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(This is the second of a three-part series on past and present developments
~ in Khe Sanh),
KHE SARE, SOUTH VIETNAM, JUNE 12-~A ¥ veteran American Army officer explained,
"As we flew over Khe Sanh, I couldn't believe my eyes. The bomb eraters were
et?emhere. It looked like a moonscape. I've never seen anything fo equal it."
Smerican iir Force pilots who remembered Hhe-gan the Khe sanh gy’

last fall as a "Shendandoah Valley typo of thn:ag untouched by the war" now

siege of Khe Sanh,  "Now, it's just been beat to hell," 6ig ‘éi'ﬁmgd. We've
dropped so many bombs it is difficult for me to get an B eight-digit coordinate to
give my exact position on the grid system of the map. [Even the streams Fe became

re-routed because of the bomb craters, especially north of Hills 8€1 and 561.

And, some Air Force pilots, only half-jokingly, re-numbered Hill 4’71 'EQ Bl 469,

denoting their assumption they had gouged two meters off of its peak.
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The magnitude of the air operation—called Operation Magare—USSHmss so massive it

befogcles the h!mm minds During the T7-day sicge period, 96,000 tons of
bonm mdmmﬁﬁmﬂ.ﬂ&wﬁemﬂmmmkdﬁmmm@,
This averages 400 fighter-bomber sortics a day dropping 13,000 tons days dailys-emost
of it concentrated in & 25 square mile area around Khe Sarh, The Ti-day totalvas
roughly equivalent in tonnage to five atumic bombs of Hiroshima vintage. It was

33 per cent greater {han all imerican bombs @i delivered in Purope during 1942 and
1943 combined,  While the B2 eight-engine B-92 baubing raids were not imnovations
around Khe Sanh, it wasthe first time the strategic bombers were used on such a
sustained basis for the tactical mppozt&‘ of American ’cmo;z& The sheeyr weight of
"Fhe Sanh will probably go @®n down as the first pajor ground aclion won entirvely or
almost entirely by alrpower. M&%nwhumsnymukeum the history
of varfar@.s.e”  While many concede that ¥he Sanh would have been lost without
fighter and supply aircraft, some are more mﬁminaﬂ%thataimr
virtually won the battle. ‘
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Was imerican firepoverair plus artillery-—decigive in convincing the North
Vietnamese to call of a ground assanlt on Kke fanh, or in foreing them to withdraw
partially®?  “Some pr NVA prisoners and eaptured doauments spoke of the weight of
bombe and artillery,” one informed source explained,  "If these ave 4yl typical
and if there's any authenticity in them, then 1t would follow the air and artillery

bmmenttamextmtmrmwmhaaatmmmeﬂm. But, was it
the Teason they didn't attadc I don't know, lome of us vill probably know for a
long time and even then wam'thwndeﬁnitely Mmm: will probably
come up with some face-saving rsuonlikewdistrachdymmmmd then
did something else’.”

How many KVA were killed in me air and artillery bembmmtf Aé,nin, the source
said, "I dezx’i: krows TYou can use the General Westmoreland formula based on the number
ofmndnyexploaimvimmodbyaimcnamimemortmw&wemldneﬁ

in each secondary, Or you can caleulate maybe ¢ thre or four more vere lurt,

But, we do know theve were roughly 5,000 second explosions around Khe Sanh spotted
byAmencar aerial observers, pilots or ground troops,. E«wbeweeansaythemvm
three m casual ties—one Iilled and two vounded—rfor each explosion of supplicss
~ That's 15,000 people—or more than an NVA divigion, You can play this mmbers game
forever. I don't know,"”

