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SAIGON, April 2--President Nguyen Ven Thieug’ today,
gave his "most deeisive hour" answer to President f?EEHEE?Lyndon

Johnson's so-c-lled "finest hour™ decisions

ﬁhlle President Lyndon Johnson left the iFpPe: e

improgaion ﬁo the %ﬁetnamese some Vietnamese of "leaving the battle
unfinishedy, the war half-won, the peace half-sought,” as one explained,

5 the g nother President" governing the ﬁgﬁ Allied effort here gave

the impression of waging ébtwo wars simultaneouﬁggkm, h iﬁ&fi/'
Few observers,’ however beliaved the press conference, however,

g,

was President Tgiggh'Thieu' "BQj*?“im"‘ter final hour of decision,
as the worst appeared to be in store for the Vijetnemese government in
the coming weekse
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In the light of President Johnson's bombshell addressy
Prosident Nguye Venm Thiou's romarks were nowsj but in the light of
president Thieu's past remerks, his press conference was not new.
The same hovkish, hard-line, anti=-Communist, onti~coalition government
gstetements were expéesseﬁ. in his strongest, most aggggﬂ;itﬁ tornse
The diminutive ?mssmant pietured the Viatnamassaf\'%ms{g' a;a well
willing gm fzaariﬂea their utmost for beth peace and anti~Communist

i ——

freodom, t}w ﬂat&ms of Ws‘t aggression on the one hand and
'*aelling; the Vietnemese down the rivax/ on the

o2 S &:m{}

H

tmericans "s

other hande’
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noment in hiastory,” but based on jJjournalists' questions, this scemed

an understatnmenty ns the vie%naxﬁt?ié'mad to totter betwoon FIBHEL wa

bigger wor or ‘bitter paﬁowsnd as it dangled so did the big power blooy

m«ﬂ"’
“nndctiEo Qumi&e &nd th,e Thiou government inside.
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In short, rmmmantm, Tpicuy, in commenting on
Prosidont Johnsents moves towards poatey simply onovered with President

Johnsonts previoua smtamfmta on mmm mm::m,w mui aafanding ﬁmrinan

sbom Qmiﬁmts, ansi thet mr&aan tmopa in Vietnen

were defending not only Via"mam, bu% alm sout}f@t Asie and the Amorican

meinlonds  The ma‘t whieh “ﬁe.ﬁimnﬁ a*tho mught to forget in his

Hendoy maminwég (%c.,igtm timo), mﬂ&ant%ei Thieu! s abéoﬂe to
remind him of exaotly twonty four hours later.
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Bofore Ngrth Vietnam hes GG, hoo onnounced its docision
opEde whother or not Yo acocept President Johnson's pence Mé; the
option for Prosident Thieu was elearly to continue ¢o press cn with the
wayy, ettompting to keep his troope in t@j;@j@ fi@hting,‘ with only
the prominc of more dralftoe and perhaps more Amcrican supporty attempiijg
attempting to keep the anti-Comnunist fabrie of tho soclety--end the

governmont-=clued ftogether long enough to appoer united wntil the-

o

the fute of Vqetnom is cigned in Geneva, if ov ‘anywhere,

Promident Thieu seknowledged that he agreed with President
Johnson in his poliey for peace, and that he wwuld gladly mat with
hie ﬁrmgﬁ’wﬁ@m or==forth Tjotran—-=but he would not mm maet with

e

P 1 FFouthorn "servant® of Honoi-=the H&“ﬁﬂ%&l Libera ﬁﬁm  Jront

nor mam ‘ma #llow them inte hio governmont,

/ ,4 9 e e w:.'/ L
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The pross asnfesmtwa was hald. in the ballraom a:r the

e s 3 ; T T i A N

elegent Pyposidential Palace. 3%&3‘&@:& ami vmmmm ;Jm;rmlir;ﬁs

w...»w

minglod in businoss suitsy paratrooper unit unifoma{ typienl
journalistas' "grent white hunter™ outfits amid the half dosen

N .

