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emmcﬁ, ‘PRIL Meuz-lrﬁna meka agoy o Mve Viet Cong

politio ”r‘"m de‘fected to a duaty, romoto ’ﬂetmmsw covernment
police post more than tmnty milaa north of the copitaleeand thus
tummt ikno'm to date in the Vicinam wom,

beotme the most phHonome
mziming even the Hollywood thriller suspense of Alfred H:tchoock

and Jomes Mn? Mtha Viot Cong officer simply revealed voet portions

of an imminent Communist plan to launch & militury oxtrovegenea agrinst

snigon even more spectacular thon thoi¥ surprise Tet offcnsives The

prodigious battle plan rovenled by the commissaur colled for the

coe™ o uivalent of ot least ome end helf div&siona (155000 men)end

poasidbly ¢7 two and half divisions (25,000 men) / viet Cong converging

to assoult ssigom wnd ite oulakirts, orchestyated with artillery and

rocket cttecke on cmmunition depotm;, geooline tonk farmsy the

Americ n embassy end military billets, the Mmericon militery commend

and 3nigon?a égzimrt' the YTietnomene Preasidentinl polace and Iligh

Comninde
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The resulting militery fireworks would have wield ricochetted
politically around the world, especially at a time when wasnlngton

and Hanoi were deadlocked on & meeting site tor peaoe talksf The
revelations of the Viet Cong commissar indicated that if the Communists
hod succeeding in launching and 1mp10monting their large-scale battle
plang Washington would have hod 1{%¥2 lost so much of its bargeining

positiony; it would have had little to talk about with Henole
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The Viet Cong politic~l commissor™
defected on Fridny, April 19~-ond since then, .;ai;fgor nns ‘been suspended
i

frenzied atoteo of paadﬁonimg W éxpeeted
to continue uatil at least Moy 19, the birthdicy of NHorth Vioctnomese

in &

PR precsident Ho Chi Hinh, After his defeotion, the commissor wes
trensported from the police post to Biem Hoa, the corps hesdquarters #
twonty miles north of Saigon, and them to Seigon, where Vietnomese
interrogators immedictely begen to glean information from hime  The

governmaent interrogators ifn deaidad the, Wr—elﬁ cmmugt was not a
W

héax and thet Mis Safermetion hed) ‘tipped them off about o impending

Communist offensive, On the Vietnsmese govermnnent side, soveral significant

things hoppened immedistelys all Vietnamese forces in the Saigon area

were pluced on alerty wity with ome hundred per cent confinement to barrncks,

v Vietn'mesc troops were rushed intoc the #¥o saigon defense perimeter,

govermment employewes got wind of the scoop and degen telephoming their

friends to stockpile rice, milk, ocoocking fusls ond other neccssities.

Theny, povernment sources lesked

__________
to the v:totn mo06 apd Testern correspondent: uf e:t the oamismr*r defeau} W

«--r-“"(
and the m mnt attack on m. saigan, later m ‘climaxed

by similar ms Mwomaatﬂ t(:':x)a press b;ftiw Vietnonese Prime Ministor,

wmore LmigER router
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Not until the following Wednesday, vfive days later, did General William
C. Westmorelend's Americen Military Assistance Command (uACV), swing into
action. Americen interrogators, aided by lie detectors, also placed
eredence in the Gemm commissarts story. Aler;ts to American forces
were immediztely issueds 9 Weapons were issued to headquarters officers,
pmerican civilian government employees were told to stockpile Atvm weeks
of rations, some military officers were ordered to sleep overnight at the
@ large military command complex, called Pentagon Easty American
billets were pleced on 'white' alert.

