Saigong June 13

Dear Hanks

The Khe Senh «f tuation is still such that I couldn't find clear-cut

answers to sny of the questions you péised your cable. Generally speaking,

I think I interviewed most of the people in the northern provinces who

would be informed on the subjeet. My basic approach in interviewing, which I
used 2lot in the past, was to try to play the four services--Army, Marine,

Air Force and Novy-—off against each other, i. e¢s to use one to check or

ke tottlo-tale on the otherj; and also to check one echelon mgsn ageinst
another within the service most involved in the action, in this caset the
Marines, Before leaving Seigon, I requested through Marine press channels
to have interviews set up for me with the Intelligence and Operantions Officers
firat at the Denang level, and then at the Dong Ha (diviskon) level and

then at Khe Sanh. Unfortunately, the press officers kept giving mo appointmen
to see the Merine generals invoived--but not their staff officers. I suspect
the Marines were covering up a great dealy buity I think the Army ingdelligence
officer =i spilled most of the beans. :

Sources interviewed were:

ls General Tompkins, the division commender during the Khe Sanh siege.
Three days before I arrived in Danang, he held a press confereonce, for
direct attribution, on Khe Sanh, I listened to thet tape and quoted him
by name from that in certain places. I also had a non-atdributeble
background briefing with him, which turned up some good materials I've
used alot of his thinking in the first article, but attributed it enly
to informed sources, It seems cloar %o me though, that there were no-
2 N¥A divisions “round Khe Sanh through mid-NMarch, as he said officially,

2« GCecl. Dicky, the chief of steff at Third Werine Division 2t Dong He.
He wasn'y very helpful or articulaite and I didn'y use his thinking in the pieocc

3« General Hoffman, who has replaced Cols Lownds as commaonder =% Khe
Senkr. I haven't quoted him by nome, but he's the source for the present
situation around Khe Sanh in article l.

4e By accident, I met one of the Xhe Sgubh battalion commanders I
had interviewed in Mérch in Khe Sanhs Ee is now working with the ground
surveillance teams, which I mention, but 21l of this is so classified
I couldn't get any details. His assistant now is the former intelligence
officer to Lownds, '#®n whom I interviewed in Khe Sanhe 3ot of them '
{He~¥¥®n the NVA did not attack becsuse of U, S, firepowsr, But, the
intelligence officer conceded "I got into alot of trouble about Khe Sanh,”

on the his staff judgments.

/,

5« On the Air force side, I talked with the commander for all the
Khe Sanh flights at the centrd control center, the comm=nder of a fight
squ-dron component, the airlift commander, one forward gir.controller
whom T con quote by neame in the piece and went on a FAC mission over Khe Sanh

with snother cne. While all were proponents of the firepower view, they

b nd mrme dntovactins observationsSs
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airpover Zforoed the VA to withdraw—their cnsvers were “"¥e atill don't
know why Ciop didn't cttack or what he was up to~-but we killed ~lot of
Vi ctes In foot, nome of the sources in “ny service went as far
Clexks Clifford in saying U, S. firepower farced the V2 to withdraw--czoept
the two montioned in item 4e

6s During my Denang trip, I slso jumped up to ths Tk Fleets I talked
with the ndmirel there and scme £ of the pilots: thoy wore outniders im
the Fhe Senh operationm--doers, but not in commend positionas, Bui, they
gove me o useful tip sbout the Intruders being the only plane that could have
saved Fhe “snb 1f the grownd-controlled roder bhad been knovked out during bed

we thore

Ts All of tho obove exeept the Havy, reprosents sort of a coalition

of vievpoints the Cl »k Clifford viewpoint, with v Iying nuincese..ethe Marine

comm-nd, the ady The opposition view vaa sxpreaced

by the intelligence officer of the lst Ca¥ Divion Division, vhich got invoive

in Fhe Jrnh intelligence by mideliavch, and then on the ground by spril 1.

He meintogns he was in a botter position to know about NVA strength around

Khe senh than the Werin.s in Zhe ause the Firsi Cav was mecting

some of these rogiments in the battle for fus oto. He is the spurcs of most

of the views quotos in ~xiicls 3, the source of the diversion theory--shich

othors ~199-89id in Saigon alco holdwennd the pooh~poohing of the gagedtry,

I've iried to take care not to identify him by pocdtion or by his midy
Xmioiahx cinoe I doubt that his view would bo epprocicoted in official channols,

He is wery artioulnte, cpon and pro=press snd I spant more than three hours

talking with him, Ho wns mwym&ammmmmmﬁ‘umﬁm

of batile, wvhon the umits moved out of Xhe Sanh eto-~the Marinos kept

fussing over thece questiens, I think ho gave me some of the best detailed

inform-tion end judgments—-ond as he s@l soid, he oculd be mare objeotive b

about Exe “onh than the Marineos.
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