o
. 9 =
T : b
s ‘_ s
o

amxxng»mﬂmﬁicle 1 of 4-orxrticle series
page 1

December 27, 1965 Q}f7‘

AMERICA'S INSCRUTABLE WAR, ]Q

PLEIRY, SOUTH VIER Mle-This was an ungeinly place
for hictery to be'w@iﬁbﬁn.

During the ‘M morning hours, ong February 7,
Precidential advisor HacGeorge Dundy arrived ia the bilvery
0=123 transport elveraft, “#he White Whale® s Wsed b

s T el

e
s,

American conmander ucuaral Willian Ce Westumorclaanlithe Gﬁwy
airplane in the couat”y‘az’5211~$0muall carpeting. OStanding
on the mortar-pondd steel eirstrip, Dundy glanced at the

forms of twisted belicopters and aivereft, and revicwed the

billets where 416 ‘mericens servicemen were wounded op illed,

gome of them in thier beds, The Viet Cong Communist guerrillas,

in 2 lightaning atteck by suicide and morber squads, had created

b turneil and destruetive havoe in this small corps boadquerters

toun (pope 25,000) only 20 miles from the Ceamboldian border
and not far from the finger-like road-lots coupricing the
Ho Chi Winh Traile ’
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Bazlier, the Vietnauese comuander-ipechief Li. Gen.

- lguyen Ehanh amm, and while fmerican Anbagsador Hazwell

De Taylor in Seigon conferred by *kalephone with the highest
ranking Anerican afmaiam in Washington, Khanhy Bundy and
General ‘a.’ea‘bmmlmﬂ escaped the inquicitive press corps
and aonfem'a& inﬁida the "/hite Whale," Within scconds the
key decision vas articulabed to fhanh; within houvs .__Q
American plmaa m 3 ééevemh Fleet Carviers sped north of
the 17th parellel bolthe military barrecks in the North -
Vietnanese city of Dong Hoi.

(Ivonically bo observers here, bho throe key ddelsion-
alzes at the Saigon level were politically f£iniched by the
rend of 1965, General Ehanh wes couped out of the counbry
& en Ambassadorial post he wes never ZWSFERST to. Ambassador
Taylor resigned to become a "Presidential consulbant ol '
Prosidential Advisor Bundy B4 resignod.)

Originally, the bombing of North Vietnam vas thought
to be @ policy of tit for tat--if you desitroy our inctallationsy
we'll destroy yours. Bub this soon gave vay o a general
policy of rveteliation snd then to a general policyy At first,
the poliey wes officielly procleimed as aimed et inducing the
Torth to negotiaote, and the battle cry of The highest ranking
American officials became "we'll be at the conference table | ‘
by Soptember," : f
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But Henoi @id not nogotiate, Then the official lime
chifted to the military objective of hitting the military
instellations and routes of commmnicatlon which allowed Hanod
%o infiltrate mon and materisl into South Vietnem. But, at
yeor's endy the officigl estinates of Horth Vietnamose
infiltration into the South had more than doubled--to 2500
non a monthy ' , :
| Superficially, the policy of bombing Worth Vietnem

failed to meet its politiecal objective of forcing Hanoi o
negotiape or its military objective of stopping infiltration.
More accurabtely, the policy half-succeeded, for by yean's
end, the bombing of the North had partially paralysed the
cconomic potentials end menpower weserves of the counbrys
In short, if%m&i&Mamm%meat
aggrossion, in official eyes, it vewsSSEMEy would at least
makko it more cxpensive and painful for North Vietnan %o continue
thet policys The policy of aerial aaealatim was also a little
aoticed policy of aerial e: L Q\WW lmom to be
gsubject o American boumblag raids Throughow
4%6; mmmmmwwmaa
Yo Cambodia, which WW the whole Indo-China peninsuls
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The air wer over North Vietnam, however, aid nob
halt or abatc the sharp deterioriation of the ground woar within
South Vietnen, vhich had continued unirpeded sincc the f£all of
the Ngo Dinh Diem regime in Nobember, 1963, The coup dletat
and resulting repercuscions wrodked Uhe povernment's sdalnictrative
and intelligence epparatusy the M a stable
povernment at the Saigon level produced vhirlwind changes of
ofricials up snd down the administrative ladder, love significamby
the strategic hamlet program formulated and nurtured by the ‘
Dien regime collapsed as the Viet Cong “"conguercd® each of the
governnent hamlets, leaving whind thelr oun guerrilla bonds
and political nachinery~ghey advenced forvard.