—~=HOTe



Air--page 4

8, Captured 1WA priconers and documents d%m glimmers into the
1ife of the Commmist troops who felt the weight of bombs{ suggests it wes a tiring,
if not ghoulish, experience.
One captured document describes the beginming of the Khe Sarh siege and subsquent
Comemmnist activities. The daixyi-nohbook? believed to helo;z ;MW tuoe Cuong,
who was thought to be a platoon ommdeh Selected excerpts from his notes-—some writte
in Chinese characters—follovss
Jarmary 2le—-enemy aireraft (helos, jets and 3-52'55 covered the gky, Our unit
ie still in position waiting for the enemy. At vhat time the enemy will arrive is
WNkNoWleeee
Jamuary 2l--zission is to evacuate the wounded and deade The enemy are not all
Killed, They still hold ticht positions in their trenches and Wunkers (som-of-UidVies)e
bitches). So we did not win this battle, Mut, our unit has leamed a good lesson.
Jamary 22—attack the HSc and Ku Bac aveas with 12 units, The enemy was defeated.
The defeated ‘namy vas a brave unit.
January 23-24--The enemy haven't retumed to recover their bodies. Have been
waiting for three days for their return. Only plames fly over the sky. I led the
platoon into the Khe Sarh fort compound (Blitor's note: an old French fort nesr Foute 9)
and picked up captured 100ts...In the village among the captured loot, there is rice
udn[’vhicyh ic very atx:gng. jﬁﬂy one glass of this wine makes us drunk, Ve dod not have
much time, but we still enjoy canned meat and candy found in the village.

e NOTE
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January 2'--ve have been waiting for three dayse

Jamery Z/--Today, time is getting close. Three more days and we atiacks

Hy fa:rily at home is gathered together to celcbrate the attack, e are still in position

,ﬂ,.u-sw!’

&w’E’tﬁg the attack orders According to ar evaluation by &/3, the enemy can reinforce
with a cavalry division, The battle is going to be bad, but we must defeat ‘i;hem:. :
Ho Chi liinh's 18w (lunary) new year speech is a true ideal, "Go & advance; vic*.sory
vill come 10 uUSe™" <os
Jamary 27—-Iihe enewy brought in troope and planes and attacked over 20 h‘.me@.
But our troops still held their positions——these eveutls *.111 be written in the
wemory of C-12,
January 28--THT-=mother should think of me and love me very muchs Flanes dishxrﬁ
ug greatly. 411 ﬁay long ve walt for the enery,
January "9—-—-.1 3«17 plan has been flving overhead all day, so we had to stay

in the trenches,

Tebruazy J—last nicht, air and artillery strikes last all nicht long, Toay

fired artillery ;,ike £iPevorke. «+ s According to the 'L NLF (the Viet Viot
orne Viet Com’), today s battlcs are all being foucht all over the place. Dut
those ?‘LF peoplg: I don't Imov sbout, There has been seven kinds of enemy aircraft
at:t’i’finé; Mavier all day,

I’b‘bmxy au”bday, no planes in the skyn..()rziy wvalting for a =170 to arrive and

//‘

then we’lz. srm“t ite 1200 hours, had victory information from down Souths It filled

/

Tt 18 Over...(and) all ve car do is stay in the trenches &id cleepssss

RAPDY STPET: .- RO Ry

ny body like flies in the sky. [ue city hes already been liberated and we cccupy the rad’

stations At Danang, we are still in battle, I think the var will soon be over and

__-L-L.mﬂl B ha TN
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February 3--Today, our unit received the order to withdrew from the
battlefield and turn over this area to another unit, Our regiment will go to another
plamhtaepartinamthaop@atim.m of the troops do not feel happy. They
can not continue to fight this battle.

February 4--we are still on the operation and the road is very hord to travel.
There are boubd craters everyvhere,.

February S--lie@ have dug fortifications all day long. The ground is hardeee
lioment to moment we feel tired. FRinally, we x;?sa:; rest and eat ui rice with milke..es

February 6--This afternoon vas uced to resupply armo for the umit, Zem

tho right of the 6th and the moming of the Tth, ~155, the unit opened fire on Lang
Vﬁt (Bditor's notet the government Special Forces camp that was overmm with the
use of Soviet-made tarks).,..