MACY 4 also reportodltj/a/umhed af‘ special operation to find out just

who had lesked he story to the press. WESWe But, the commend foiledj for
ASS Al

while MACY wanted the story kept seeret so that the Viet Cong would ebéesi

i HeM Lo, Rea
S—2ml the Allies

sources wos deliberately feeding £ more and more information to the press, =
RN M ENT

e for the attack, the Vietnsmese government

o Uk

’ﬂﬁ"’;ﬁéﬁmes argued that the p politicalepsychologic:l shock of another
Viet Cong assault into Sai gon-—% even if the Communists lost huge numbers

of men--would outweigh any military geins.
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But, while mcv officially was trying to squelch leaks to the
press about the expected imminent attack, its headquarters officers
were tipping off their friends about it, the within hours the word had
swirled d@% nll the way down to the level of mini-skirted Americon

cuiC €l &
seeretaries. The most open secret in Saigon —Ewirtew through lcomm:nd =nd

LoD

%m the city. Later, ﬁ’m'ig. Gene e sidley, General
Westmorclandts officer in charge of public information, gave & sketchy
briefing of the impending attack to several dozen correspondents, but the

briefing was “off-the-record," meuning it could not be published. The

Christisn Seience MNEE® Monitor was not presents
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Vietnomese intelligence sources list % the commissar's nome as
Tran Van Dac—-Dac means "achievement"--and his codencmes as @@ Ha No. 8 and
Honoi Noe 8¢ But the @ semi~official Vietnam Press identified him as
Colonel Tem Ha, and he was still later identified as g Colonel Pham

Van Thache It is not unusual far Viet Cong offioers to acerue a number of

i m
aliases. V:Letn mw Press temad him "the most high
%@ ronking V¢ agent who has ever rallied to the mational couse,” and

the news -wwsee service bestowed him with the rank of colomel, but other
ofﬁcial. R sources said that since he was a politieal, r ther than
militory, | officer, he held only the equivalent rank of lieutenant colonel,
Two other Viet Cong @1 lieutenant coleonels have previously defected to

the Vietnamese government--but none bringing u.b? pinpoint intelligeme
informetion as @1 sensational as the Communist battle plan for Saigon.
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i .
The sources said he was the political colifFE¥™ commissar OF the

Viet Cong 9th ISVESFOW Division, based northwest of Ssigefi, ond deputy

political commissar of sub-commend 4 of the T=700 region, a mew cammni/

controlling @ military and political activities in Seigon and

surrounding provimcess operating directly under the Viet Cong high command,

“enlled COSVN.
The commissar, &aged 49, was @ reportedly born and raised
in Binh Dinh province of central Vietnam., The son of a middle-class family,

he véompleted roughly the ecuivalent of junior high school, and then

in 1947, he joined the pro~Communist Viet Minh to fight the French G lorin lis]

e

during the French Indo-China Ware

AN
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The Faass two reaaons he gave for his dm defection were

e

:‘ reportedly hzghly personal oness First, he ssid, he knew alot of

#

o
oivili» ns h~d been killed or wounded in saigon during the Tet offensive<—

e e e

and he \ix’gcom attack would E_eveg, worse for the civilians because

of the )he"?vy weap&a bcu‘bardmentslgl?-:d dUPINZ THO U TLNeE, He oo

said he couldn*t teke it any more; his morale broke; and he hoped ¥

that by c% coming to the govermment side, he could foil the plan and the
Communists would not attack. The second reasond’ was much more of a
long-stonding grievence~-the Communist Party gave preferential treatment

to m codre from the working-class & over those of MTEwNE
middle-class status, such as himself, Hence, he a@ saidy, Colonel Hoang
Cam had been given command of the Viet Cong 9th Division because he ¢ me

from o working cless f@ family, but when Dac was a major;Cam g o only & 4o
- 7“&1/'

\""’

lieutenant #nd now Cam had risen much faster. Colonel Cam was )kille&

as his units withdrew from sSaigon during the Tet periody, Dac saidy and other
Viet Cong officers are now disgruntledmm T;wy are being i severely

eriticized, =2and some replaoed, beg ‘use their units suffered such heavy
/‘ 2 I3~ D . !

