* (MORGAN GANDY)
SATGGN, 29200 (UPIS)--The Johmson Administratiom's reported

% emphasis for aye non-aligned Southeast Asia w e

was imnediately regarded here as aye major policy shift.

"We thought the Americans came to Vietnam to stem the tide
of Commmism,” @Ml one Vietnsmese intelliectusl pointedly
said. "And horedis they ave advocating meutrelizing the % whole
% South Bast Asia peminsula. Whatever happemed to the domino
theoxry?" R 5

His view reflected the w' stunning impact and
%2, sizeable jolt to 3 Victnamese political imsiders of the
@ news dispatches of Vice President @b Hubert Humphrey's
Newsweek intexviews '
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( TVietnamese % language newspapers splashed bannerd

headlines roadings
“Inited States completely agrees to the principle of # real

independence snd nom-alignment of Vietname" »
The Chinh Luem (Right Opinion) newspaper, the second largest

in ciroulation and considered to be asseciated with the Americam

Em;ral% Intelligence Agency," oarried under its bauner headline

‘mprf thvee columm subhead rending, oiamn he (Vice President Wy)

said only god can reverse the

situstion in Vietnam because that country has al: kimim' of problems."

(More—-iiller—3D)
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The @m—-neutralist, - px ’o-“uuuhlst newspapers cum:::.ed banner
headliness

The major Catholic, anti-Communist newspaper carried c'nly
aje three-column lead headline,

ine neuspaper representing the viewpoint of prominent Vielnamese

generala did notx'ptnot even carry the storys

' Sthe
The French language newspaper inconspicuously plucedm—-——-
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story on the front page, bub :
lead with the Vice President's renarks on conteining, b@ but notrptnoﬁ

isolating Communist Chinase ‘ ar 7 i
: Ebne‘ of the neuspapers @ appeared to hzwe‘time to write

‘eny editorial comments aboub %he ‘.{iée“?resident’s remarkse

A
o\

(More)
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The news dispatches == of the
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Vice President's remarks

passed the governmen’c Censorss -@’, Zhe Vietnamese

newspapers used the word "Khong Lien-Ket"

1literally "no relationshipe or allimcﬁs?w

wprung Lap” g@ whieh means

e knew we could notrptnot ,:,fu

"peubralitye”

the word trung lap by the

governmen’t CensoT, # one Vietnamese new.aman explained. “But the

& words mean the same ’Ghlﬁg; to the Vietnomeses” : !
in the hot afternoon
As the Vietnamese m«a‘ra nca.:zmpeﬂs hi ‘——“"“"

a smalg,, cluster of pol jticelly-oriented Vietnamese businessnen

bought and over joe crean ond coffee, one of them nusedy

% as he rea& the Vice L.;‘Cuald(),&'i:!“ statement, "IL'S

faiply clear novs The current crisis in Vietnam is crcated by

the Americans so they can f£ind an excuse to @_negotiate and

get out of Vietname'

The @e others ogreed and the

§prov1§nces of south Vie tnen--and the ©

Americas

conversabtion £1litted to

» discussions about the disr uptive demonctrations in the llorthern

nes earlier tal week in
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The Vietnamese political circles quickly equated the
VtEiEEPVice Pregident Humphrey's statement with the IicCwhteiGiiee
eventual fall of Prime Minister's Nguyen Cao Ky's hardline anti-
Communist government and Vietnam's ruling ten-man junﬁa@ and then
the graduals-perhaps bloodily violent--rissssfessamugsaieclcTZence
of a pro-neutralist government and an eventual wilSTENLLs .
withdrawal of most--but perhaps nobtrptnot all~-of the one guarter
mfiiﬁmmillion American combat TroopsSe

"The Vietnamese government is really worried now,2 one source

close the governnent explained. "The dammed Americans really

» want to puli out of here, I/ did notrptnot believe that they'd
ever do it."
A politicall$~interes%ed wife of a Vietname low-ranking
government i officlal explained, "If the American troops pull out of
: here e whole country will collapse. The students (in the northern
provinces) are demonstrating and striking for a withdrawal of
American troops. Bub, my God, 1if the Americans pull out of here
how will their parents get the money to send th-giv%ﬁﬁmrr 'school.?

(More~~M1ller«~BD)
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An American civilian cxplained thet the greet dsSBse
danger ;Zig neutralist governmént is that clandestine Comnmunist

agents would exert more influence in that government then the

pro-Americon clenentss
"The AmEre bio question is whether the Amerlcans pull out——
or get chucked out in a very dishonoreble manner," he explained,
An Ameriecan peratrooper, who 1&St\WQGk was involved iﬁ
bloody battle with North Vietnamese scldlers, took a sip of

straicht vodka, read the Vice President's statement and s¢ghed,

' wHow cen we give this place away when we have' fought so hardl®

(End~Miller-BD)
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