February 18

battlefield storage area...the enemy discovered this storage three days 8g0see

AGH Yesterday at 2000, went to the

The heavy bombing of jets and B-52 explosions are so ctrong cur lungs Murteses
Lm&mtmmpwwm%hmmmwmmtm@xﬂﬁw
D tians
mnm, akilmlemtm the Ehe “arh base camp,

—OTE
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Interrocations of prisoners also reflected a sizeable impact fﬂ from Americen
firepovers One Anecrican intelligence officer summed it up this vay:
“One prisoner said his regiment replaced one that had been 90 per cent wiped
out by B-52's, He didn't lmow for sure whother this vas true, but that was the
ruor in his regiment. e said everyone was worried about the B-52'S..einother
prisoner said his unit vas very, very afraid of the £ 255% i Uit sme minele
vag bad beeause of ther, More than anything else, the B-52's seemed o tervify them.
"We captured one letter written by an NVA trooper saying 'the filthy ;%
B-52's have been striking at us again', Other POW's said many troops suffered
fyom bleeding noses and eavs and maybe also internal damage caused bytiwamﬁm
vaves of the B=52's, Also, /merican ground troops = which sept the avea and are
continuing to sweep the outlying hills found a rumber of mass gmmof%ad?%
EVA  and there was visible widmg of the B-52%'g caucing damage to supply caches.”

- »’\'l""

B!n-ing the e:!.ege, it becare an exw«tmn, rather than the rle, vhen
low-flying mzét;w;;?tad catehing & largs mmber of the KVS NVA in the open and
wiping them out with airBbilres, airstrikes. It did happen occasionally. One
et siy satrller SoSIEE flying the lowsitituds spetter Jlanin rocalleds
"One day, my roomate and I were flying in separate planes. mmdimdkf;jz ‘we've
got the I'VA in the open! ' I looked down and radioced bwk, *No, I think they're
Marines. They have helemots om.' Do said he'd go mopdammdehe&. 4s he
descended, tthAmvedatmkmdmmmmmmee, tkeymtratarted
ghooting at him, He got hit, but stﬁlﬁ pulledup and called 111 the fighters to

get mogt of them.”
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™t, one forvard air controlle®, deseribed his targeting missions as a "frustrating
experience.” He vas Capte Gerald L. Horrington, 28, of Snm Sumter, South Carolina,

He probably flew more FAC missions over Khe Sanh than any other pilot. ﬂmﬁt
area as vell as I°fle luow my wife,” ‘He explained. He had been aseigned %o the Dz
area last September, then assigned to the "Tallyho®" missions over North Vietnan,

then, in Jamuary, again ordered into the Khe Sarh area,

"Every day, I wvent up there and put bombs in on the TS NVimand the next day
thnyw 11 in there digging trenches,” he explained. "It appeared at one time
mwmwﬁmlly&'oppdngboubsonthmmdhelpingthasdigtrwcheeatthemﬁm
They would simply dig through our bomb craters and keep on going—-our bombs didn't
M seem to slov them down at allesesThey wore digging trenches like;molca. ¥hen we
dzopped a bomb in one trench, it didn't stop then. Ve ueually™FEPEed at the berminal

end of the txmchling too, where they put their covered bunkerss The next day, I'd

see they went right on through our bomb erater. It was very frustratinge.e./ifter awhile,
the area Mme 50 bombed up that the NVA Just walked through the bomb craters and
I could see %o footprints in the holea o i}mt&m;zer had cut a2 road, I could

see the tracks around the crater.”
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He continued, "It vas easy to find targets. I had tl?ém bigbest surprise.

(nce I didn't go up (in the FAC plane) for three days, and after that pias

pause, it vas unbelievable what I saw. X£ The trails locked like thousands of
troops had moved into the area--and they made ro attempt at all at camouflage. They
kTiew we knew—and they had so many troops they didn't care. To find the targots,
the first thing you lock for is troops movement, the second is billeting ard
‘bivouack aress, thiné.;:w TR soched Gorsh grasces, like Indian Scowfts vatched for,

Semetimes they ecamouflaged their trenchlines and I could tell the camouflage f’%

foliage from the real foliage. If I had doubts I'd drop down and take a look,

see what was under thenm,"

&

Sometimes, he, like other FACS pilots were caiied ascigned to

estimate the "bomb damage assessment” (7DA) following a B-52 raid. The rilots
of the s=mall, two-seat planes éenerall ha generally had to wait thirty minutes
after the raids before the dust settled d enough for them to take a good look at the
target area, 1 - "g >
Y _"If you've seen the World ‘ar II pictures of London and "erlin-;i;*’;’zﬁ' B-52 raid
gives you the same impression, @apt they're not in the cities. If our intelligence
reports are accurate enough, then the B-52 gives comBnmmsmimian overwhelming results.