tolevigion camgras mWr floodlightese Vietnamese security gourds
g F 2 gy A L

Zuerds And fatigue-clad Presidentiel aides loungod inm the golden brocade
chedre lining the glassed-in verandah-ed ballrooms This stateroemy 7

used in the past for formal diplematic receptions; had seem 1ts more
u‘w"!‘-H‘ e

7
clepewb—nmrm'nore elogant at@? occasionsy; but hardly oh¢ one
more decisives

s=more reuter
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Befoo

nofore tH% the arrivel of President Thiou, & government
interproter mquasm 5501;@’ voiced in the microphonet "Ladies and
gentlomen, we have all the time you want to ask all the questions you

wonte  The Precident aslks you to toke your time, otand up and identify

amms——

m yourself and your newspapers We have plenty of timoe"

Y wonder if they'll sorve us lunch and dimner," a Vestern

journalist chideds

In the back of the roomy; & Vietname«a jaurnaliat

h -

argue& with the Fyensch journalist about who 5,& to use the so).e ‘telaphom -

i‘imt“ A smell orowd gﬂf;hered to réfer
Indo-Chins Var all over a-m agein,” an Americen m‘h journalist

~;»:' roferce. "We'll resume the

musdds
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‘At 10‘g.m;~—twenty four hours after President Johnson s
sdre address was radio Broadcast here——President Thieu walked in, and
Sé% éﬁ g‘long table covered with green baize cover. He was flanked
be;mére than 9}éozen.mini3ter3 of the government, and some took their

[

. seats on green embwoidered chairs in the rear, while some, including

VicévPresident Eguyen_Cao Ky and Prime Minister ] en van Loc flanked
Thieu on both sides.

Por an hour and forty five minutes the questions machinegunned
‘aﬁlThieu, whd gaVe nd opening remarks and who reguested no verbal help

from his Cabinet. Dressed in a navy blue suit and conservative necktie,

Thieu appeared calm, confident, articulate and ditectly forward.
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"Hod President Johnson consulted him about redusing thoe bombing

over the lerth and whot would the results bey a Vietnamone murmuét

agkod,
Yosy President Thiou vespended, Precident Jg Johnson Pf

haé consulted the Vietnomose government two do ys before me l.a:izaz;; i}?.a )
speechy the Viotnemese government hed agreed to the move %6 its good
we wills The V4etnomese goverrment policy hed long been for pocces

Buty 4ind for the benefit of his countrymen who value strength,
Thieu pointed out thet the bembing rod® éaamalat;m_, diﬁzﬂﬁm indicente
weakness on the part of the Allles, buf but was itonded $o show the.
goohemwdd their good will in mnging bgi;h belli{;umnm togethers

s ; -5
He remindod the press that. “the- fﬁaftf 'bom'bing pause dnring Tot

i

hed only ”:amu.g;ht cemuni§% nﬁ‘fensiva into the citions

-~y

"!i?ais is the lest time we want %o do this (2 bombing pause )"
Thieu saide "Although Neorth Vietnem is the aggroszory we mnt to show
our good will to move towerds pecceesesl would like to reitorate,

this 18 the last time we want to show our good will to Horth Vietnome®
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;:;m; he warneds if North Viotnom did not veverse it's atand,
the Allies would be forced to revicw all its strategy and tacticas
The Communiots want 1968 to ho the decisive yeur ené we can not allow the
Communists to hove the in_ﬁwag he nald.

An ‘merican Journalistt Is there o foor in your mind ﬂm

govormment nay seek ponoce at any primé and pull out of

Amerion naebe i

Yiotnon? .
Nog “®hb Preosident  Thieu saidy, he hed no consern @8

whatsoover chout that because President Johmson and ihc /gerviccs governnent
hed often repeated their determination to fight the Communista, He
wornod Hrnoi not to mistoke the Allies good will for weakmess nor to
nis=-idontify the demcoratic processess during the election yoar in the
Unitod Stotoss He # pointed out thot President Johnson, vhile mmhing
for ponce, was also @@nding more Americen %roops o Vietnen und that

ho hod promised to finence and equip more me?*é 3 Vjetnomeoe {roopse

=amore Youter
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"] don'$ noe any chenge in the stand of the Aperican

@
povernmont, ond I dod den't sec eny chomce in the dotermination of

the Aﬁﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁnﬁ"‘ he salde
Anc her Americon 3@;;;}@&11& acked if his govermment coul

work with & future fmoricen edmn administrotion advett advertising tho

voldcies of Semator Robert Kenmodys e
e ——.
Thiou evaded the roference to Kennmedyn Kemnedy, but answered

forcofully in gonera. teimss
%I have scid meny times this is a war of &@‘ agg;mgssim by