-’

casualties during Tets

s=more reuter



ZCzZC sag

yy 1ip
turncoat 9 (normass/deepe)

e

‘The Communist timetable for tHE executing of the battle plan was
¢ imprecise, but the commissarts informetion was detailed enough to give
Allied interrogators rough estimetes €T thne vilt. The commissar seid
the first orders he received ¥ from the Viet Cong comm:and were that
the assigned units should be ready to move by April 16, but that, as of
April 19 when he c'lah defected, mno exact date for the assault had been
&agmgi_med down to the field echelons. He "ouessed" the attack inight have
?Mmst week=end, but if not, he thought it certainly would come
before May 1y a :é red-letter Communist holiday, He said tﬁ' some
&;@as&g&eﬂ units already had "advance party" off#gers and ﬁ
forward ,g:g? Meljggfvers for artillery in the areas in Qoh their units

were tom{obaemers here believe that while Dac's information
i
may have tipped!the Communists timetaé&%, theyLno longer need the element
afye b
of surprise, which they utilized 50 TS during the Tet offeysive,. .. ... __
y — 7 A D,
and that if they should/attack when the Allies alrcady are W

they may be able to grin even more psychological shock than otherwise.

==more reuter
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The battljjlan revealed by the commissar MVve included both vague

dncke
and preciaqmmm The vaguey, unconfirmed information concernecd

his beliax;( that the spearhead of the Saigon attack would be started by

i

a division of Communist troopers now resting in the Plain of Reeds area

southwest of Saigon, mnear, if not on the other side, of the fambodian
PR Fvv S A.-_,fm)

border, T PTETEISSCEC LoIMtTeOSEEEEER or only thirty miles T

He said he had heard sbout this division, which would use Lin Piao's

S AT

tactics called "Bon=-Tep"—-run-attack—~to race from the Cambodian @

area to Saigon in & matter of hours, and then attacke. But, iié %

i

sai:i, he had only_heard abog‘i/f&h s division, and since he it was outside
i CS F‘m S s f 4 4
of his ; area of C% he could not confirm this information,

e

==smore reuter
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His other) information was more precise. The battle plan he knew of
included the use of at least six infantry regiments--—one and half divisiong=-
plus one hesvy-weapons regimente The latter consisted of one battalion

of 28 tubes of l 1'22.mm. rockets, one battalion of 57 and 75 mms recoilless
rifles °nd one battalion.of -82.mMe...moxisrs. These hcavy weapons-baitelions

were to be used m north-northwest of Saigon to herrass

Americon infantry units and installations running from the fringes of-Tan
son Nhut Airbase to the Iron Triangle thirty miles away.

The infantry regiments included the 271 and 272 of the

Viet Cong 9th Division,..ihe 10lst Rezimént of the Viet Cong Tth Division,
the autonomous Don ?; Negai
Ti*
was to act

the 274th of the Viet Cong 5th Division, e ;&}/
Regiment, #nd the 88th North Vietnomese Army Regimente

as a reser&r&%ﬁ& of S:igon while lying in ambush position along
Provineial Route 8, g@®r geographically rumning through rubber plantations
between Chu Cu Chi and Binh Duong and militarily running through the
operational arecas of the U, S, Army 25th Division and lst Division, which

might be expected to travel the road to reinforce Saigon.

= =more reuter
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In 2ddition, six Viet Cong 2T PHeNo autonomous battalions from t?
Gia Dinh ,’I@ the provxnce _surrounding saigon, were to be used along with

the 125th sapper and recomnaissance battalion of the F~100 regiment, which

attacked the American Embassy and other installations during the Tet

offensive.

Dac said thé four of the six moinforce regiments had withdrawn

into the Jjungled Iron 'IQTriangle area, shortly after the Tet offensive,
S B _
where they had undergone rest, reconditioning, retraining, crigi

eriticism and self-criticiem sessionsy; braimweshing, reviews of lessons
e ARG e
learned and had received replacememnts for their Tet losses. They were now /
[~ &

Theser fregiments, under the direct command of General Tren Ven Tra of
OSVK),‘/ were now ready to attack

JRem——

agein, the defector said.

s
He sapsaigﬁ._the 272 Regiment of the 9th Division was to drive down

to attack Vietnam's biggest boot camp a2t Quang Trug Trung, on the fringes
of Tan Son Nhut airbaseiﬁ while the 10lst Regiment of the Tth Divigion

was to spearhead the drive into the airbase proper. The 271st si;t?'
regiment of the 9th Division was to reinforce its sister regiment during the
Quang Trung battle and then both were to smash into Saigon proper. If
necessary, the 88th North Vietnamese Regiment would stecal out of its ambush
position to reinforce the two regiments at Tan Son Nhut airbase, Dac said.