But, sometimes, our intelle intelligence isn't as accurate as we'd like,

He contirued:s "I'd like to say I saw 1000 NVA out in the open ard they (88
all disappeared in a bombing raid—but it was nothing like that. Most of the timed

)

I never estimated a bodyecount{ on the 470 miseions I flew around Fhe Sanh, But,

I fregquently listed destruction such as bunkers getting secondary exvlosions, .
trenchlines or road cuts, . 2
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"I made only BDA following a Bé- B-52 raid ncar the Co Roe mountain in Laos.
Frankly, I couldn't see it had done any damage at all. I just estimated that 85%
of the bombs were on target and there was neglible bomb damage because of suwoke and
foliage. Of 400 missiona over Khe Sanh, I can't vecall an outstanding
bomb damage assessment, though some of the other FAC's reported m
catehing the NVA out in the open.” He said one of the problems in assessing
damage caused by a B-52 raid was the bombing pover was so concentrated and
"destructive” if it did climinate a valuable target, it would dilinfteg“ratogr;d

FAC pilots wouldri™ even be able to KF®% that it had m:-:“ww
The FAC pilots direc'bof. one of the three types of bombing missions over Khe Sarh—
the tactical ﬁghtérs WHb needed good weather to visually drop their bombs, sometimes

right next to the American Marine trenchlines. About 40 per cent of all sorties over
Khe S& were by this means,.

The second type of bombing was called ground-controlled radar bﬁmmq,. The

Air Force codename for it is “"combat skyspot.” The Marlne Oorps naze is "TP(=~10,"

This system vas used largely at night, by the B=52 bombem*fcur to eight miles above
the target, and by regular fighter aireraft during the many days of # heavy cloud
coverd and fog over Khe Sanh.  Using wire mesh radar reflectors and electronic beacons,
the ground-controllers directed the aircraft over the target, gave the pilots

plsnecmaemmtdomof’j—v&-&z‘-l and then "mark ", whichsignalhdwhm the

MM“M“'M s,

bomb-loads were dropped; (&dar scope electronics built into the 3-52 boumbers vas
considered too risky to use since the terrain features arcund ¥Yhe Sanh looked much like

hills in the general area). Hovever, gi¥k on several oecuﬁ.ons dm-iné 't:he siw of

"6».

Khe Sanh, the ground-controlling apparatus was knocked out for short durationau‘dﬁch

i »r*“’“'«-«w

eliminate complete assurance this systcn would could have been M
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This "Skyspot" system is used extensively by the U, S, Air Force in its

e
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North Vietnam bombing raids, but informed sources say with far less accuracy than

chances of bombing on target diminish

around Khe Sanh because bembir
the further the plane travels from the ground-based radar niéehanish, mechanisms,
The third type of bombing was exemplified by the A6 Intruder, a two-man,

sub-gonic, all-weather attack alrc;'aft, whichﬁ bgagts jf/ an "integrated

-

attack-navigation sysmm@;w computerized bombing from "ittle black boxes"
within the individual aircraft, rather than depending on gmund-controlled radar,
~ The plane, one of the noPt"86 nevest and most sophistiééé@ in the aviation field,
¥ the Grumeen v"a’é&" competitor to the TFX; when the Air Force rejected it,
the Navy and Marines bought it, @ Several nights during the daik siege-nights
at Khe Sanh, Ceneral Tompkins called the superior Marine Headquarters in Danang

tr entire Marine squadron of Intruders

to be kept on all-night alert. If the NVA had asstlaved assaulted the

4 .- <
Khe Sanh during bad weather, and had succeeded in K&FINE keeping the ground radat’™

A L

controls knocked out, the Marine sitiatre

Intruders would have pmvide the most a.cmrate bombing arcing

N
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(Banks You'll probably either want to edit the NVA diary, or separate it and use it
as a box or something., I've included it # almost in its entirety because it is the only

first-hand evidence I could get on the NVA reactions at Khe Sanh).
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