PHAN THINT, COUTH VIETHNAM-eWhile Saigon hos MMW m«‘é

a8 "lull bofore lodge™, Buddhist grievances are swesping through the constel
provinces north of a Saigone

Buddhist lenders’ snnounced strategy for Ssigem imto wait for the
errival of Henry Cebot Lodge as m new United Statos Ambaseeder in midftugnst,
aspparently in a bid to goin his supports mmimwlwmm
to "koep hands off* the internsl Buddhist strugele againet “religlous
diserimination® by the Catholioeled government of President Ngo Dinh Dieme

But 6h even a cnsusl £0 statement by departing Ambascader Prederdek
Ee Tolting Jrey produced an cutburst of annopance from Scigomeces Nolting's
romerk MtMMMmmuWWmmﬁmu
Viet Nem during his two and half year tour coused on Vietnumese atheist
to delarey, "Holting ie » rare hinds It's not a question of whother
hin stotemont 1o right or wrong--it's just that no one could wnderatand
mummu say it when he was leavings"™

Observers here believe Lodge will be faced with the difficult
tagk of revising this middle-ofethemrond polioy which hae created anly
m suspicious end engry enemies £ of both the Buddhists end the

govermment, without geining support from oither ocides
(More)
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"Lodpe will £ind the big problem of counterinsurgency here is ¥k
working #ith e hostile friendly government,” omne imericen official laughed.

But o more formidable problem facing leodge is the sespage of Buddhist
antimgoverment griovances to the umsophistionted, isoloted rural
provinses whore the VietnoMose povernmentwewith ﬁ subgtontial ‘mericsn
»concmic mid mdlitery backing--has been attepting to to win the spport
of the peonle as & mesng to defeat the Commmiot Viet Cong suerrilleas,

2 woik ngo o second bonze-burning in this provimoial cepitel of
605000 persons living'z 120 miles northeast of Saigom focused nttention

_on the sweep of A Budihict dscontert %o tho ten oritical provinces

bordering South Chins Sem from Seigon’Sm 400 m los north to eld imporisi
capitel of Mue, 'E It wes in liue, President Diem's hometowm, thet the
religious orisis bogen on May 8,

0f the remaining 42 other provinces in the country, those in the
umdma ph%m rogion bordering Laos, populated mostly by pmtw
m«.tmumu practicing enimiem fmstesd of Puddhim, umxy fairly
isoloted from the Mddhist fleveups In raéo. in one provineisl espital
end division hen quarters in the high platean refion, Buichists have

?ﬁm printed bammers proclaiming thelr mpport for the govermment inetond

of their religiocus lesderahips

The othobg provinces in the ricoerich Hekong Delts, wvhere Commmnioct
mativity ies comcentrated, have mot beon mubstantially affected by the mdihiet
ordeisy, nocording to informed smerican sourcess Meny of theBudihiste living
there ore of osmbo/ien or South Vietnmmese extrection, which mekes them

less emergetic an’ excitadle on matters of politios emd maam
TN, | = == N
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For this tiny country alreedy besieged with the enormous prodlem
of wiping out communict subwersion and infiltretion, the three-montheold
Pe Buddhiot cricins hes wiped up division, disagreemont, indecisivencns end
emoticns that renoch from the nmlately yellow Prosidentinl Frlmos to the
most modest huts in Saigon snd the coasital regionass
Bot since late 1950s /' when President Diem defented armies of
polttzmwawm groups has heo faced as puch ¢dscomtent as he hes

in thepost three momthos Tut st tht timey as one Wﬁ officisl
noted, mmm Diem was viewe! ac “the great hope of Vietnam,)f um
How he's s tired old men that everyone ic tired ofy"

To add %o the Prosident'ow-und Lodge'oswwheadaches of defonting
the Communiet guerrillas, the country was M hit with Buddhist religious
sigilinerguments that heve since beooe » foous of antimgovernment (4soomtents
Precident Niem tricd t0 quell the disturbaices sné demongtrationoe-agninet
imerioan nivicewewithe/ the same violent tueties he would use egsinst hies
“omeunist onemye It did mot werke Tho issue mushroomed and emotions rosos

Yor the first timo intellectusls and political opporitionist ,
long disenchented with the litile Prosidenty bhad an issue to grab ontos
Persons whose religion was o ouwrious Vielnamese hybrid of animism, Taolmm,
Gonfucionien, Symism snd Duddhiem Ldentified themselves with tho Budhict
sides Toung studente who proudly concdiored themselves ntheists m/begen
showing up »% Bu'dhist prgodas for memorial cservices,

Vietn'mese housemsdds, ofter rending Mddhist lenflets, proted
pieturoe of Mu'dhe on kitchen walls and begon lighting joss stickn for nightly

prayer sesci fine
(M:ra)
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/H Hushan's and wives bogen arguing Ono Sdsyoar=cld bushend 4alf hic

wife not to porticipate in a domonstrniion, “Oho ooolded mey” he snid.
"m!z sadd .a!w was a Daddhint rnd wonld die for Dadchimme™ She wont
;f’,m demcnstrstione

Tempers fleared at cocktnlilp partise betessn Cathoiica, Buddhiste and
'mericons until pro=govermmant Vietn-tlece no longer acesptad jnvitsiione of
fricnds and long-time assceiatons

ind while Puddhist charges of disorimination ore aimnd nf the President'm
rlleged faveritim tewsrds Satholica, _w the govermment ie¢ now in
the process of losing some of its Cath li.g'”ﬁpﬂh In a paiteral lotter
imted June 27, the irehbishos of Saigon, Poul Nguyen van Binh stressed,

“The Ohurch slwars teschom em prootises Juitiocey cherity, heroony and peace
torarmis all, without distinotion of race, longuage or creod,”

Yet, whi l?t the Buddhistegovernment conirove sy remnined isolated in
urban oenters like Valgn whare tha battls mgainst the Viet Cong was not
being wageds the problem was still relntively msples It has now become
fncrcasingly complexs The concern now is two-foldy Hee te prevent 1te moving
further into tha provinoee were 4t will bonafit the Viet fong muerrillamg
nnd secomdy hew o solve not only the raiigieus centrovermy, but sigo to cuell
the political discontents who heve becomo mttached %o it.

The problems are serious, for the intenmliy of emotions in Ssigon
have been frned fammed into the provincem. In the northarm provinces,
eivilian nchulation defimntly weesr ysllow Buiihiot prmtches , whish "“mesns
they've joined 'Hll__-» olub,® ono govermment officdel anid.  Young wk

studente act »s lialson agents and messengers By oorrying Budchiot loaflate
BETWEER Soigon ond the provincess (Mars)
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More sigmificontly, 4t coused one B-ysameold & mele studenty
K BGEMAet; 90 SAS IR suther gn $5 S0 sk So Menfied (ANts IR
There's no purpose in fighting the Ve Ce (Tiet Cong merrillsn)=it's only
to keep 2 privileged group in power,”

Te become such o potent forve in Viet Netsge the Duddhists have
emped & page from the Commmiot guervills handbodte Dy short, &Em
simple, yet emotionmal leafletey by pagode meatings where the pecnle loughty
wingy ¢lap and chanty by direot comtoot with the pesle through
demonstrations andg processionsy by use of an explosive religious
force compareble to Communioct ideology, the Buichiets have begun
to win the hoarte end Ma:im population which the Vietnomese govermment

-

hae been unubleo te do mn”"xza ‘moricen~mpplied squipment, money, tFaining

B e T

“If the Viet Cong wore ever discouraged," one poumwsmmin official
lnmented, "This Buddhinst business should rucker thom upe”
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