=more reuter
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Two-bsttalions of the 274th Regiment of the Viet Cong Dih Division ,
ordinarily based in Phuoc Tuy proyince have slready moved into Thu Duc
distriet, from which their total 500 men would launch their attack,
the sources saide
Inside the @ outskirts of Saigon, these infantry regiments
would be cidded =nd guided by thc Gie Dinh sutonomous battalions and the
local Dong Ngai regiment--the hometown cadre who knew the terrain and the
people outside of Saigony and who in turn would also concentrate
on specific targete??ﬁﬁingea of the city, especially :

Vietn-mese éla government district capitals in Gia Dinh province and

eHt sulposts and instollationse

==more reuter



zZeze sag

yy 1jp

turncoat 14 (normass/deepe)

.One special fe~ture of the assault coame from other informed
sources, who reported that the North Vietnamese Army had stationed
a regiment of armored vehicles across the Cambodian border lateral to Saigon,
Other sources said simply that North Vietnsmese armored specialists
were based there-=-and that during the ground assault aTEPT ottempts
would be made tof seize control of Vietn mese government“™r armored vehicles,
which the North Vietn:mese would then drive into k Seigon.  As incredible
as the plan sounded, a American sources said the Communists dux-ing the
Tet offensive had a similar plan--to seize the Vietnomese government armor
ot Thu Duec distriot——-—and then use it in turn to capture other armored

G
vehicles to moge into S2igon. The plan é fajled during the Tet attacka—

but it has -hm/ to g:lﬂng% similar information oredence =t this time.

==more reuter
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The V4et 9%}@1;9 ,I;gw-u 'yo be carrying out extensive propaganda

among Vietnamese armor and artillery u%w. Before Tety, a number of
Viet Cong agents would culled out of th® armor unit 1 Viec nilCEC CRreRs
unit south of Saigon, and in the Mekong Delta during the Tet offensive
several Vietnamese government tracked vehicles defected #We=the Viet Cong side,
only to be destroyed later bj' a5 airpower, S

Reliable sources here believe te the Communists would seek three
possible military objectives by the launching this new offensive, an
offengive they call the "third wave," The first wave was the ground assaults
during Tet, the second wave was the rocket and artillery barrages which
followed country-wide in February and Merch and the third wave woe W
may involve both ground assEﬁf'ts and a?i&?y indirect weapons bombardments.
The Communist optimum objective would be the sIMUTTESh simultaneous ground
attack and artillery bombardment oa coordinated countrywide. The
gecond, less ambitious objective, would be to use artillery and rockets to
hit key installations and buildings in the center of the @ saigon, and
possibly other cities as welly, while using their ground assaults only
to sweep clean the government presence in a five or six 4 mile radius
out__side ‘aach urban center, The least ambitious objective would simply BE
wipe out 5@5 selected, strategic outposts of government x%’troops,

who will not accommodate with them, without necessary assaulting on the

ground the governmenf»heid towns and cities.

=smore reuter
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The political objeotives, or r@s predictabla e
L

et mm"‘""

repercussionsy, would be to incimene influéﬁ?]che courae of %

Washington-Hanol peace talksy om the a d1ploma t10-FFEHE

by the militery offensive, if successfuly, would @- deteriorate
Llmansg  To Pope (13("1»@/

@ the anti~Communist spirit,in “the urban centers, weaken the government

of Prbsident Ng ux%p Von Thieu, ‘and also enhance the prestige of the
oy o

o/ﬂMUN
inspired organiszation called the Alliance of

Natiocnal Democratic and Peace Forces of Vietnams

(Hanks I hope you can print ¥y this as soon as possible,
since M/ CV still thinks there will berf an attack on May 1, though I've
tried to plsy down the specific t'ﬂates. I've cancelled by Kien Hes~

trip for today, but em trying to iSVEFEW 3ot up interviews in the Delta

for this week=ende @ I'11l try to frie=tomorrow on the new

s

Pece Alliance. Regards Bev)hand. Gotusy
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