the mini-Naovy, The
rockets' hcot-tongues, of several thousand degrees Fehrenheit, bore
hole after hole, the size of MIG®Yw, mnickels, in the ineh=~thick
ateel gun turrets and sprewed thimbles of molten metal over the

Amcrican gunners,
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A Instantly, Naval gune spit out their projectiles—-incendiary
“nsSe

dem;-tazbﬁfgups and ssucers. Fluffy puffballs erupted like white cotton

blossomsz, Firing from ship to shore was so close-—only twenty five yard o
Bimericen troopers, from behind their armored oéges, hurled hand\é§§322§§225:::22

g \—
as thoughl® #he}&llna/fed—hot baseballs. The shoigaﬁi?tanoe prevented a
few Communist bazooka shells from having time o explode; they
carcened harmlessly off the boats like iron confetti. Within the armored

— WA

turrets, the temperatures gpew so intense one/éaﬁizgéder passed out from
heat exhaustion. The firing was so furious one Navy gunner aimed his weapon
with his knees, while using his hands to grab more ammunition. One young
gunner Tired three weapons simultaneously. As ampunition within the turretaiii
was cxégended, Army soldiers below passed forwerd more caseloads; one hand~-
loaded 40 mm, cannon, the standard World War II anti-sircraft weapon, thus .
belehed out 500 rounds in an hour.Z;Eépe rounds were flying so fast and :
heavy you could walk on them," one sailor recalled. An incandescent
carpet of smcke-heat ro e above the battle scene and kissed the IOWhhangin%5
river-hottom fog. Three times the Naval commander ordered all his guns

to ceasefire "go I could see what was going on."
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\“Em=a§athnutaa{’5gi;; Texi and her sister-sweeper, Miss Carriage, Carria

had been hit by eleven bazZooka rcundsj each of their eight-man crews wes wounded,

p.
The force of the bullets spun the boat/around, like lazy tops, and they
floundered downriver. {At 7233, the next two vescels in the caravan, the
heavily armed baby battleshipscame under Jﬂ&\g withering attacke Rocket

fire shattered the machinegun of Honitor River Rogue, knocked out the radig

wounded the boat captain and three others. The vessel swerved wildly’%ﬁhf/
of control =nd ran aground on the fiery beach. Nearby, command boat Vini
Vidi Viei wngs hit by such force the boat captain and erew were blasted

to the deck and the commander of the whole naval operation was momentarily
knocked unconscious. Soon, the veteran commander, Lt. Cmdr, Francis E.
(DUsty) Rhodes, Jr., of Norkfolk, Va., was back on his exposed topside
position; once he saw the red neckerchiefs of two Viet Conﬁafggging the
area, dropped his command radio mouthpisce, picked up’h-lS’and killed

both of them,

(More)
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At 7335, the second lead lMonitor Why Not wes hit directly in
+WE

n the forward turret; one sailor was killed and 29wy

the engine and
woundeds A Nevy lieutenant rushed to the aid of the wounded, He wes}
killed by the third round, The wounded were wounded again, Within minutes,

g

the whole crew of eleven were casualities‘J Next in the caravan camc the
s e

troig transport ve8feld/ each carrying & 40-man K of Army soldiers.

The\U%rﬁ“ntuan was splatt®red by two rocketss Her radio was knocked out.

Buty alone she proceeded upriver, braving the mile-long gauntlet of
Communi st shot and shells Alone, sh re%ghed the objective area, named
Beach White 2, =#nd unloaded the Army Isolated, she was ordered to
L) NoS,n
re-load the troops and return do6/ nriver, again tnﬂnug through the mile-longﬁ

B Roug ,J
Communist inferncs All but one of the crew was wounded; a young seaman 'the

boat back, The second troop ocarrier, Wild Angels, was hit near the fantail s

where three of the seven-man crew were wounded., A small Army fiberglass
motorbost trailing behind was set afire like cellophane and flames spouted

fifteen feet skywards

(More)
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After fifty minutes of fighting, the Mobile RiverinJ;iuné

returned dovmsteiem to re-organize, evacuate their wounded, re-man the
oy, Pl £

boats and replace their damaged vessels.yggga the caravan came under

withering Communist fire and another touch-and-go battle began. Again,
ﬁ:ua
the lead minesweepers, Green Grabber and Delds Dragon, were hit; 8¢ troop

carricrs took eleven rocket and recoiless rifle rounds. Again; another

Army fibreglass putt-putt spouted flam%sfifteen fect high. One Communist shapsé
charge hi Mt tarpsulin canopy above the Army's troop pit on Big

Boy Pete; the canopy fountained into flemes, One soldier and one sailor

&
, /
were killed; seventeen——or nearly half the so dié} aboard--were wounded.