The gravity of the situation in the countryside could
partially be measured by statistics. DBefore the fall of Dien
in late 1963, the Saigon government claimed 8,000 strabegic
hamleds of the 12 ,000 hamlets in the countryside., By the end
of 1965, the most optimistic “guese-timate® placed he
number of “peeified" pro-governemnt hemlets at 2,000. The
governnent's m&.ﬁmﬁiw plan for 1966 is lmmm %o call for
pacifying those hamlets in a G-mile m&maw“ﬁ/ he 43 pmvimﬁ.al

f‘u

capitels and a F-nile radiug he 250 distriet towns in the
countrysidos
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Begimping with the fall of Diemy military commenders
guickly changed their "measle" mapey the dote which had been
slightly rod werc changed to Communist-controlled; the pink
contested arens beceme red and oven the vhite "measle pox”
which had once been Hotally government controlled boecame a
contested 'pink', By mid-1965, government Qwavinnial
capitals and district heedguarters were ringed by a small oasis
of friendly villages, bub otherwvise were isolabed by the
increasing Red prossure in the countryside., Then, in July,
1964 the first Dorth Vietnamese-born troopers hegan aﬁp@aming
and thasa units, 2later to be designated as People's Ay of
North Vietnem (PAVN), solidified the growing Red strenglh
in the countryside.

By the end of 1965, highest-ranking officials sald
9 PAVH regiments hed infiltrated from North Vietnan (Americany
Korecan and Auﬁvﬁalian ground unite by late 1965 numbered
4@“‘ﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%t&liﬁﬁﬂ*ﬂbw roughly 15 Begiments. )

To cowbat intornal deterioriation, and to complement
the bombidg of North Vietnam, on March 8y 1965 the first
3,5@0 Marines rollod ashore Gnlgsbenbe welooned by a bevy of
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The Americen influs continued Throughout the year=-in
"ypenches” the Fronch wopd for slice——a slica"ef tha%é&ﬁarina,
Division, and finally the whniaiﬁiviaiang o slice of the
101st Adrborne, a slice of the 1at~§arina Divisions the
Republic of Korea tiser rogiment and Merine Division; the Hoyal
Austrelion Reginment; and finally the elite st Air lobile
Cavalvy Divieion, comprising 400-some helicopters and 15,000
troops, many of them airborme gualified., DBy yeawrs end the 00;
e of Anerioun soudet niditany paimal e ST
the outlook for 196G-~the aquivaxan$ of at least one division
a month for the next 12 monbths—-or ab least nearly 200,000
nore Troopss

The firct lerines wore officially designe
localy elaaewiniﬁeauwity4 for the Danang rd*?:wwgz
LROOpe bé@an noffensive patrolling for defensive
but by mideduly, whon the 417314 sivborne Drigade launched a
search-and=dostvoy operation in the Comuunist stronghold of
DeZono, tho Amewricen troops fow the fimsl tlue since the Korean
ar were offensively and officlelly engaged with Communist
clemento.

