(Morgan Gendy)

SATGON, 13200, (UPIS)~—Security officials have long
helieved Communist guerrilla bends could shell the Saigon airport,
as they did Wednesday morning, But the sizzling political crisis
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"Security around the airbase wag !@’s: relaxed because of
the political situation," one @. high=-reanking £ Vietnsmese security
officer explained. He said same of the Vielnsmese rogulax
apny units, vwhich would nommally be patrolling om the outner
nerimeter of the a2irbase, had been confined to barracks or assigned

other responsibilities connected with the anti-government political

denonriretions end turbulence..
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Saigon's Tan Son Whut civilian-military airport--one of the
busiest in the world=-lies three miles north of the center of the
citye The hub of the airport is the radio control tower and the
main jet=length runway, where distinguishedk businessmen land

. onm one end
in commercial airline = only seconds after American
jet fighters screech off the other end, The radio tower was knocked

out during the twenty-minute, multi-milZiom dollax attack Wedmesday

mnorning,

Hag Mo & ;
This hub of the airport is seeurm?’ém{ed wire fences,,

outposts, Vietnomese and Americam security forces. @a,
the Communist guerrill&,;’) attacking with mortars and recoiless

2
rifles did notrptnot penetrate this imnmer defense perimeter.
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Within this inner barbed wire perimeter, more than ten
thousand American troops are based, mostly for conducting the
alrwar against the Viet Cong guerrillas in the rice paddies. The
American units have security responsibility for their aircraft
and helicopters, property of the American government, but their
duties donotprnot go beyond the barbed wire fence.

The second rim of defense-~-beyond tThe barbed wire--would
under times of political quiet--be naintained and patrolled by
one Vietnamése airborne battalion, and one Vietnamese army
battalion securify sources said.

However, since the Buddhisf-in5§ired demonstrations and
turbulence designed to topple the Saigon government, the Vietnamese
airborne battalion was notrptnot permitted to patrol. Instead,
it wags ordered to remain in their barracks in case they were needed
to stop the Buddhist-inspired rioting, street fighting and stoning
of Americans in Saigon. The Vietnamese army battalion had been
shifted during the crisis from airport security against the Viet
Cong 10 protecting Vietnamese government installations, such as
the government radio station, after the pro-Buddhist students

attempted to seize it several weeks ago.
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third add=-morgan gendy--salgon X X X weeks 280 X X Xe

The elite paratrooper battalion and the regular army battaliom
were replaced with only one battaliom of regionall forces, which
are iz notrptnot as mmm well equipped, traimed or paid as the regular
unitse

Beyond this smmumix comes the = third segIFTYy porimoter line,
which on the southwest side of the airport was to be cmxmxad secured
by one Vietnamese army battalion, one Ranger battalion and

mmn regional forces under the

local popular and
command of the Taw Binh distmict, Gia Dinh province. Gia Dinh
is the doughnut province surrounding the city of Saigonj +the airport
lies in: the +this province, unotrpinot im the Saigon city limitse
However, because of the political umrest in Saigon, elements
of the Vietnamese army battaion and the Kanger battaliom were brought
into the city limi;tsjff Saigon 1o mmz attempt to maintain law and
order against the rioting demonsirators.

This left 0£ aye §mat1ggring of 1ooakpopu}ar and regional
- battalions to

paramilitary forces, plus élements of the

do the job of patrolling. y;;»/ %U ki Epniit A 7/

Aye total of twenty five square miles Towvers the defense of

these three perimeter rings.
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"But you know we did notrpinot have enough troops to
cover all that ground all the time," one Vietnamese security
officer explaineds "And the paramilitary wmits were sye little
dazy in patrolling anywaye®

Botween the second and third security xims phaselines——

wymmmmﬁmmnmmm somewhere betweem one to five thousand

meters from the @x airport x'radio tower—-the Viet Cong
guerrillas, roughly fifteen to thirty of them, brought im
m at least two mortars and one seventy five recoiless
rifle to m bambard the airbases
They placed their base plates and mortar tti tubes near the
village of Ba Queo repeat Ba Queo,{ :jagq?rdin to official sources.
o ofs Ferd

This rural peasant villags of aye small market;—evsmomme
is surrounded by fruit groves and bushes. Diroertiry g
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Bight nides edweedly west of this village HSriwmaiien

an hours march awey lles Duc Hoa, the Viet Cong headquarters for
their units speeilzlizing in sabotage, demolitions and small unit attacks,

Duc Hoz is om the fringe of the Communist stronghold called the
Plain of Reeds, aye marshy @ wasteland +“hat has been under the

Communi st contrel mm even during the French Indo-China Wore

(More—-iiller-~PD)



fifth add--morgan gandy--saigon X % X indo~china war X X X
Security officials have estimated that im am eight~hour march, the
Viet Cong could conceivably move divisions of troops from Cambodia to Saigo

This specialized unit in Duc Hoa is ecommanded by aye hump~backed
man in his forxties, whose aslias is Ca Nbhi, security socuvces saide
At the Saigon security hecdquarters aye phote of this men is poated=—
H@ aye onme million ilastri (;1339000) repeat nine thousond dollem

@: reward has been or his Ege heade

Almost all of the small rural villages around Seigon have been

su‘;aject 40 minor terroriem within thmxx recent weeks. Two or three
policemen aye night are killed or kidnapped from these villagess
police checkpoinits and headgquariers are regularly aitacke d—gometimes
overrun——as the Cummuoia have tightened their noose around the
capital citye

#I4 would take hundreds of thousands of troops shoulder %o
shoulder with x gerden rakes digging up the vhole perimeter all the
'{;;i.xﬁe to prevent an attack like this," ome American Air Force
officer explained, "The Ve Co (Viet Cong) can put mort-w tubes
under any bush any tﬁ time a1 nd we can notrptnet even a&-p/‘baem.

*THts like trying to find aye white mouse im aye coup,™ he
expleaineds

“Besides, they w =till have nomtnoﬁ captured those hoods

that mortared the United Netioms in New York, heve they?"

(Bndit-~Biller——3D)
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