/_/}

ﬁj

Naval gunmanship again found its mark, /Army soldiers fr4fthoir armored
compartments fired machineguns, grenade launchers and rifles from the
side of their cunbonts as though they were shooting Esem e STRe or—bRULT

ng from 0ld West wagon trains. The

gunbo ts o3 though they were _hooll

fury of gunfire again riveted ship—to—s?;fe carpeting along the walls
A S

of the river bottom. Bus, fthe jironcl: ds/spea forward, surging through

the brown waters and fleming gunfire. At 10348 all boats reached fetheir
objeetive snd londed the Army troops at Beach White 2,) When the smoke

had cleared, 18 of the 23 vessels had becn hitj some suffered eight major
holes and countless niches, but 21l were in operating order a daoy later.
More sailors sufiered casunlities thon soldiers: Jblavy killed, 7O woundedj
12 Army killed and 58 wounded. More significant, more Viet Cong than
Americans were killed-;213 confirmed by yoigpp t, plus, villagers reported,

Ay ) VLA
hundred of others sampaned out 1ater,>/ ourtecn Viect Cong had beend

confirmed killed for q§gry American that died in action. Six hundréﬂ\
fw
Communiast bunkers qtroyed and large qunntitiea of war munitions

cap tureéo
(More) ¥
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mh\mg on July 4, 1863, which opened tht; Hissiasipp:l River } nd selSsored
the Confederacy so thaty as President Abraham Lincoln wrote, "The Father of
Waters agein goes unvexed to the séa." As the Mississippi River Monitors under
Rear Admiral David De. Porter successfully carried the war into the heart of
Dixielend, so the Mekong River Monitors 104 years later, in the Battle of
Snoopy's Hose, :'{:;essfully carried the war into the Viet Cong's backyard.

imericat s kST wg

20th-century Navy, famed for oceatr-to-ooem supra?aoy)

/ i

was sgain fign ng an"“ocean-river" conflict as it had done in the: m "
AL IS e¥eve €, e Spte S
"smericals salt water Neavy has been expanded to fight a muddy water war
eighty miles inland," one senior officer explained. "Naval worfare used to be
impersonal —— we X NeVer saw our enemy oxcept with CVCPeINURROSEZUA rader or

from airplanes. Now we are Tighting nose=to-nose with them as well.”

(more)
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¥hile tge /'bombing of North Vietnm has h gained the focus of (s w,“,{ ,&
headlines and controversy, the Navy's role in and around South Vietnam
hos followed the broad strategy of the American Civil Var. Firsty# to
blockade the infiltration of war materials from the sea. Secondy
internally, to tie an am aqua~knot around thed’ie/nemy' s free mov7nent of

18 o+ Oopa i —

food, weapons and manpower. Third, to deMt-ﬁMses and
main force units.

puring 1865, 450 Union vessels, including ferryboats andsd
commercincl steamers, imposed an iron blockade arcund the 3,000-mile
Confederate coastline, concentrating on prineipal seaports. A century
later, 55 U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships, reinforcing 200 Vietnamese
patrel junks, have 3 established 2 900-mile sea blockade aroumnd South
Vietnam, concenirating mostly on the wilderness swamp and jungled areas

the Viet Cong are forced to use, This Vietnamese operation, aided by

patrols of aireraft oax%':rln N /?i}ge dgtection equipment, has in the

i,

past two years netted six iiron~hulled trawlers, mostly of North Vietnam

origin, ond chaged two others back to Chinese communist waters.

(rore)
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Implementing tie femed Anaconda Plan during the American Civil
wer, the Union Navy knocked out Confederate river forts and installations,
thus sealing the Mississippi River, to constrict the flow into the Confederacy
of valuable foedstuffs and raw materials from the Wes{;, particularly Texas.
Today, in Vietnam, the Navy strategy is similar —— to knock out the Viet Cong
»f}’ortiﬁed basess such as at Snoopy's Nose, and to interdict the flow of Viet
Cong materials across the major branches of the Mekong River,
At the tactical level, America's inland water war in Vietnam is
conducted in much the seme way Rear Admiral Porter fought along ‘th.ex l(iasissiz;pi. #

\7/\ ¢ S s e dp o~

wRiver warfare can't change that much," one naval commander in Vietnem %0

"Ag in the battle of the Mississippi, we try to fEix force and flank Whsste=Seny
strongpoints along the lekong channels. ‘/‘_The difference is in the eneny strategy =
not in ours. The Viet Cong hasn't engaged us in ship-to-ship battles, mimx which
drematized the Civil Wer. And the Viet Cong strongpoints are not permanent
strongpoints. Ve put pressure on the Viet Cong and they fade away to set up &

S, F 9y
bunkered w in a new place. They have mobile Vicksburgs."
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