S —,

the Communiots in ap offort to take over 5 south vm Viotnem,s Ye ore

defondins the freedd freedom not only of Vietnam, - but also wo are an
iy,
S
outpost of frecdom for the ‘whole world, The atend of the Vieinmose
government is not to run sgoinst out idenloeesns

#The American government can chongey the American poliocy

gam rocnrding Vietnem oon chonge, but the idoals of the Vieinameose peorle

- 4
and the siani o gtand of the Vietnemese govermment will never chonge,"
wThig i & Vietnze Viotn mos Vjetnamese wer before g;?
ay anything clseg the Allles have bern been asked %o help, but the

Viotnomese will toke fimal responsibility and neke the mein ccmnltimont

4o the mm"‘

ssmore routor
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*we ero dotermined to meinteln our stond-—thi%—4n the atand of
the Vietnamesc pooplo=~vhieh ir to figkt the Communisie and not to

wheonlonse with the Comunicto.®

rrosident Thieu, using Precident Johnson'e arguments of
‘‘‘‘‘‘ syther timowenlice, roponted thot the Allied pre: ~a;zym 57 % here was not

merely = presence in Vietnem, bui alno o br: V‘;fnﬁej all of (:;“th Eneat

ey R

the mrinlond of fmericc. I the ‘pericons

Agia, ond
withirow from Vietnam they would be deserting the frec world, hut

arfin Cichiing the Communistos

Vietnam +ould continue fo pes

=anore reuter
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He said the Vietngmese paople,wera éﬁéﬁu&y’f5§ all the
help %ha& received from the;;ﬂﬂ!;!befw“;:é;;eclally the lives of the
troops, but in this common fight, if the Amerioéﬁégﬁn not contribute
more troops, he would seck help from other Allies==the South Kpreansy
' pustralisns, Thais end Pilipinos.
wIf we have more troopsy the war will end faster and peace
will come sooner," he said, still alluding to the hope of a militery
defert over the Communistse -
About his 1nvitat1§n £rom Pre”ident Johnscn to visit the
United States, he said he had just reccived the invit&tlmn this morning
and the motier was under consideration.
An American television correspondent d asked President Thieu

for the benefit of Ameridan

to state in English bos
B e CRAND A
t? tv viewersgf Tis attitude towards a coalition govermment with the

Communi stsy especially in the 1light of President Johnsont's prediction

that all 7 South Vietnamese could soon settle their own matterss

==pore reuter
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mieu sedd—-his oyes flashings his honds folded calmlys

e

"Many times I have stoted wo will nevor aceept a coalition
governmont under any forms Ve accept former combattents from the other
side who lay dowm thelr gzps weapons and who come back to be law-ebiding
aitiﬁmis;, They will have the full rights of Vioinamesc citizens, There
are czlma«r{dy 75,000 who gpe ascept to do so, because they have seen
elenrly the bright futnrg Mof the Vietnsmese people, I hope the othors
still on the other side can soon follow them as soon as possible
for thgir hichest intorest of their countrye"

=pmore reuter
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As the world waits for word from Hanoi--ond dangles

in a mhwedml like an historiec pendu penaelum-—-only Prwiaent Thieu,
M Loy ’*&"“" : ~ ;

of all the & At 4amba+€ént has vcif@t{ 'a:'“% Lt = ine, it ;?

not a long,
= (Henks Appreciate time check on if you'rc getting my copy
garlisr enoughs We have so many briefings, I'm filing later than ususl,.

Yeur urgent cable avoul british resction arrived here noontine., Officialil
= ?

[ Y >5 s LR

2 ) geimy Y e
British recciion wegerding President's mﬁ; 5 io; -/

renominations

"Thisg is 2n /mericen affsir,” Bobassy has had not guidance or instructions

from Londen on"hi's bnd eve playing it very ¢p cozy and discroet until
-

.é.‘

g k A; 4 - P "
they do because of swhaixman:% Pron wi- uh Rusciae Like everyone here,

Britis » British also surprised and flabbergasted, I've cancelled
TERRR
ny refygcee refuges zeepager idea, but still vlanning to b, go to

«
Bien Hon over vme:%ﬁﬁ weckend., Regards Bev).
»’“""-Ffs\ 2
Foads =7 S
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