Usi% the approach of gradualism, &the policy of the

,@.a'éf ﬁmﬁyﬁe&n Yroops, as well as the policy of bombigfis

North Vietnam, was slouly escalated, expanded, et fened and
broodened until at the end of 1905 amﬁriaa ‘baged into a war whigc f
it barely xaa&imeﬁ it had entered. |
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Cn tarch 8, with the arrival of the first Anerican ‘

dmy vndbs, the decade-old Cold Yar msvéﬁ into a
varm War, 4f not a Hot War, Tho fdsological conflict,
which had proviocusly existed in diplomatic diépaﬁahﬂa and
conference table discussions, moved &aﬁn to the swoppse and
Jungles of South Vietnam; Vietnanm became the‘£0¢al point for
the conflict of what was officially described ag difforing and
conflicting ways of life, ,

But, more significant to obserwvers heve, it wes
a drematization and crucisl Gesting of two oystems of pcﬁer,

One wes the massive physical power of Amorima; the other was
the power of the Communists to mani@ulate.ﬂhﬁ masges, to incite
uprisings and deterioration of Anti-Commmnist stvength in o
var the Commmists, more gpecifically, the Chinese Commmisbse,
labelled as the "war of liberation," Doth, Vashington and
Poking appeared to agree it was the "war of the fubture.”

- The difference betwecn these tuwo implenmontaticons of
power was well described by a 20-~yoar-0ld Anmerican private
who sew the g, in Danang,

“I can toll you when Uncle Sam moves in, bthewe's no
goofing avound,” he explained, "There was nothing herej then
the Harines moved in and the buildings started golng upe Ve got
sem word a Fe100 squadron was moving in here and we had & days
to £411 200,000 bags of dirt for sandbagging of morbar defonscss
Even the colonecls were shoveling dirt.
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"How you can look down this ode runway and for two niles
there are American jots wingtip o wingbipe That's veel power,"

But the private, who hed sat for 4& hours a day, for
13 monthe in a foxhole ab the edge of the Danang runvay
explained the dichotomy of the war,

"The M‘”,m know more what's heppening on this
airbase than tho base comnender and the 20,000 Anerican Marines
around it, There are olx thousend workers vho come on here
 dsdly—-yo lkmow some of thom are Viet Congs If the Victnamese
seccurity officer koeps thom off, he and his family will bé
®illed, The Viet Cong con come on this base wight under our
noses--we don' lmow who's who, Ve saw andold wonman carrying
a buckot of dvain oil into the gate, hon we was checked hez,
tmmaﬁgmmﬁmmm@m&‘m@ﬁmﬁwh@a
a false botton £illed with plastiques We captured one of the
workers dreving o1l the defense structures on the bases
e aaptwedomutﬁheﬂrimaxmmrimmmawn
the tail nurbers of all the American aircrafl on the bascs
Once my unit was given five-hours of lesve to go to the
QWMQ When we reburned more than half of the 100
mimmth@aamun&themﬁmﬁasmnpaperwm
them, THach bag had a poisonous krait snoke in it. Some worker
nad just walked avound and dropped a snake ia cach fomhole."
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This conflict in the two systems of power-~the old
wonsn with @& bucket of plastique ves the double=tho-specd=of
sound Phantom jeobs--was the cssence of Auegrica's Iaserutable
‘War, which one Westerm diplomet described as "the unholy
trintty of terrorism, subversicn ond guerrilla warfaro,”

The Pebruary 7th bombiag of North Vietnam produced
Jittery nerves in Saigon vhere the population att%_;ggggd to
sutieipate the Commmnist reactions Would Henod's FEC-19 bomb
south of tho 17th parallel in reprisal? Uould the Chinese
Commmist invade? The ancwer came 87 days later in Senbo
Domingoy when American Marines and paratiroopers were dispatiched
$o provent wholesale chaos. DBub, as in Vietnas, American
larines and paratroopers were not a substitute for, nor could
they create an officienty Just inﬁigem WM%;, i :

Anerica's Inscrutable War in Vietnam hed ©
into anothor arcady of the volibe underdeveloped, uncoumitted
Thinrd Yorld. | ’
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